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Abstract

In October 2009, the Union parties and the FDP formed the coalition, and Angela
Merkel won her re-election as federal Chancellor. Meanwhile, the European debt crisis
is deteriorating. The evolving domestic and foreign policies of the Black-yellow coalition
and the changes in the European economic situation build up the basic framework of this
book.

The political part of this book mainly focuses on the federal election and federal
state elections since the autumn 2009, and the party landscape with its patterns and
developing trends. In the reviews on the results of the federal state elections in 2011,
different factors that influence the elections, as well as the growth and decline of each
party and its trends are specifically analyzed. The “coalition of the willing” formed by
the Union Parties and the FDP has been struggling due to constant internal crisis since it
came into power two years ago. FDP’s own problems are seen as the main reason, and
the decline and downfall of this party has.become a political topic most concerned.

Ever since Merkel’s re-election, the domestic economic situation in Germany has
showed a better sign than the international one. During the European debt crisis,
German economy has outperformed all the other EU member states from 2010 to 2011,
due to strong export, solid financial policy, effective reform and the convergence
between the old and new federal states. Further reasons for this outstanding economic
performance are that the economic policies of the Black-yellow coalition have played a
positive role, and that the reform in the social security system launched since Schroder’s
government has also contributed a lot. While introducing the fundamentals in the
German economic development, the economic part of this book also provides a
comprehensive review on the economic policies of the German government since
Merkel’s re-election, and deep analysis on the role of Germany in the EU economic
governance mechanism under the European debt crisis. Considering the huge and wide
impacts of Berlin’s decision to abandon the nuclear power that might have on its
domestic politics, economy and society, the German energy policy characterized by
“turn” is also included in this part as an important topic.

More and more attention from all sectors of the German society has been paid to



the integration problem of the immigrants, especially those immigrants with an Islamic
background. The social part of this book reviews the big discussion triggered by the
integration problem of the Islamic immigrants group, introduces the views and disputes
from different parties, and also gives analysis on this issue from the political, social and
cultural perspectives. The sustainable development of cities is a key point in the German
national sustainable development strategy. Germany has plenty of advanced experiences
in this field. Meanwhile it also faces new problems generated by changing society
structure. Therefore, one article in the social part of this book is focused on the basic
concepts and characteristics of the sustainable city development in Germany, the strategic
targets since the 2lst century, the establishment and implementation of the related
policies, and the analysis on the current obstacles met during the city development.

The Trans-Atlantic relations are one of the most important pillars in the German
foreign policy. After the adjustment period in the Grand coalition, the Germany-United
States relations have entered the phase of “selective alliance”. So basically, it is really
hard for both parties to reach an agreement on all the vital issues. Among three core
principles of the German foreign policy, the current government is more dedicated in
the peace policy. While enhancing its European policy, the Black-yellow coalition also
initiated Germany’s first “ Concept for Africa” in June 2011, in which the North Africa
area is also concemed, and showed a firm position not to participate in the military
action against Libya. With regard to the Middle-East policy, the current government
showed a preference to Israel in a more obvious way. The consistency and changes in
the German foreign policies mentioned above are elaborated more detailed in the foreign
policy part of this book.

Since the Black-yellow coalition has held power, the Sino-German relations have
witness a steady development, with the biggest highlight of the initiation of the first
Sino-German government consultations. Regarding the economic relations, both
countries had chosen active measures against the impact of the international financial crisis.
Based on this, the overcome of the crisis and a win-win situation have been realized
through the expansion of trading scale and the development of economic and trading
cooperation, and the strengthen of bilateral consultations and coordination. Since the 21st
century, Germany has put more and more emphasis on the cultural and educational policy
in its China policy. Its policy carrier has established a multilevel responsibility pattern
based on the “ Public-Private Partnerships”, which has effectively promoted the
implementation of the key tasks, with success in promoting the German language, the

educational cooperation and cultural communication, and the country image.
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