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A gentle breeze blew through Jennifer's hair. The golden red sun was
setting. She was on the beach, looking up at the fiery ball. She was amazed by
its color, deep red in the middle, softly fading into yellow. She could hear
nothing but the waves and the seagulls flying up above in the sky.

The atmosphere relaxed her. After all she had been through, this was what
she needed. “It's getting late,” she thought, “I must go home; my parents will
be wondering where | am.”

She wondered how her parents would react, when she got home after the
three days she was missing. She kept on walking, directing herself to bungalow
163, where she spent every summer holiday. The road was deserted. She
walked slowly and silently. Just in a few hundred meters she would have been
safe in her house.

It was really getting dark now, the sun had set a few minutes before and it
was getting cold too. She wished she had her favorite jumper on: it kept her
really warm. She imagined having it with her. This thought dissipated when she
finally saw her front door. It seemed different. Nobody had taken care of the
outside garden for a few days. She was shocked: her father was usually so




strict about keeping everyfhing clean and tidy, and now... It all seemed
deserted. She couldn’t understand what was going on.

She entered the house. First, she went into the kitchen where she saw a
note written by her father. It said. “Dear Ellen, there is some coffee ready, |
went looking. ” Ellen was her mother but — where was she? On the right side of
the hallway was her parents room. She went in. Then she saw her, her mother,
lying on the bed, sleeping. Her face looked so tired, as if she hadn't slept for
days. She was really pale. Jenny would have wanted to wake her up but she
looked too tired to force her. So Jenny just fell asleep beside her. When Jennifer
woke up, something was different... she wasn't in her mother's room and she
wasn't wearing the old clothes she ran away in. She was in her cozy bed in her
pajamas.

It felt so good being back home. Suddenly she heard a voice. “Are you
feeling better now, dear? You know you got us very, very scared.”
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- fiery /'faiori/ adj. BRBEHEH), KLAH; BBRE; HMIUHY

- amazed /a'meizd/ adj. WE1RH, TREH

- fade /feid/ v. #%, (ff) #E; FHWHEE; Wit

. seagull /'sigal/ n. ¥R

- atmosphere /'ztmoasfis/ n. k5, kKE; =5; S5
relax /ri'leks/ v. J#Y, M, HAH#

‘react /ri'zkt/ v. (fEHH) RNL; BRI (FEMD

. bungalow /'baggelou/ n. CGHFERK) K5

- jumper /'d3samps/ n. BRER¥E, BkRiZsh A, BEEREIshY; BLFENEL
A, MR B, THEMR

10 dissipate /'disipeit/v. ({#) JH#, (#) Hsk; B®
11 cozy /'keuzi/ adj. (BRF) &F&EH); FUIAEH
+12. scared /skead/ adj. Eif), ZEE
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~J1- She was on the beach, looking up at the fiery ball. She was amazed by its
color, deep red in the middle, softly fading into yellow.
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“2- She wondered how her parents would react, when she got home after the
three days she was missing.
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The story goes that two friends were walking through the desert. During
some point of the journey they had an argument, and one friend slapped the other
one in the face.

The one who got slapped felt hurt, but without saying anything, wrote in the
sand: “Today my best friend slapped me in the face.”

They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to take a
bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started drowning,
but the friend saved him.

After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote on a stone: “ Today
my best friend saved my life.”

The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him, “After |
hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now you write on a stone. Why?”

The other friend replied: “When someone hurts us we should write it down
in sand where winds of forgiveness can erase it away. But when someone does
something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind can ever
erase it.”
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1. argument /'aigjument/ n. g, it IR, HEil

2. slap /slep/ n. fiHl; f85; ALEE v. ;s Ffee-e- BUF adv. IEMEH,
HiE; BARM

~9. oasis /ou'eisis/ n. FFM
4. forgiveness /fa'givnis/ n. T, T2l
-5 erase /i'reiz/ v. ¥, Eh

~6. engrave /in'greiv/ v. Hf%l




When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where winds of
forgiveness can erase it away. But when someone does something good for us,

we must engrave it in stone where no wind can ever erase it.
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