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Mt. Jinfo (the Golden-Buddha mountain), part
of the castern slope of the Dalou mountain range. 15
located in the south part of Nanchuan courty o
Chongqing. To 1ts east 1s Wulong couniy o
Chongqing and Daozhen county of Guirion
province; its south. Zheng™ an county and Tcr ¢z
county of Guizhou: its west, Wansheng distri:t o
Chonggqing: and the north. Nanchuan city that s ¢
kilometers away. Consisted of 108 hills belong ir ¢
respectively to Jinfo, Qingba and Baizhi. and v ol
the Fengchui Slope. which 1s 2251 meters above the
sea level, as the highest among those of the De '
mountain range, Mt. Jinfo occupies a total area o
1300 square kilometers. It was called Jiudi mountain.
and with alas of Jinshan mountain in ancient times.
And it is among the Four Celebrated Mountains in
Ba and Shu areas. On Aug. 1st, 1988, it 1s listed as
one of the second 40 national scenic arcas issued by
the State Council. And later on Dec. 19th, 1994, 1t 15

ratified by the State Ministry of Forestry as a na-



tional forest park with a designated area of 441 square
kilometers.

Mt. Jinfo boasts of unique naturally mountain-
ous and primitive scenery with comprehensive and
voluminous characteristics. Its geological structure
Is entailed to the New-Huaxia System. With the
mountain range stretching along its geological struc-
ture and its clear stratified strata, Mt. Jinfo 1s of a
typical karst ecological system. In places whose al-
titude is above 1000 meters and where the compara-
tive height difference is between 500 to 1000 meters,
steep mountains stretch in an unbroken bur uneven
chain. Besides the Fengchui Slope, the Lion-mouth
Hill, the Horse-mouth Rock, the Eagle Rock, the
White-stone Rock and the Baizhi mountain, which
are decked with exotic stones, rare rocks, and even
stone forests, rock halls, the Flying stone and the
Tiansheng bridge. are all 2000-odd meters in height.

Below the altitude of 1000 meters where the
height difference is about 500 meters, there are
mainly shorter hills and valleys made of the Chihsia
limestone, in which limestone caves. waterfalls,
streams and bluish pools scatter. Mountains, water,
forests, stone and caves match with each other, mak-
Ing a unique, peerless, majestic, elegant and breath-
taking natural picture. Especially in summer and
autumn, mountains reflecting sunshine both in the

morning and the twilight, various shapes of the moun-
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tains are like golden Buddha, seated or crouching
with magnificence. Thus is said the origin of the name
of Mt. Jinfo.

Mt. Jinfo 1s in the subtropical zone with warm
and humid monsoon climate. Its spring begins carly
and summer is quite long. That, along with its rain
season seeing its hottest season, is conducive to the
growth of plants. According to some surveys, sub-
tropical conifer forests, mixed forests of deciduous
trees and conifer trees, deciduous broadleaf forests.,
cvergreen-leaf forests, virgin forests, Fangzhu bam-
boos (their stems are quadrate), shrubbery. turfs of
grasses. pteridophyte and moss grow in different
places in a vertical order. That forms a botanical ge-
netic garden with varieties of species, some of which
are incredibly rare in number. Among the 5849 spe-
cies of plants categorized into 330 families in Mt
linfo, 250-0dd are classified as ancient plants, 136
as unique plants, 82 as plants in imminent danger
and 52 others as rare ones. Of those 52 rare plants.
Cathaya argyrophylla, metasequoia, dove tree and
ginseng are listed as the first-class plants under the
state protection. and another 18, including rose palm.
gutta-percha tree. red magnolia, as the second-class.
Argyrophylla. Fangzhu bamboo. Big-leaf tree, the

ancient ginkgo and the King of Rhododendron en-

joy the name of “Five Specialties of Mt. Jinfo™,

Argyrophylla is a plant known as the living fossil



which had survive the fourth glacier more than 1 mil-
lion years ago. 1987 of them are over | meter high.
And the highest i1s16 meters in height and 53 centi-
meters in diameter. Fangzhu bamboo is one ol the

two most precious bamboos — the other is the bam-

boo with solid heart — among 1200-0dd species of

its family worldwide. Now a sea of bamboos appear
with about 500 million bamboos covering more than
100 thousand mu of land. Bamboo shoots spring up
from July to Sep. every year, which can make a fiesh
and delicious food. Big-leat trees grow in places,
which are 1000 to 1500 meters above the sea level.
Among a total number of 2015, the highest is about
10 meters n height and 75 centimeters in diameter.,
That is an evidence to prove that tea originates from
China. Ginkgo. which is named white-nut tree or
Gongsun tree, is divided into males and females. Tak-
ing root in the northern piedmont of Mt. Jinfo, one
ginkgo. which is 26 meters high and 11.6 meters in
diameter, enjoys the name of “Queen of Ginkgo™.
33 species of rhododendron, arbor ones or shruv,
amounts to 300 thousand. With red, yellow, white,
purple and some other colors flowers. 6 of them: the
curved-leaf, the Maye, the Jinshan, the broad-stem,
the yellow-blossom and the bell-shaped are only
growing in Mt. Jinfo. The one called “King of rhodo-
dendron™ is 12 meters high and with a circumfer-

ence of 3.2 meters. In addition. dove tree. Chinese



torreya and Chinese caterpillar fungus are called
“Three Treasures of Jinshan Mountain™, and ginseng,
rice bamboo and nandina, “Three Kinds of Quintes-
sence of Jinshan Mountain™,

Natural botanical garden 1s entitled to be fa-
vored by wild animals.523 kinds with 113 subcat-
egories live and reproduce in Mt. Jinfo as a paradise.
37 of them are rare birds and beasts, accounting for
22% of those under national protection. There are
10 species under the first-class national protection.
including Jingqian leopard, Huanan tiger, tortoise-
lined leopard, red abdomen chook and black leaf
monkey. 11 other species are under the second-class
national protection. among which rhesus monkey.
pangolin, feather-crowned deer, musk deer and black
bear are included. When azaleas bloom at the end of
spring and the beginning of summer, hundreds of
kinds of butterflies i different sizes flutter over a
sea of colorful flowers in groups. One single wing
of the largest kind of buttertly may reach 40 centi-
meters in length, thus is called “Large Butterfly of
Mt. Jinfo”. And the rotten-leaf butterfly has been
listed as a rare animal in imminent danger.

The exploitation of Mt. Jinfo began in Song
Dynasty. was furthered in Ming Dynasty, recached
its climax m Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
period, and prospered in 1980s. In the third year with

the name of Baoyou of Southern Song Dynasty (1255



A.D.). the Manao city (the House-head city). was
built on the Mazui mountain (the Horse-mouth
mountain) on the eastern slope of Mt.Jinfo as a sub-
ordinate to the defensive system with the Diaoyu city
(the Fishing city) as its center. The name of that was
changed to the Longyan city (the Dragon-rock city)
and called “the Top Defense in South™ later on. In
1259 A.D. taking full advantage of the favorable
terrain, General Yuan Shixiong of Song Dynasty led
his army into defeating the invading Mongolian
forces twice. Today people can visit the relics of the
stone-made arch gate, on which three Chinese char-
acters “Panlong Zhai” were inscribed. of the Longyan
city. On the right side of the gate, the Gumo stone
stele of the Longyan city still stands in the cliff 30
meters below. It 1s 3.5 meters in height and 4.2 meters
in width with characters carved in straight columns
14 centimeters wide. The characters are still legible,
which enable people to learn about the war that hap-
pened more than 700 years ago. The buddhistic cul-
ture had spread to Mt. Jinfo by Ming Dynasty. Hence
the four famous temples: the Jinfo, the Phoenix, the
Tiewa (the iron-tile) and the Lotus were built
successively. And they kept in their days till the pe-
riod of the Republic of China. But they were torn
down in the early 1950s. After 1980s, the tourism
value of Mt.Jinfo began to receive enormous atten-

tion with the northern slope as the main point of
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