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Foreword

In the realm of art the virtuous does not stand alone,

By now admiration is cherished for the Two Sus everywhere in the world;
Brushstrokes of inspiration and thoughts of enchantment,

North and south of the Yangzi [River] their art is beyond compare.

Impressed by the paintings of Su Liupeng and Su Renshan, Mr. Qi Gong, renowned
elderly calligrapher and connoisseur, wrote this poem. It was May, 1988, after Mr. Qi
Gong, along with Mr. Huang Miaozi, Mr. Liu Jiw’an and Mr. Xie Zhiliu, attended the
exhibition of Paintings of Su Liupeng and Su Renshan held at the Guangzhou Art Gallery.
The paintings of the Two Sus have fallen into oblivion for more than a century. Lingnan
huazheng liie, the most comprehensive biographical dictionary of Guangdong artists, spared
Liupeng only a very brief entry, without any mention of his life, teachers and his artistic
achievements. It was not until 1940 when Mr. Jian Youwen (Jen Yu-wen) organized the
exhibition of Cultural Relics of Guangdong Province that the art of the Two Sus secured a
more detailed presentation and evaluation. Mr. Ren Zhenhan, after visiting that very
exhibition, gave high praise to Liupeng’s paintings. He pointed out that his works were
“marvels of Chinese figure painting. There had hardly been anyone in Central China as
good as Liupeng in the last few centuries.” Fifty years passed by in a flash. Thanks to the
in-depth research work of experts and scholars throughout the world, the Two Sus now
assume their rightful place in the history of Chinese art.

Preparations for the current exhibition of The Art of Su Liupeng and Su Renshan, jointly
organized by the Guangzhou Art Gallery and the Art Gallery, the Chinese University of
Hong Kong, have taken two years. Featuring the most representative works in the collec-
tions of the two museums, the exhibition is a first attempt to study these two artists on such
a large scale. It signifies a continuation of cultural exchange and cooperation between
Guangzhou and Hong Kong. Moreover, the exhibition provides a golden opportunity for
the art enthusiasts in both cities to appreciate the art of the Two Sus.

Organization of this exhibition was complemented by research work conducted by scho-
lars in Guangzhou and Hong Kong, who have built upon the foundation of earlier scholars
to gain new insights into the art of Su Liupeng and Su Renshan. The papers that they have
written will be published in a separate volume. This kind of cooperation no doubt provides
a new dimension to academic exchanges between the two cities. The exhibition consists of
one hundred items, of which 40 are provided by the Chinese University of Hong Kong and
the rest by the Guangzhou Art Gallery. It is to open on March 24, 1990 in Hong Kong and
July 5 in Guangzhou in the same year.

In the preparation of the exhibtion, Dr. Mayching Kao and her colleagues at the Chinese
University Art Gallery travelled between Hong Kong and Guangzhou and devoted much
time and effort to the selection and photography of the exhibits. On behalf of the
Guangzhou Art Gallery I wish to convey our sincere appreciation to them.

Zhou Yu’an
Curator
Guangzhou Art Gallery



Foreword

Su Liupeng and Su Renshan were Cantonese artists active in the first half of the
nineteenth century, a critical period which witnessed the beginning of the decline of the
Qing Empire. They were both natives of Shunde prefecture and lived around the same
time. Modern scholars have grouped them together as the Two Sus, yet there was no evi-
dence that they knew each other. Their art, though sadly overlooked by their contem-
poraries, has moved the modern man deeply, winning for them a place among the most out-
standing artists of this period. Su Liupeng was best known for his lively depictions of the
common people, departing from the traditional subject matter of a literati painter. His
down-to-earth representations of strong Cantonese flavour contrast with the highly indi-
vidualistic works of Su Renshan, whose landscapes and figares were mainly images of his
mind. Using techniques inspired by the woodcut medium, Su Renshan achieved a personal
style that is bold and original. This critical period of history has left their imprint on the art
of the Two Sus, who in turn shaped the new spirit of the age by their innovations in art.

The Two Sus have risen from their relative obscurity to prominence in the twentieth
century through the pioneering efforts of modern scholars and collectors. Exhibitions of
their works have been held many times in Hong Kong and Guangzhou. The current exhib-
ition, The Art of Su Liupeng and Su Renshan, organized jointly by the Guangzhou Art Gal-
lery and the Art Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, documents more recent
efforts to collect and to study the works of the Two Sus. Selected from the two museum col-
lections, this exhibition of one hundred paintings and calligraphy aims to trace the artistic
development of these two artists. Scheduled to be shown in Hong Kong and Guangzhou, it
will provide the art enthusiasts in both cities the opportunity to enjoy, study and reassess
the achievements of the Two Sus. Moreover, the forthcoming publication of research pap-
ers on Su Liupeng and Su Renshan by scholars in Guangzhou and Hong Kong will present
the latest studies on Su Liupeng and Su Renshan, thus bringing in a new dimension to
academic exchanges and cooperative programmes between Guangzhou and Hong Kong.

In the course of preparation for this exhibition, we have enjoyed the warm reception and
strong support of the Guangzhou Bureau of Culture and the Guangzhou Art Gallery, for
which we are deeply grateful. We wish to thank Ms. Huang Ying, former curator of rhe
Guangzhou Art Gallery and her successor, Mr. Zhou Yu’an, who have been most generous
with their time and advice. Mr. Xie Wenyong, together with the experts of the Guangzhou
Art Gallery, selected the exhibits and supplied the catalogue entries to the Guangzhou
exhibits. In addition, Mr. Xie wrote the scholarly essay on Su Liupeng in this monograph.
The staff of the Chinese University Art Gallery are mainly responsible for the photography
of the exhibits, mounting of the exhibition and production of this monograph.

We acknowledge gratefully the kind assistance of the Hong Kong Branch of Xinhua
News Agency. Dr. F.C. Chen, Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies of this Univer-
sity, strongly supported this project, which was funded by the Institute’s research grants.
A special vote of thanks is offered to Mr. Wong Chung-yin, Professor Jao Tsung-i and Mr.
Lee Yun-woon for their constant guidance and expert advice. Last but not least, Mr.
Harold Mok’s editing of the English translation of the essay by Mr. Xie is deeply
appreciated.

Mayching Kao

Curator

Art Gallery

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Shunzhi
Kangxi
Yongzheng
Qianlong
Jiaging
Daoguang
Xianfeng
Tongzhi
Guangxu

Xuantong

1644-1661
1662-1722
1723-1735
1736-1795
1796-1820
1821-1850
1851-1861
1862-1874
1875-1908
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