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Learning Through Reading
2 (B E LA

Having Faith

i
15 T

abandon-—abrupt

P A

You can call me A. J., which is an abbreviation of my full
name, Alexander Justice. I like to abbreviate my name because it’s
easier for people to remember. I work for a museum that collects abo-
riginal artifacts.

I would like to tell you why I have an abiding faith in the legal
system. The story you’re about to read has been abridged to reduce its
length.

I used to live in an area where criminals abounded and where the
legal system seemed powerless. One day, my daughter was abducted.
Although I abided by the kidnapper’s monetary demands, they refused
to release her. I had no choice but to put my faith in the legal authori-
ties. The police responded immediately and searched the area. Despite
their lack of success, they refused to abandon their search or to call an
abort to their mission. They knew that any abertive action would
surely result in my daughter’s death.

The investigation eventually led the police to conduct an abrupt
search at the home of a local official who was abashed when he learned
of the search. My daughter was found in his basement. She had abra-

_ IS DASCIIEnt
sions to her wrists where the abrasive rope had scraped her. The offi-
cial was arrested along with his bodyguard who abetted him in the kid-
napping.

The official was forced to abdicate his position and was sent to
prison for life. The judge told him that he was lucky that _(iz_lgi_tg]_ punish-
ment had been abolished and that it was only due to this abolition that
he would not be executed. The swift apprehension and strict punishment
of these cnmmaIEWpedTo abate my lack of faith in the legal system.
These days, I truly believe in “justice”, and it’s not because of my
name!
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abiding [o'baidin] adj. FFA K
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Love of Numbers
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absenteeism-—access
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As an academician, [ think Mathematics is an intriguing and ab-
sorbing science. However, many of my students consider it an ab-
stract science and they hate it because the equations are too difficult to
absorb and to remember. I think my students would laugh if they knew
how I became so interested in Math.

When I was a freshman in college, I also believed Math was a mere
abstraction. Studying it was like falling into a spinning abyss of num-
bers and symbols. Just thinking about it seemed like an abuse of my
brain. However, my entire tuition was financed by an academic schol-
arship, so I had to maintain high marks in all of my classes, including
Math. ‘

My most M‘i class was Advanced Calculus Mathematics. It
was taught in a large lecture hall which abutted the North access gate
of the University. Unlike the many absentees in my class who often
abstained from attending the boring lectures, I dared not absolve my-
self from this responsibility. Any degree of absenteeism would proba-
bly cause me to fail Math and to lose my scholarship. I was so afraid of
failing that I even pledged abstinence from my abundant supply of
alcohol.

It wasn’t until the fourth week of Math class that I met the wonder-
ful person who would accelerate my interest and understanding of this
absurd subject. She was a foreign exchange student from Beijing. She
was also a brilliant mathematician. She would come to class everyday in
a colorful silk scarf that accentuated her lovely smile.

It was so nice to meet someone from my home country. She in-
spired me to love Math. Although we now live and teach in different
countries, I still see her smiling face between every number I write!
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abstruse [ob'struis] adj. fERE , EE M

absurd [ob's3id] adj. FEiBH, TEH

abundant [o'bandont] adj. ZE &K, oA
KEW

abuse [o'bjuis] n. (BUFIZEH) MH; (B
Fh i) AKE O

abut [o'bat] vi. 483, BIEAR

abyss [a'bis] n. M, YL

academic [ ,&ko'demik] adj. ¥ ARH ;2B
H ISR

academician [okedo'mif(2)n] n ¥ &
S0 GBE s FE

accelerate [ ok'selorert] ». 1. fifde, fimE
2. R R4 B R4

accentuate [ &k'sentjuert] ». Z&H, 3R

access [ 'mkses] n. 1. $Efih, 33E (B HL

need oo ) 20 A EIE

Bl

PR, —E XMEE KK,

HARMAFELCE,

b0 1= ok 2 U R By 9 0 1 5 e

i ISR

AR PE !

YEN—2 7, MINAECF R —TTBRA B 5 AN A MR, &
T, B A2 M X R — TSRk, IR S, OB
FOACHEHI e SORMEIC A o FRAB AN SR 3 30 2 A TR 3 2 Gy ok B 7 A

ER—0f, ARBEB R TARR — Rl il 4, S BE R B T 5
FRLF SRS NI BRI AU B 5 B B AR 7 1 H R
Bl FROZERESE 7R EE, ANRRABAETIRBER 2, X

B R BN ERAE U BB o U AE— D KUFE B, XA
AR TR A 1T o BE L5 20 G R 5 2 2 A (] B 4 O 0 i
JBE, FANAEL A 1E E 5K RPRITIRE SAE . 1 RIS 2 D ER Al B
BIBAEA T T ER LA, REFERALE BEELEE

BeAiR BRI, A BE 1T ARLL (2 (B XX ] L BB A 2%
AR T A B N o bR AL ROR B 3 e A, SR — i 6L B H 27
Ko BR WIS RE - FOREHIE MR ER, BEENEL T

AEE BRI ER R T MR 7 HxT s g . RERNA
TETEA R B E 5 A 1 ANy, MANBEERE T & 807 6B B it 58

5



