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If words could fully describe painting, then what would be the use of a painter? Using
language to describe a painting is just aiming to communicate between two completely
different worlds.

In Liu Qinghe’s work I would like to discuss two focal points: One is the subject of his
painting, his view on life. The other one is his way of painting, which brings something
new into ink painting.

For about a hundred years generations of artists have been thinking over and over
again about the meaning und the future of ink painting. This is especially true for our
generation. We understand and recognize that ink painting is a unique expression of art,
but its awkward situation in present days is obvious. To give it up may be the easiest
choice, however that would mean, that we accept the idea, that it is dead. The only way
to withstand that idea is to close ranks with ink painting, to revive it to new glory or to
perish together. This might be the meaning the “choice of a civilized person™ , as Mr.
Chen Yinque put it in his comments on Wang Guowei.

In these past hundred years we have become tired of wars and movements. And the
economic growth brought us increased worry and doubts on life rather than happiness.
Like the old saying goes: “A hundred years’ life bears a thousand years’ sorrows”
.Under such conditions art tends to hide away from the pains of earthly existence and
to pursue a detached lofty happiness. It hardly praises the common, vulgar delights.
Common live is in fact like a meat grinder, mixing fleshly happiness and fleshly pains.
 HRATEA R So, if there is anything in life worth to praise, what should it be? We either have to

Solo exhibition ) )
at Today Art Museum oppose earthliness or we have to become part of it.
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It looks like a dream to transform ink painting into contemporary art. If you still have any aspiration to express
your own personality, you may waste your life-time on that narrow and crowded path. Our ancestors, like Xu
Beihong or Jiang Zhaohe suggested to amend Chinese painting with western realism. Unfortunately time has
proved, that this is the wrong way.

It is obviously not Liu Qinghe’s way to turn eyes back to tradition. He chose his way corresponding to his
structure of knowledge . he found his inspiring energy in the western art of the 20th century.

Since 1993 Liu Qinghe painting shows the influence of some European artists, such as David Hockney. In his
own word, he was touched by the middle-class way of live, depicted by Hockney. Although there was nothing
like a middle-class existing in China at that time, he was impressed by the passion of life of this group of people
and he tried to single these people out from the rest.

Rather than to say, that Liu Qinghe was influenced by some forms of western art, it is more proper to say, that
he was influenced by its values. Eurpean 20th century art tends to endeavour man’s inner life and volatile
psychological conditions. Its emphasis on personality and expression of an artist’s self deeply influenced Liu
Qinghe’s painting. Reflecting of his own existential experiences and their essential meaning he developed his
interest in “life”.

To understand Liu Qinghe’s art, we must firstly understand his concept of “life”. Weakness and danger are
important elements that construct life. Scenes depicting men floating in water represent the dangerous zones of

life. We struggle to reach the other side without having any certainty of success. It is the journey of life.

All of Liu Qinghe’s works are clearly related to city life. As ink painting is today moving away from its



