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FOREWORD

Sand-dust weather is the phenomenon that wind blows dust
and sand from ground into the air and makes it turbid. It’s one of
the main disastrous weather phenomena influencing northern areas
of our country. Great casualties of people’s lives and properties
occur in these areas because of severe sand-dust weather.

In recent years, with the development of society and economy,
the disastrous influence of sand-dust weather on national economy,
ecology and social life has become a hot issue in China, even in
the world. With more and more attention to sand-dust weather
and gradual increment of monitoring ways, the sand-dust weather
research has been made and forecast level for this kind of weather
has been improved, which contributes a lot to loss mitigation and
sand-dust weather prevention.

In order to meet the requirements of sandstorm research,
provide more sufficient sand-dust weather information for weather
forecasters, National Meteorological Center compiled this “Sand-
dust Weather Almanac 2009”. The volume of almanac not only
assists us by obtaining further knowledge on the behavior of
sandstorm and improving forecast accuracy but provides better
service for prevention of sandstorm as well. Thanks for the
contribution of sand-dust data from relevant meteorological
sections. We own the success of this compilation to the great
support of all the meteorological observatories and stations
country-wide.

“Sand-dust Weather Almanac 2009 covers the annual
general situation and meteorological background of sand-dust
weather, annual and monthly temporal and spatial distribution
charts of different types of sand-dust weather, as well as some
charts and tables of main sand-dust weather cases in 20009.
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