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Ba_ck-formed Expressions in Chinese and English
Summary in English

Yuen Ren Chao

Back formations are very common in English and other Western languages. Why
are they so rare in Chinese, except a few in which expressions are back-formed
by removing the negative affixes? The answer is that while Chinese words and
phrases are not unlimited as to form classes, they are functionally much more

versatile than in inflected languages or partially inflected languages such as

English. For examples see the main text.
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