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A Brief Introduction to

Hongdong Grand Chinese Scholar Tree

Hongdong Grand Chinese Scholar Tree (HGCS)
grows in north of Hongdong county site where is well
known migration site in Ming Dynasty and sacrificial al-
tar for hundreds millions overseas Chinese. For cen-
turies HGCS has been regarded as home, as root and as
homeland in their mind.

As it has been recorded in literature there built
Guangji Temple here in Zhenguan 2nd Year (628 DC)
Tang Dynasty. The temple was on a grand scale with
lofty temples and halls. In ancient times here there was
post for coming and going public errand and business.
HGCS grows near Guangji Tempie and the tree is big
with truck for many people to get their arms around and
with giant crown shading a big area more than several
thousands square meter.

At the beginning of Ming Dynasty, migration a-
gency was set here to organize transportation and to
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hand out travel expenses and thereupon HGCS became
migration collecting and distributing center. In a long
period of 50 years from the first Hongwu Year (1368
DC) to the 22nd Yongle Year (1424 DC) 18 major mi-
grations took place here. It was the largest, longest and
widest nation migration. 600 vears has passed since the
migration. At present the later generations of those mi-
grant have a big population of several billions distribut-
ing all over our homeland. “You know where our an-
cestors come from? Hongdong Grand Chinese Scholar
Tree in Shanxi is the very site.” and “What our former
residence is called? It is called stork net in Hongdong
Grand Chinese Scholar Tree.” These two pieces folk
rthyme are used as guide for the scholar tree’ s offspring
to seek their root. And Hongdong Grand Chinese
Scholar tree gains considerable fame from the migra-
tion.

To meet the needs for the scholar tree’ s descen-
dants to seek root Hongdong local government and Com-
munist Party Committee sponsor root — seeking festival
and culture fair every year from April Ist to 10th. For

the festival April Sth is the day to officiate at sacrificial
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rites. Fach vear the ancient Chinese Scholar Tree’ s
later generations keep pouring in to get together under
the shade of the tree. At this moment either domestic
or overseas Chinese Scholar Tree’s descendant present
flower — basket, pray and praise high contribution made
by their ancestors. During the festival there are folk
custom shows and culture discussion. During the festi-
val there 1s also something acclaim as the acme of per-
fection. The most impressive phenomenon is that at the
festival lots and lots of birds fly to the ancient scholar
tree from all directions and crowd together to talk their
homesick. These birds are called homesick bird. This
magical phenomenon has appeared for more than 11
vears. What a beautiful and impressive view it is for
sacrificial altar site.

When trees have good root system it grows luxuri-
antly and when stream flows from a good origin it runs
smoothly to the ocean. Hongdong Grand Chinese Schol-
ar Tree links all its decedent closely. We wish all
Hongdong Grand Chinese Scholar Tree’ s offspring had

a good time at the tree.
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