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) introducing the Author and the Text

The selection is taken from Readings for Writers by Jo Ray McCuen-Metherell et al. For
more than three decades, the book has been the preeminent rhetorical reader for the freshman
composition course. This best-seller provides the most comprehensive coverage of writing,
while offering the most selections of any other rhetorical reader. More than 100 readings in
multiple genres—poems, newspaper columns, diary entries, formal arguments, student essays,
biographies, speeches, and excerpts from books, paragraphs, e-mails and short stories—are
included. The twelfth edition was published in 2007.

“Will Spelling Count?”, written by Jack Connor, is taken from Chapter 16 of the book,
“Combining the Modes,” which offers more contemporary rhetorical theory on the notion that
the modes/patterns are used as tools for inquiry.

1. John Caldwell Holt (1923—1985), American author and educator, one of the best known
proponents of homeschooling, and a pioneer in youth rights theory. Holt, a disillusioned
teacher, criticized the educational system in such books as How Children Fail (1964) and How
Children Learn (1967). His books influenced the early wave of the modern homeschooling
movement. The form of homeschooling promoted by Holt is often referred to as “unschooling.”

2. Alexander Sutherland Neill (1883—1973), Scottish progressive educator, author and founder
of Summerhill school, which remains open and continues to follow his educational philosophy
to this day. He is best known as an advocate of personal freedom for children.

3. Herbert Kohl, educator best known for his advocacy of progressive alternative education and

as the acclaimed author of more than thirty books on education.
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4. Ken Macrorie, editor of College Composition and Communication, who has taught at
Michigan State, San Francisco State, and Western Michigan universities.

5. joint ( & KBKAIF A ), marijuana cigarette.

6. capital punishment ( 5Eff], #%ff] ), legal infliction of death as a penalty for violating criminal
law. Today capital punishment is typically accomplished by lethal gas or injection,
electrocution, hanging, or shooting.

7. thesis statement ( 3/3i/] ), a sentence or two in a text that contains an author’s position or
perspective on a topic. Although it is certainly possible to write a good essay with an implied
thesis (many narrative essays, for example), the lack of a thesis statement may well be a sign
of weakness.

8. Vince Lombardi (1913—1970), one of the most successful coaches in American football history,
known as a great leader who inspired and motivated his players. Lombardi led the Green Bay
Packers to five National Football League (NFL) championships, as well as victories in the first
two Super Bowls.

. Frowning, taking my pipe out of my mouth, and hesitating, I would try to look like a man
coming down from some higher mental plane. F45E i 3k, M0 S L&y, AT 280 ATk,
it 2 —RIE IR T REE.

2. Since assigning topics or imposing organizational schemes would mark me as just another
conventional English teacher, killing any chance I had to inspire my students to discover
their inner voices, I tried to proceed indirectly—with class discussions on subjects I thought
would make good topics: the latest editorial in the student newspaper, the problems of
communicating with parents and friends, political apathy, the sights and sounds of the
campus. (IR LGF A8 a0 H ol omin e se sy, BRI AnsEiE ZImA2E 0L, Mifi
TR L )ﬁ] RS NTE O AL, ST, FORN TR ;&- LI N Yy — 2 Af
R RS, s AR PP A ie, SRR A RS, XTBEE B,
Kb i Jd, P

3. I put all directions and suggestions in writing, and tried to note on each of the papers
submitted where the writer had followed my advice and where he had not. J¢ {1454 FIE L
Hisk, JREHEE A BB RSO B B, ORI A RS T, A
Jr AT IR

4. A new kind of paper appeared in the weekly pile: well organized, mechanically polished, and
clearly a second or third draft. —FuEBIE SCHBULE B FE 3SR IR I8 b, el TE 8™, +

N ERR L TONTY S oL o 7

5. After four years of teaching I had learned that, given my particular skills, I had to leave
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consciousness-raising to other teachers. JU/E #2225l T AIRE , IR pORFaRRERET 5, TR
SRR A SRR S LM 2 A I B4 T .

6. The new syllabus has the old rules, but—while still playing the traditional authoritarian—I
have changed my tone to that of a man sure of what he wants his students to do, certain they
can do it, but too cool to be nasty about it. F K H K EIIRAFEARLE RN, (HE, Fedi
AL R F A, BsoR TR CMIES, WIS mE R LA A, JF )
REARCE]. BORh ik 170, BRI ST M A A

Key to the Exercises

® Building Your Vocabulary
1. apathy ( path “J&5%, J&IE” ) sympathy ( [F]1F ), pathetic (S AFRTEK, AR ), empathy

(BBIERD)
negative (neg “Hik; Z#”) neglect (ZM, ZB%), negligence (HZ ), negation ( FE )

2. (1) come up (2) bristles
(3) intent (4) count
(5) nasty (6) relevant
(7) category (8) pull off

® Using Reference Books and the Internet

A fussbudget ( K/MEAY A ) is somebody who typically worries about trivial things. The person
thinks excessively about unfortunate things that might happen, and is excessively concerned
about matters of trifling importance. “Budget” in “fussbudget” is a bit more elusive, especially
since we tend to associate “budget” with long columns of numbers. But one historical meaning
of “budget” was “a collection of things,” which fits nicely with the fussbudget’s large inventory of
complaints. Oddly enough, “fussbudget” has so far been found in print only as recently as 1904,
but we can assume that it existed in spoken English long before that date.

The Space Race ( K %% 3@ %% ) was an informal competition between the United States and the
Soviet Union to see who could make the furthest advancements into space first. It involved the
efforts to explore outer space with artificial satellites, to send humans into space, and to land
them on the Moon. The Space Race effectively began after the Soviet launch of Sputnik 1 on
October 4, 1957. The term originated as an analogy to the arms race. The Space Race became an
important part of the cultural, technological, and ideological rivalry between the United States
and the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

The expression “sights and sounds” ( [if ULJ/7[] ) refers to the things or people or events a person

witnesses or hears about, as in You experience the sights and sounds of Victorian London when
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you watch the film.

Parallelism ( Jf %1 45 {4 ) may also be known as parallel structure or parallel construction. In
grammar, parallelism is a balance of two or more similar words, phrases, or clauses. The
application of parallelism in sentence construction improves writing style and readability. The
following two sentences are arranged in parallel structure:

(1) The teacher said that he was a poor student because he waited until the last minute
to study for the exam, completed bis lab problems in a careless manner, and lacked
moltivation.

(2) The salesman expected that he would present bis product at the meeting, that there
would be time for bim to show bis slide presentation, and that prospective buyers would
ask him questions.

A guru ( 0fi, 52#40i4h ) is a Hindu or Sikh leader or religious teacher. Guru is Hindi for teacher.
In contemporary India and Indonesia, the word “guru” is widely used with the general meaning
of “teacher”. In Western usage, the meaning of guru has been extended to cover anyone who
acquires followers, though not necessarily in an established school of philosophy or religion. In
a further Western metaphorical extension, guru is used to refer to a person who has authority

because of his or her perceived secular knowledge or skills.

® Translating Important Statements

1. R EE FIE M AR ZBEZSntRERE, MiTEREiEdBEMERNE BELRNE
i, MAR—NEFEZAHL., Zi8H ., 17 LT 2, ( Efficient readers, who know when to
slow down and when to speed up, experience reading as “viewing a panorama of ideas” rather
than slowly slogging their way through the text word for word. )

2. IMRRBRRERE, HegH, ERETE—KZE, RCERNRESIRUERM B EEEE
BRI ERT [RIRERLZS . (If you are reading actively, you will find that you remember as much after a
single reading as you did during repeated re-readings at your old passive rate. )

3. BAE/NERR, BRINSHBACKER THF RGN, B, X458 L —FE
I RAkLEAFAESE . ( Early in grammar school, most of us rid ourselves of the habit of actually
mouthing the words as we read, but the habit often continues in a more subtle way. )

4. YRFEOAER, REEBEEEN S, HRRRIS KRR B CRERMARA, R
LBRE A B UM A48 E? ( Your comprehension will drop at first as your
confidence falters, but soon you will find that you are understanding what you read and you

will wonder why you ever went so slowly before. )
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5. AT B i A KB SCTF A RS R AR K i, PR ) 32 5 BB 52 4 T LA SR s Ak P IX S A R
( Speed-reading techniques are justifiably used to quickly dispose of much of the volume of

low-level written material which fills our time. )

*_Key 10 Readings and Seli-testing

1.C 2.A 3.D 4.B 5. A 6.C 7.B 8.A 9.C 10.D






Introducing the Author and the Text

Roxanne J. Coady is the owner of R.J. Julia Booksellers in Madison, Connecticut. Edited by
Roxanne J. Coady and Joy Johannessen, The Book That Changed My Life is a collection of 71
essays by writers celebrating the books that matter most to them. Each brief essay tells of one or
sometimes two books which “changed the life” of the author.

Books change lives, and if you have any doubts on that score, you need only dip into this
joyous celebration of reading by people who have distinguished themselves in various fields,
from sports, to cooking, to journalism and the arts. In brief and lively essays, the contributors—
wrestlers, actors, singers, monks, Nobel Prize winners, chefs, politicians, writers—tell about the
single book that changed the way they see themselves and the world around them.

Each writer presents insights on his or her meaningful book that makes you want to rush
right out and get a copy to read yourself. And indeed, the editors of the book include even more
titles in the back for recommended reading and strongly suggest that you also read the works
written by the book’s contributors.

Reading this book makes one reflect on books that have changed his or her life. It was also
a pleasure to read essays from some of our favorite authors, and be introduced to other authors
as well. This book is recommended to every bibliophile who wants to be reacquainted with old
favorites, and find some new ones.

1. Little Golden Books, a popular series of children’s books. The first twelve titles were published
on October 1, 1942.
2. Madison, town in the southeastern corner of New Haven County, Connecticut.




