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2011 Serpentine Gallery Pavilion

_ Peter Zumthor

The 2011 Serpentine Gallery Pavilion is
designed by world-renowned Swiss ar-
chitect Peter Zumthor. It is the architect’s
first completed building in the UK and
includes a specially created garden by the
influential Dutch designer Piet OQudolf. At
the heart of Peter Zumthor's Pavilion is a
garden that the architect hopes will inspire
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visitors to become observers. His design
aims to help its audience take the time to
relax, to observe and then, perhaps, to start
to talk again — maybe not. The design em-
phasizes the role, the senses and emotions

play in our experience of architecture. With

a refined selection of materials, Zumthor
creates contemplative spaces that evoke
the spiritual dimension of our physical en-
vironment. As always, Zumthor's aesthetic
goal is to customize the building precisely
to its purpose as a physical body and an
object of emotional experience.

The concept for this year's Pavilion is the
hortus conclusus, a contemplative room, a
garden within a garden. The building acts
as a stage, a backdrop for the interior gar-
den of flowers and light. Through black-
ness and shadow one enters the building

from the lawn and begins the transition
into the central garden, a place abstracted
from the world of noise and traffic and the
smells of London—bitumastic an interior
space within which to sit, to walk, to ob-
serve the flowers. This experience will be
intense and memorable, as will the materi-
als themselves—full of memory and time.
Materials have always played an evocative
as well as an essential role in the buildings
designed by Zumthor. The 2011 Pavilion is
constructed of a lightweight timber frame
wrapped with scrim and coated with a
black paste mixed with sand. Exterior and
interior walls with staggered doorways
offer multiple paths for visitors to follow,
gently guiding them to a central, hidden
inner garden.

pt as noted)
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Treehugger _ One Fine Day: Office
for Architectural Design
“Treehugger” is a pavilion that is currently

exhibited at the National Garden Show — -
(BuGA) 2011 in Koblenz, Germany. The pa- 2 e '(“'
b g Rl S
vilion will serve as a place for exhibitions, r : ,“
= B /e Wik

lectures, workshops and similar events
during summer 2011.

The polygonal geometry and manifold
symmetries of nearby St. Castor’s stellar
vault have been a major inspiration for
the project. Together with a rotationally
symmetrical order a system of interdepen-
dent geometrical relations was defined
that was resilient, yet rigorous enough to
adapt to specific structural and functional
needs. Furthermore the "branching” and
inherent “porosity” of the tree's leafy
canopy above has been abstracted into
the similarly “porous” pentagonal and
rhombic tessellation of the surfaces.

Next to that a “chain of symmetries” helps
to balance the degree of complexity of
the structure: the pavilion literally revolves , .
around an existing lime-tree whereby

its five tree-columns are symmetrical in
themselves.

For sustainability reasons “treehugger” has

mainly been constructed in timber, where-

Eig pavilion

terrace ERA



by deliberate exhibition of a grid of wooden-
beams defines the ambience of the space

as well as the structural system. This rather
complex modular structure appears as a

merely haptic space of structural ornaments
during the day. At night however, “treehug-
ger” changes its appearance entirely. Then
the interactive light-installation reacts to the
visitor's movements and literally virtualizes
the space and its structure. “Treehugger”
was dismantled and relocated in October
2011 to then serve as an exhibition space
on the client's own premises.
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