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A Brief Introduction

Hui Neng is one of the Buddhist monks who have had the
most profound influence on Chinese thoughts and culture. He
founded the Southern Sect of Ch’an Buddhism which had its roots
in Indian Buddhism, but took shape in Chinese traditional
thoughts and culture, and became a model of localization for
Buddhism in China. Hui Neng’s thought was mainly reflected in
the Platform Sutra. Having taken full advantage of all kinds of
historical materials available on Ch’an Buddhism, including the
Dunhuang documents, inscriptions on tablets and monuments,
and also using the new research achievements from both at home
and abroad for reference, this book includes a quite extensive
analysis and research on life of Hui Neng, the establishment of
Hui Neng’s Sixth Patriarch status, the formation and development
of the Platform Sutra, the source of Hui Neng’s Ch’an thought,
the outline and details of Hui Neng’s Ch’an thought, and his
innovation on traditional Buddhism. Also discussed is Hui Neng’s
historical position and influence. The book puts forward many
new academic viewpoints, including author’s own stand on many

issues debated among academic circle.
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