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ILLesson One

Text: What Is Language?
Word Study: hardly
respond to, face to face, as a result,
free from, distinguish ... from, not yet,

according to, at least

Phonetics : Bl TR AN
Grammar ; BiA] be M AFRE (L R H & AUAEBE A X
Reading Material ; Everybody’s Second Language

TEXT

WHAT IS LANGUAGE?

Whatever else people may do when they come together—whether they play. go
shopping, see a doctor, or make automobiles—they talk.! We live in a world of words. ?
We talk to our friends,our brothers and sisters,our fathers and mothers;we talk to total
strangers. We talk face to face and over the telephone. And everyone responds to us with
more talk. Television and radio further swell the torrent of words. * As a result hardly a
moment of our waking lives is free from words. We talk even when there is no one to an-
swer. We sometimes talk to ourselves. And we are the only animals that do this—that
talk. ¢ '

The possession of language, more than any other nature®, distinguishes humans
from other animals. To understand our humanity one must understand the language that
makes us human®. They say that it is language which is the source of human life and
power’. To some people of Africa a newborn child is a “thing”, not yet a “person”. Only
by the act of learning language does the child become a human being. ® Thus according to

this tradition, we all become “human” because we all know at least one language.
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PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

whether ... or ... § = g oo eee
face to face apsRil
as a result A
free from T eveene B AFeeeees CAlG!
more than £F; #Bit '
distinguish ... from R 5 Feeeee
not yet EBAH, HE
according to W, B
at least N
NOTES

1. Whatever else people may do ... they talk. 24 A\ TR —&I, AEMBIISMEM 4
— R ER. EUY. BEL, TRERE — 1S RIE.

] 3% 17 whatever 5| ik Rif WA B 5 o (8] U/ & whether ... or 5|t #ik

FRIBENE, WERAL.

go shopping £WY). XRR-—FH R EERE, LHEXEIE/EEYYTH.

KPR L FH go walking Z#(2E. go swimming Uk, 0.
She went (out) shopping with her mother. it F115 15 4 £ 4y,
2. We live in a world of words. B{J&EHEE —-MESHHFE S,
XHEH) words BA “Fig”. “WRiE”. Bl
May I have a few words with you? WA AFIRIRIRE 2
Don't say a word about it. X4 2t 5% .

3. Television and radio further swell the torrent of words. HIFI HEFIRIFBER

%,

4. And we are the only animals that do this—that talk. Zh¥ & B H RITAKEMBI X —

] that talk SR A that do this [@ i, # & & 1E M 4], &4 animals, that talk

F Skt — 2 Ui B that do this,
5. ... more than any other nature, ... #idH fth{FfoT4E4E

ERE—MENE, ARMTRAEE NS, HEEFRXIANSYHREES

fiE.

6. To understand our humanity ... makes us human, BT HBEIIAL, A{IRKLB T

RAE R AT A ANLHIES .
MENAEREEREENRE. £iEone BRAERIA, B “YEM A7, T H M
—_— 3 s



