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ssage 1

My surprise over the past few winters has been the personality transformation my
parents go through around mid-December as they change from Dad and Mom into
Grandpa and Grandma. Yes, they become grandparents and are completely different
from the people | know the other eleven and a half months of the year.

The first sign of my parents’ change is the delight they take in visiting toy and
children’s clothing stores. These two people, who usually dislike anything having to do
with shopping malls, become crazy consumers. While they tell me to budget my money
and shop wisely, they are buying up every doll and dump truck in sight. And this is only
the beginning of the holidays!

When my brother’s children arrive, Grandpa and Grandma come into full form. First
they throw out all ideas about a balanced diet for the grandkids. While we were raised in
a house where everyone had to take two bites of corn, beets (F#3£) , or liver (foods that
appeared quite often on our table despite constant complaining), the grandchildren
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never have to eat anything that does not appeal to them. Grandma carries chocolate in
her pockets to bribe (B§#) the littlest ones into following her around the house, while
Grandpa offers “surprises” of candy and cake to them all day long. Boxes of
chocolate—pie disappear while the whole—wheat bread gets hard and stale. The kids
love all the sweets, and when the sugar raises their energy levels, Grandma and
Grandpa can always decide to leave and do a bit more shopping or go to bed while my
brother and sister—in—law try to deal with their highly active kids,

Once the grandchildren have arrived, Grandma and Grandpa also seem to forget all
of the responsibility lectures | so often hear in my daily life. If Mickey screams at his sister
during dinner, he is “developing his own personality”; if Nancy breaks Grandma's mirror,
she is “just a curious child”. But, if | track mud into the house while helping to unload
groceries, | become “careless”; if | scold one of the grandkids for tearing pages out of my
textbook, | am “impatient”. If Paula talks back to her mother, Grandma and Grandpa smile
at her spirit. If | say one word about all of this excessive love, Mom and Dad reappear to
have a talk with me about petty jealousies.

§ #xsg5arvk

HEJLE, R—BEBRIHG (surprise: amazement, astonishment, shock) IR B #
2R (personality: character, identity) #3 (transformation: change, shift), %4
RAR 12 B4, HiTaRXBERX (change: become) THRRE., ZK, AT THEIE
B, REZE 1M1 A ARFTBBHLTTLAME (different: distinct) T .

BRXBREETHKE—EERK (sign: mark, token) BEMIIFERK (visit: sightsee) It
HE5)LEBW (clothing: garment) & (store: shop) BYETRILH KM E M (delight: joy,
pleasure). XHEAMEHIFE (dislike: hate) {E{ 5 M43 (shop: buy, purchase) &1 (mall:
department store) HXHIA, IMEEHZER TRIEA (crazy: frantic, mad) jH##F (consumer:
buyer, shopper). B R4 4707 % 1 2 #f 8 #b (wisely: brightly, smartly) &HE(budget: arrange,
organize, schedule) BECHIFXEWY, BRMEMIECSHET TREA (in sight: in view, in
vision) FTE @& (doll) MAEKAEE. FEAXEREBH (holiday: vacation) HIFI8

(beginning: start)!
BAUBKE TR Carrive: reach) i), FHEAMPTRSBEHEH (come into full form:
energetic). B, fiI4&#FF (throw out: get rid of, give up) FIBEXM A FH A KBW
(balance) fR®& (diet: food) M:2Z (idea: concept, opinion, thought). AT, ERIIE
I (raise: feed, foster, rear) AR, BIIEMARBEE—HOEXK. HEREBFIR
BRAIME (constant: continuous, regular) ##& (complain: moan), {HEXEEHSH
H# (appear: emerge, occur, present) ZE{RE L], HE, XEMFIIHNARARLIE (eat:




have, take) ALxtii1%E W35 (appeal: attraction, charm) KIZ&RT. K ORER
EE A, HHEMBS| Cbribe: attract) B/DHAHATRE (follow: pursue) HhiE T8, 1
255 Mk R FB R M ERLS T TR (offer: bring, provide, supply) “HE”. —&&H
HEHREMERT (disappear: eat up, vanish), TiZiFHEAHEME (hard: crisp, firm,
rigid). TR (stale) T . BT IERFTH EWR (sweet: sugar), 7 H, 7R (sugar: sweet)
#38 (raise: enhance, reinforce, strengthen) T & FI1#1i& A (energy: force, power) i,
2525 M E B AT LR E (decide: choose, determine) &7, ZEXEXMARAER, HE
FERKA, MBOAENETFTRER BB (deal with: look after) M IAEE (active:
energetic, vigorous) #T.

—BAFAIRT, 35355 8l F (seem: appear, look) =18 (forget: disremember)
THHEREX (daily: everyday) £ EIFFIKIR#HE (responsibility: duty, obligation) il
(lecture: discipline). MEK AR (dinner: meal) B XHib KB EMM (scream: cry,
shout, yell), fiat#kil b B7E “1&FF (develop: grow) ftEHCKAME”, MBEERITHETH
WEIETF (mirror), WERBIAN “ RE—NITFER (curious) EF”. HEZ, Z£RHE (unload:
unburden) ## (grocery) B, WMRBHERL (mud: clay, dirt) it (track: leave) B
F, RSB IAKIRE “HiLXE (careless: reckless)”; WMRBREAHFHM— 9T (tear:
rip) TRIEAFJLTLMINFK (scold: blame, criticize, reproach) fli, B&# AN “i&H
it (impatient: anxious, intolerant)”. WERH 5B BEIRK (talk back), F3FMPLY
RSER (smile) BB S (spirit: courage). WMRBXTIXFHE (excessive: extreme,
unreasonable) FH XA, RO BRESHRMBRICRI D/ DHEEE (jealousy: envy)
Z e

More surprising, perhaps, than the current difficulties of traditional marriage is the fact
that marriage itself is alive and thriving. As Skolnick notes, Americans are a marrying people:
relative to Europeans, more of us marry and we marry at a younger age. Moreover, after a
decline in the early 1970s, the rate of marriage in the United States is now increasing. Even
the divorce rate needs to be taken in this pro-marriage context. some 80 percent of
divorced individuals remarry. Thus, marriage remains, by far, the preferred way of life for the
vast majority of people in our society.

What has changed more than marriage is the nuclear family. Twenty—five years ago,
the typical American family consisted of a husband, a wife, and two or three children.
Now, there are many marriages in which couples have decided not to have any children.
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