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The foolishness of the economic wisdom preaches to the workers that
they should adapt their numbers to the valorization requirements of capital.
The mechanism of capitalist production and accumulation itself constantly
effects this adjustment. The first word of this adaptation is the creation of a
relative surplus population, or industrial reserve army. Its last word is the
misery of constantly expanding strata of the active army of iabour, and the
dead weight of pauperism.

— Karl Marx, Capital, Volume I.

Initially, assistance to the poor was based everywhere in the local
community. This ascription of assistance to the smallest circle was, first of
all, a consequence of the corporative ties that bound the community. As
long as the supraindividual organism around and above the individual had
not changed from the municipality to the State, and freedom of mobility had
not completed this process factually and psychologically, it was the most
natural thing in the world for neighbors to assist needy persons. ... The
increase of general prosperity, the greater police vigilance and, above all,
social conscience which, with a strange mixture of good and bad motives,
“cannot tolerate” the sight of poverty, all contribute to impose on poverty
increasingly the tendency to hide. And this tendency to hide logically iso-
lates the poor increasingly from one another and prevents them from de-
veloping any feeling of belonging to a stratum.

— Georg Simmel, “The Poor”
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