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RELATION BETWEEN DOGMATIC THEOLOGY
AND PHILOSOPHY

Chao Ya-Po
ABSTRACT

Distinctioa between dozmatic theology and philosophy is an undoubted and
an indubitable fact. Philosophy relies simply and solely oa the light natural of
reason: the philosopher uses principles which are knowa by the humaa reasoa,
axd he argues to conclusions which are the fruit of human reasoning. The
theolozian, on the other hand, although he certainly uses his reason, accepts his
principles on authority, on faith; he recieves them as revealed.

It follows that the principal difference betwee.l the theolozy and philosphy
lies in the fact that the theolozian receives this principles as revealed and
coisiders the o“jects with which he deals as revealed or as deducible from what
is revealed, whereas the philosopher anpreheids his principles by reasoa alone
aad coasiders the objects with which he deals not as revealed but as
appreheasible aid apjprended by the natural light of reason. In the other
words, the fundamental difference between theolozy and philosophy does not lies
ia a difference of objects concretely considered.

Relation between theolozy and philosophy is aa undoubted and an
indubitable fact too, because we know that some truths are proper to theologzy,
since thzy are kiaowa oaly by revelatioa, while other truths are proper to
philosoohy alone in the s213e they have not revealed, but there are some truths
which are commoa to both the2olozy aad philosophy, since they have been
revealed thouzht at the same time the; ca1 be established by reasoa. It is the
existeace of these commoa truth which makes it impossible to say that theology
and philosoohy have not relatioa: God is commoa author of theological truths
and philosophical truths betweea the both truths can’t be contradiction, but
cooperation. The theological truths confirm and direct negatively the philosophical
truths, while the philosophical truths explain and make more clear the

theolozical turths, the both truths are neccessary to humanity.
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