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NEVER SAY GOODBYE

When I was ten I was suddenly confronted with the anguish of moving from the
only home I had ever known. My whole life, brief as it was, had been spent in that big
old house, gracefully touched with the laughter and tears of four generations.

When the final day came, I ran to the haven of the small back porch and sat alone,
shuddering, as tears welled up from my heart. Suddenly I felt a hand rest on my
shoulder.” I looked up to see my grandfather. “It isn’t easy, is it, Billy?” he said softly,
sitting down on the steps beside me.

“Grandpa,” I replied through my tears, “how can I ever say goodbye to you and all
my friends?”

For a moment he just stared off into the apple trees. “Goodbye is such a sad word,”
he said. “It seems too final, too cold, for friends to use. We seem to have so many ways
of saying goodbye and they all have one thing in common: sadness.”

I continued to look into his face. He gently took my hand in his. “Come with me,
my friend,” he whispered.

We walked, hand in hand, to his favorite place in the front yard, where a huge red
rosebush sat conspicuously alone.

“What do you see here, Billy?” He asked.

I looked at the flowers, not knowing what to say, and then answered, “I see some-
thing soft and beautiful, Grandpa.”

Kneeling, he pulled me close. “It isn’t just the roses that are beautiful, Billy. It’s
that special place in your heart that makes them so.”

His eyes met mine again. “Billy, I planted these roses a long, long time ago —
before your mother was even a dream.’ I put them into the soil the day my first son was
born. It was my way of saying thank you to God. That boy’s name was Billy, just like
yours. I used to watch him pick roses for his mother.*”

I saw my grandfather’s tears. I had never seen him cry before. His voice became
hoarse.

“One day a terrible war came, and my son, like so many sons, went away to fight
a great evil. He and I walked to the train station together ... Three months later a
telegram came. My son had died in some tiny village in Italy. All I could think of was
that the last thing I said to him in this life was goodbye.”

Grandpa slowly stood up. “Don’t ever say goodbye, Billy. Don’t ever ive in to the
sadness and the loneliness of that word. I want you to remember instead the joy and the

happiness of those times when you first said hello to a friend. Take that special hello and



lock it away within you — in that place in your heart where summer is an always

time.” When you and your friends must part, I want you to reach deep within you and

bring back that first hello.”

14 A year and a half later, my grandfather became gravely ill. When he returned from

several weeks in the hospital, he wanted his bed next to the window, where he could see

his beloved rosebush.

15 Then the family was summoned and I returned to the old house. It was decided

that the oldest grandchildren would be allowed to say their goodbyes.

16 When it came to my turn, I noted how tired he looked. His eyes were closed and

his breathing was slow and hard.

17 I took his hand as gently as he had once taken mine.

15 “Hello, Grandpa,” I whispered. His eyes slowly opened.

1o “Hello, my friend,” he said, with a brief smile. His eyes closed again and I moved

on.

20 I was standing by his rosebush when an uncle came to tell me that my grandfather

had died. Remembering Grandpa’s words, I reached deep within me for those special

feelings that had made up our friendship.” Suddenly, and truly, I knew what he had

meant about never saying goodbye — about refusing to give in to the sadness.

Words and Expressions

anguish /'@ngwif/ n. very great pain and suf-
fering
beloved /brlavid/ a. deeply loved
breathing /'bri:duy/ n. %A
confront /kan'frant/ v. be faced with and have
to deal with
conspicuously /ken'spikjuasly/ ad. easﬂy seen
or noticed
evil /'ivl/ n. great wickedness
gracefully /'greisfull/ ad. politely and pleas-
antly
gravely /'grevly/ ad. very seriously
' bring back make sb. remember sth.
 give in accept the fact that you will be defeated
hand in hand holding each other’s hands
have sth. in common share the same quahty
or interest
laughter and tears happiness and unhappiness

' 1ock sth. away ke
£ through one’
 wellup start to flow

(693 words)

haven /'hervan/ n. a place of calm and safety
hoarse /hois/ a. sounding rough and hard
kneel /nitl/ v. go down onto one’s knees
note /nout/ v. observe

part /pa:t/ v. be no longer together

. porch /paitf/ n. a roofed entrance built out from

a house

rest /rest/v. fallon

rosebush /'rouzbuf/ n. B3R A

shudder /'fada/ v. shake uncontrollably for a
moment ‘

summon /'saman/ v. tell or request sb. to come

stare off stop watching s
else steadxly

Umnit X 3



. My whole life, brief as it was, had been spent in that big house, gracefully touched with
the laughter and tears of four generations. (Paragraph 1): I had spent my whole life, although
it had not been long up to that point, in that big house, in which four generations of our family had
lived harmoniously and experienced both happiness and sadness.
brief as it was In a formal style, as can be used in a special word order to mean “although.”
The construction suggests a very emphatic contrast.
EXA  Cold as it was, they went out. (Although it was very cold, they went out.)

Bravely as they fought, they had no chance of winning. (Although they fought so bravely, they had no

chance of winning.)
. Suddenly I felt a hand rest on my shoulder. (Paragraph 2): The word feel can be followed by the
“object + infinitive (without t0)” structure.
XA  Did you feel the earth move?

He felt her hand tense up in his.
. ... before your mother was even a dream. (Paragraph 10): ... before your grandma and I could
think about having a daughter.
. Tused to watch him pick roses for his mother. (Paragraph 10): The word watch can be followed
by the “object + infinitive (without fo)” or “object + -ing” structure, but there is often a difference
in meaning. The use of an infinitive indicates the whole of an action or event, and that of an -ing
form suggests part of an action or event.
EXB [ watched her cross the road. (from one side to the other)

I watched her crossing the road. (in the middle of the road, on her way across)
. Take that special hello and lock it away within you — in that place in your heart where
summer is an always time. (Paragraph 13): Remember that special hello and keep it in your heart
so that you will be always filled with the joy and happiness of summer.
Note that the word always is an adverb, hardly ever used as an adjective. However, it is used as an
adjective in this sentence by the writer in the meaning of “everlasting.”
. Remembering Grandpa’s words, I reached deep within me for those special feelings that
had made up our friendship. (Paragraph 20): Remembering Grandpa’s words, I tried to bring
back to my mind the joy and the happiness that I had shared with him.

Unit 1



