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Words and Their Stories

Unit One A-OKAY

I . Vocabulary
space-age | 'sperserdz/ a. Kz B
astronaut /'sestrono:t/ n. FHMITHR
launch /1omt/ n.&v. XEi,kH
spacecraft ['speis-kra:ft/ 7. Kz
liftoff ['1ift-ov/ n. b3
atomic [o'tomik/ a. FEFH
orbit /'otbrt/ n. HiE
atomic bomb e
Nevada WK EEMA )
Il . Notes
1. NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(ZE) BEFMBMFEHATR

2. All systems go. —YI8% o

Il . Listening Exercises
A. Listen to the tape and match the words or expressions with
the correct explanations.
Words and Expressions Explanations
1. A-Okay ( ) a. count backwards in seconds to

Zero



2. All systems go. ( ) b. the start of the flight of a

spacecraft

3. countdown ( ) c. Everything is in the order. All
is ready.

4. burn out ( ) d. The situation is fine, without

any cause for worry.

5. liftoff ( ) e. use up all the fuel

B. Listen to the tape and choose the right answers to the
following questions.

1. Why do people use “A-Okay” instead of “Okay” in space
flight?
a. Because “A-Okay” sounds more friendly than “Okay”.
b. Because “A-Okay” can be heard more clearly than

“Okay”.
c. Because the astronauts must use a new language so that
others cannot understand it.

d. Because “A-Okay” is newer than “Okay.”

2. Who first used “A-Okay” publicly?
a. An American astronaut.
b. A journalist.
c. A spokesman for NASA.
d. A scientist of NASA.

3. When did people first hear countdowns?
a. In the early 1940’ s during broadcasts of atomic bombs.
b. In the late 1940’ s during broadcasts of atomic bombs.

. In the 1960’ s during the space flights.

d. In the 1950’ s during broadcasts of atomic bombs.

o

4. What does the sentence “The rocket is burnout” mean?
a. The rocket is burned.
b. The rocket is to be fired.



c. The rocket has been launched.
d. The rocket has run out of fuel.
5. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. “A-Okay” might have begun to be used before the space-
age.
b. The spacecraft can not be launched until all systems go.
c. It is difficult for the public to accept these new

expressions of the space language.
d. The public first heard “A-Okay” in 1961.

IV . Spot Dictation
Listen to the tape twice and fill in the blanks with the missing

words.
became a popular word of . Space
scientists would count down the until launch.
They from 10 seconds, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5,4, 3,2, 1
and . Some say the American people
first heard countdowns in the late during
of atomic bomb tests in Nevada and in
the Pacific. But countdown did not become until

the space flights of the 1960’ s.

Tapescript R #iF
Unit One A-OKAY $B—8x —YIEE

No one really knows when BAANEIEMERMM
many of our expressions became 1RZiEIE BT I I HATHY,
popular. But others can be easily {H27H 2i8iE M0 LA
dated. One such expression is A- HARE. “A-Okay”ERHF
Okay. It means the situation is Z—, EMEBEBRERBMRMBIF,

3



fine; there is no cause for worry.

AHREHEN,

AQOkay is a
expression. It was used m 1961

space-age

during the flight of an American
John

for

Powers, a
NASA, the
national space agency, used “A-
Okay” to tell the world that

astronaut.

spokesman

everything on the space flight was
operating perfectly.
Some the

expression did not begin with the

experts  say
space age. One story is that it was
first used during the early days of

the telephone, to tell an operator

that his had been
4

message

“A-Okay” & A 75 Bf ALY
iR, 1961 SFE— B FHAH
TITPEEREER. £E
MENFEMOTRANEASTA
2458 - BATLIT A “A-Okay” 3K [7]
HABEHEFMIT—IER,

AL E K XA
HIEHARAERETF KB,
MKk A, ERE TR
a0, R R ARG
WELZAHEEWE., BX
EBIEP, “Okay” P “O” X



received. The sound of the “O” in
Okay often was lost in the noise
So the
sharper sounding “A” was added

on the telephone line.

to the expression, making a more
easily understood “A-Okay” .

A-Okay is one of several
expressions that may have come
into the language earlier but
became popular only when they
were used in the space program.
These expressions quickly became
part of everyday speech. This
happened because most people had
television, and could see and hear
all the major events of a space
flight.

In the first days of space
flight, the astronauts seemed to
be speaking a new language. But
soon, the public accepted and
began to use many expressions of
this space language.

One such expression is “all
systems go” . It means everything
is ready, let us begin. NASA uses
it to mean that all the systems on
a spacecraft have been examined
“All

means the decision

and are working correctly.

systems go’

MEBRREEEERNERE
MR R FE T T NI 2E, BT A
FEERT i — - “A”,
BT &5V “A-Okay” o

HREBHR“A-Okay” X B
HRE, B B REREFE
FRMNWES . BEIAT
FAURE F, A IR BRARET
2, BB R H %
AEH—& . XRENK
ERAREERR, TLULESR
WRAFMECATHITAER
B,

T AT R, FH
ﬁfu?ﬁi)ﬁ FRE BB &

HIES (B R ERE
Tﬁﬁ“iﬁiﬂ’:‘““” =B
EARPRRERE,

Hoh— A E B All
systems go” (—YIgh % ). E
MERR ST HBESKT
TR T . REMZEH
FHMTRAX N RERE
AFM M EETREHE

ZREN, BHER, X7
5



has been made to continue with
the launch of the spacecraft.
“Countdown”  became a
popular word of the space age.
Space

down

scientists would count
the seconds the
launch. They counted backwards
from 10 seconds, “...9, 8, 7,
6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, liftoff!”
Some language experts say the
American people first heard
countdowns in the late 1940’s
during broadcasts of atomic bomb
tests in Nevada and on some
islands in the Pacific. But

countdown did not become a

until

common expression until the space
flights of the 1960’s .
Another

that has become common in recent

space expression
It meant that
a launch rocket had used all its
fuel.

by more than one rocket.

years is “burnout.”

Space ships were launched
The
first rocket would lift the ship
high above the earth. Then it
would “burn out” and a second
rocket would fire to carry the
vehicle into earth orbit.

Soon, people began to use

EEBROMERE, AT A
FFEM A

“countdown” (f8l 1B ) &
FEAZs B AU B Y R BRI .
FALR 2 K7 K 5T Z w8
o8, A 10 B FF IR AR RTSL, 9.
8.7.6.5.4.3.2. 1. & 5, ®
BE—EIEFERMULE, 20 1
42 40 SRR EXT PR IE M A
KF-H— 5 E#THIR
FHUBREL BT B, R
EAE K2 “Eite; EE
B 60 FRK, EA B AL
R E ARRE

“burnout” (&R ) H 2
AR R F A K 2B FIIE , 38
R R KGEGRAATAAE
KRE. FMCHEETA
KEFRBAS, E— T KHH
—Eﬂnﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁz_t?é REES

PR, T A KE G EN
KANH AHBERELIE

AT R R IFHE A



burnout to describe what happens “burnout” (¥ 3% 7138 ) R B &
to a person who works too hard — M AENIK, TES R
under too much stress for too WA, XEE—“NFHE 1B
long. Such a “burned out” person BJ AR — P BH BRELAT K
is like a rocket with no more fuel. &f,88 BB AKELkSE TIE
He has no energy or desire to T3,

continue.

E R

Unit One A-OKAY

Listening Exercises

A.1.d 2. ¢ 3. a 4. e
B.1.b 2. ¢ 3.b 4. d

“» oo
o o



Unit Two ACE IN THE HOLE

I . Vocabulary
poker ['pauka/ n.  FAITRERR
deal /dizl/ v.  BER,AF/RHE
dealer /'dilof n. RMA
opponent [o'pavnent/ n.  XF, A
bluff /blat/ v.  TEWR, BKEELIIRA
stack [stek/ n. —¥#
v. B
deck /dek/ n. —BI(408)
vest [vest/ n. HL
drop out of 1B

Il . Listening Exercises
A. Listen to the tape and match the words or expressions with

their explanations.

Expressions Explanations
1. ace in the hole ( ) a. trying to trick someone
into believin(g’-one’ s lies

2. dealing off the bottom b. the secret held in reserve
( ) to turn failure into success

3. bluffing ( ) c. cheating in cards or business

4. hold one’s card close to d. Everything is to our dis-
one’s vest ( ) advantage.

5. The cards are stacked e. face that betrays no
against us. { ) emotion

6. poker face ( ) {. not to let others know



what one is doing or

thinking

B. Listen to the tape and decide whether the following
statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. “Ace in the hole” is used only by those people who often
play poker games. ( )

2. In poker games, all the cards are dealt face down. ( )

3. In poker games, the dealer should not deal off the bottom of
the stack of cards. ( )

4. A “poker face” is very important in poker games. ( )

5. In poker, even if one’s cards are weaker than others, one

still has a chance to win. ( )

1. Spot Dictation
Listen to the tape twice and fill in the blanks with the missing

words.

In poker and , the ace is the highest and most
card. It is often a . In one kind of poker

game, the to each player is dealt A

player does not show this card to the other players. The other

cards are with the players betting money each time

they . No one knows until whose

hidden card is the winner. Often, the “ace in the hole”

Tapescript WL ERiE
Unit Two ACE IN
-1, 7 JE
THE HOLE BHEXT WHBHER
It is surprising how many EXENRE HE HIEE

expressions that Americans use 3B FFPFEMEHERR, S AKE
9



every day came from the card ARAJEW,

game of poker.

For example, you hear the
expression “ace in the hole” used
by many who would never think
of going near a poker table. An
ace in the hole is any argument,
plan or thing kept hidden until
needed, especially when it can
turn failure into success.

In poker and most card
games , the ace is the highest and
most valuable card . It is often a
winning card. In one kind of
poker game, the first card to
each player is dealt face down. A

10

Bian, i 2 DORER B A 1T
S ABESERF M “ace in
the hole” (15 49 £ &) X 1~
), “ace in the hole” (¥ 5 HY
FHEOBREMBMAEN L
R RSREAER, FRENE]
ABEHRA, RHRTUR
W R .

HEHELEUER P, A
KEBERER BB HN—K
M, EEERREREM,
B FEBIER, KRG8
HEHE-KEREEHATM,
THEEASIEMFERXK



player does not show this card to
the other players. The other cards
are dealt face up with the players
betting money each time they
receive another card. No one
knows until the end of the game

whose hidden card is the winner .

Often, the “ace in the hole”
wins the game.
Smart card players,

especially those who play for large
amounts of money, closely watch
the person who deals the cards.
They are watching to make sure
he is dealing honestly, that he is
not dealing off the bottom of the
stack of cards. A dealer who is
doing that has “ stacked the
deck.” He has fixed the cards so
that he will get higher cards and
you will lose.

The expression, “dealing off
the bottom,” now means cheating
in business, as well as in cards.
And when someone tells you that
“the cards are stacked” against
you, he is saying you do not have
a chance to succeed.

In a poker game you do not

want to let your opponents know

. HEMNEREREH LK,
ThREERE—%E, HEE
—REE, BB —RMER,
FEMBHER R R, “H
MO TR EESBE,

R RITHME, RHEE
EERHBRANA, £ EEITE
RN, LR A AT
K8, TMBHE dealing off the
bottom of the stack of cards,
AR KRN RE B, fil gk 2
“VERRYERE” , B b b e R b
TR, ] LS BT B e,
MRS

“dealing off the bottom”
XA AR BE AR IR I8 3T M fE
B, AR HE B L _E B IR
TARA A& R “The cards
are stacked against you” (R F
BRI MR, b &2
2, FBAT T,

THb TR IR EE R AR
I FHIBR R IF 2R,

11



if your cards are good or bad. So
having a “ poker face” s
important. Now, a poker face
never shows any emotion, never
expresses either good or bad
by

looking at your face, if your cards

feelings. One can learn,
are good or bad. People now use
“poker face” in everyday speech
to describe someone who shows no
emotion.

Someone who has a “poker
usually is good at
“bluffing. ” Bluffing is trying to
trick a person

face ”

into believing
something about you that is not
true. In poker, you bluff when
you bet heavily on a poor hand.
The idea is to make the other
players believe you have strong
cards and are sure to win. If they
believe you, they are likely to
drop out of the game, leaving to
you the money they have bet.
You can do a better job of
bluffing if you “hold your cards
close to your vest”. You hold
your cards close to you so no one
else can see what you have. In
everyday speech, holding your
12

BrEd “poker face” (RN B)
EHEE, MEREMEERE, X
TRk okl i AR B R A ke A
Wik R IF R IR, BZEA
1% F “poker face” I 23R
HARBEREOAN,

“AHFER"HABRE
T “bluffing” (BIKEH), “B
KR RRREE AR
BRI, IR, i
RIREIEARF, TR ET 1R
KO BE, REKE“BKkAE
27, R FHEGERKN AR
K, EERER. MEMBIIEN
HETHR, AT BB EXE
FE T ERN g SR E S
o

WMRH “hold your cards
close to your vest” (i i¥
), EREHHRESELF,
LR EREACTE, Xt
FREABGROME, EHE
LW, FFREET N ERE



cards close to your vest means not
letting others know what you are
doing or thinking. You are
keeping your plans secret.

We're not bluffing when we
say we hope you have enjoyed
today’s program.

' =B

Unit Two ACE IN THE HOLE
Listening Exercises

A. 1. b 2. ¢ 3.a 4.
B.1. F 2.F 3. T 4.

¥ A S HH RS, AEFIA
HEREM 4, BB 4

RMNBEHRERSKE
T H , XAUARTERKAHo
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