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The Art of Visual Communication €
Commercial Film Image

Abstract

overty is a general phenomenon in post-WWII Taiwan. Economic depression deprived advertising of space and
condition of existence. The slow and bumpy progress that characterized the development of advertising in this
period had not grown into a more modernized, larger scale until the 1960s.

It is in the difficulty when both information and knowledge were in extreme scarcity that the advertising men who
taught themselves through experiences broke the confines of curfew, police restrictions, and censorship enforced by
Government Information Office, and demonstrated abundént creative energy. Moreover, they carved out a professional
prospect for Taiwanese advertising men, researched on 16-millimeter photography and the technique of developing and
printing under limited budget. The precision and delicacy achieved in lighting, camera shots, editing, rhythm, mood, color,
and aesthetics by their world-class skills perfected the art of 16-millimeter photography. In addition to image, the musical
compositions of Li Tai-hsiang, as one of the respectable heroes of the generation, also participated in the collective effort
to forge a new era.

In the 1980s, the Western mode of operating advertising was introduced to Taiwan, leading the way for advertising
to a regular and systematic operation through its efficient system. Discrepancies of culture, environment, and mode of
thinking, however, raised issues of regionalism and cultural difference for advertising, to which Taiwanese adverting men
responded with a spirit of innovation and exploration, in expectation of finding new possibilities for Taiwan in face of chal-
lenges from abroad. This spirit liberated advertising from established rules, enabling it to break out of restrictions and
grow and develop through incessant quest and search for new subject matters and photographic methods. It turned out
with extraordinary works that were amazing to the eye. Along with the quality which was improved by virtue of the new
techniques of shooting, producing, directing, developing and printing, and post-production introduced from the West, cre-
ative works proliferated, metamorphosed into new life that was independent of Western influences. They, through a com-
bination of image with self-reflection, raised questions closely related to our society, which not only were thought-provok-
ing but served as texts for substantial thinking. The kaleidoscopic images that were specifically Taiwan-made influenced
the neighboring countries such as Thailand and Singapore, paving the way for them to an era of colorful images.

One of the problems for advertising in Taiwan has been a lack of perseverance. Remarkable breakthroughs were
made and lost in short time. Take digital image technology and 3D animation which made tremendous progress in the
1990s as example. Owing to the development of digital technology, unbounded imagination of human beings was fully
expressed, and expressions unrealizable in conventional optical films were realized, which gave shape to the state-of-
the-art expressionistic fashion.

However, the experiments and alarming achievements did not survive through the first ten years. The films of those
once talented directors have become pretentious and devoid of originality. In the works of contemporary commercial film
makers, individuality and distinctive features are rarities. We have lost, in a word, a character of our own.

The task for current generation is to retrieve the romantic spirit of creativity, revive the moment of revolution, and
gain an international perspective with our foot on the ground of Taiwan. Luckily, a power of continual attempts and self-
examination is taking shape, which, hopefully, will blossom into outstanding achievement in the near future.

The development of advertising in Taiwan relates also the story of 'Taiwan experience." The commercial film makers
who are capable of representing this experience, as the center of this book, include Wang Tsai-sheng, Wu Nien-chen (Wu
Wen-chin), Kung Yu-cheng (David Kung), Deng Yung-hsing (Sparkle Deng), Peng Wen-chun (Wayne Peng), Liu Tien-

ming (Martin Liu), Kung Wen-yann, Chen Hung-i, and Hsiao Ya-chuan.
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