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Time Limit: 3 minutes 30 seconds

7. The ?arth’s Atmosphere

Unless it’s raining or the wind is blo-
wing, we don’t usually pay much atten-
tion to the atmosphere, the blanket of air
that surrounds the Earth. Yet. without
the atmosphere, the Earth would be a deso-
late  + » 44, planet with no signs of life!

The atmosphere plays several roles in
helping to make life possible. First, the
atmosphere provides the three gases nec-
essary for life. oxygen, ; -
=, » and carbon dioxide - 7 vz, . All an-

|, » nitrogen 5

imals, including ourselves, breathe oxy-
gen. Nitrogen and carbon dioxide are both
needed for plant growth. Less important at-
mospheric gases include argon (s ,, neon
= » helium 2, , and hydrogen 4 , .

Second, the atmosphere also protects
us from most of the sun’s high-energy ultra-
violet light rays s ...+, » which are harm-
ful to life. Although these rays are only a
small part of the sunlight striking the
Earth, they are known to be very danger-
ous. However, 99 percent of all ultravio-
let rays are absorbed before they reach
the Earth’s surface. They are absorbed by
an atmospheric gas, called ozone ¢ ;. ), a
type of oxygen gas. The ozone layer sur-
rounds the Earth but is much thinner over
the North and South Poles than over oth-
er regions of the Earth.

The one percent of the ultraviolet
light in the atmosphere that does reach

the Earth’s surface is known to cause sun-
burn and is now believed to also cause
skin cancer in many people. Because of
this, doctors recommend that people limit
the amount of time they spend in direct
sunlight and wear a suntan lotion g; s %)
that blocks the ultraviolet rays when they
do sunbathe.

Finally, the atmosphere generates all
types of weather such as clear blue skies
and storms. It acts as a huge energy ma-
chine, changing sunlight into other forms
of energy such as heat and wind. As part
of this role, the atmosphere regulates the
temperature at the Earth’s surface. First
it allows only 46 percent of the sunlight
striking it to pass through and actually
reach the Earth’s surface. Second, car-
bon dioxide gas in the atmosphere con-
trols the amount of warmth on the Earth’s
surface that is allowed to radiate

(4 %, back into space. By B
these two controlling §§
devices, the at-

mosphere regulates

’ " }
the Earth’s surface ';-;.
temperature. Y \

(354 words)




Com;weﬁenslon Sxercises |

. Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A. The ozone layer is much thicker over North America than over the North Pole.
B. Ozone is a type of nitrogen gas.
(. Ozone can absorb some ultraviolet rays before they reach the Earth’s surface.
D. Ozone can protect us from anything harmful to our life.

2. The main idea of the third paragraph is that
A. the Earth is surrounded by a layer of ozone

. 99 percent of all ultraviolet light rays.that reach the Earth’s surface are absorbed by the
ozone layer

(. the ozone layer protects people from the sun’s high-energy ultraviolet light rays

[D. ozone is an atmospheric gas which surrounds the earth

3. According to the article, carbon dioxide
A. s a less important atmospheric gas
B3. controls the amount of warmth on the Earth’s surface
(. allows only 46 percent of sunlight to reach the Earth’s surface
. acts like a huge energy machine

{ . Doctors suggest that
A. people should stay away from the sunlight to protect themselves from sunburn
B. people should block the ultraviolet rays when they do sunbathe
C. people should wear a suntan lotion under direct sunlight
. people should know that skin cancer results from sunbathing

5. The Earth would be a desolate planet without the atmosphere because

/. the atmosphere is mainly composed of oxygen, hydrogen and nitrogen, Wthh are indispen-
sable to our life

B. the atmosphere plays several roles in making life possible

(. the atmosphere allows only harmless rays to reach the Earth

. the atmosphere controls the amount of warmth on the Earth’s surface

g, Complete the following sentences with the information given in the passage.

1. The ozone layer over other regions of the Earth is than that over the North and South
Poles.

2. Itis that changes sunlight into other forms of energy.

J. Although ~are mostly absorbed by the ozone layer, doctors suggest that people should
limit the amount of time spent in direct sunlight.

. Compared with argon, neon and hydrogen, are more important in helping to make
life possible.

5. The purpose of wearing a suntan lotion is to

2.



Time Limit: 3 minutes

2. Is El Nino Back?

There are signs that El Nino, the
massive warming of the Pacific Ocean
that affects the world’s weather. may be
forming again.

A satellite orbiting 600 miles
above the Pacific Ocean picked up a streak

of warm water forming along the
equator — an early sign of the phe-
nomenon felt around the world when it last
appeared., just four years ago.

[t is more than 3,000 miles long. The
water in it is nine degrees warmer than in
surrounding areas — a substantial « 1 % x
) number to oceanographers « ¢ .

he warm pool 1s growing and has caused
government forecasters to put out an advi-
SOTY (%, §.4i %)

“It’s a hcads-up in advance so that

people can properly be prepared for this

”

event.” said Vernon Kousky of the Na-

tional  Oceanic and  Atmospheric
Administration’s Climate Prediction Cen-
ter.

If a full-blown El Nino does form,
Americans would most likely start to feel
its effects next fall and winter.

The government called the forecast very
preliminary «# % «7) — but the warning al-

lows emergency agencies to make plans.

“Right now, we can’t predict wheth-
er it will be weak, moderate « } 5 or
strong in intensity %2 ,” said Kousky.

Some scientists say it’s too early to
predict anything at all. “1'd be very care-
ful,” said one who asked not to be
named. “There is indeed a very large
anomaly « = i 4> in the Pacific right
now, and we need to watch it. But these
things are very difficult to forecast.”

El Ninos can be both good and bad,
depending on where you are. Even a rela-
tively small one can bring about signifi-
cant changes by shifting the wind patterns
from the Pacific Ocean that pass over the
United States.

During the last El Nino, in 1997 and
1998, rainfall doubled in California, cau-
sing a $1 billion in storm damage. On
the other hand, in Florida, for-
est fires were put out

by the extra rain.

(308 words)
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4.> Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. What can be regarded as an early sign of El Nino?
A. A 3,000-mile long water streak.
B. A water streak that is warmer than surrounding areas.
C. A streak of water forming along the equator.
D. A huge warm water streak along the equator.

2. “The warm pool” in the third paragraph refers to
A. the Pacific Ocean
B. the 3,000-mile long warm water streak
(. the Atlantic Ocean
D. a new El Nino

Lo

Why is it necessary to forecast the coming El Nino?

A. Because it would affect Americans next fall and winter.

3. Because scientists will be able to know whether it will be weak, moderate or strong in in-
tensity.

(. Because emergency agencies will be able to make plans to prepare for it.

. Because scientists will be able to observe the formation of the El Nino.

o

1. What is the main idea of the last two paragraphs?
A. El Nino can be both beneficial and harmful to us, depending on where it happens.
B. Even a small El Nino can bring about great changes.
(. An El Nino caused one billion dollars’ worth of damage to California in 1998.
). An El Nino put out forest fires in Florida.

5. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to *“heads-up” (Paragraph 4)7

A. Rise.
B. Warning.
(. Threat.

D. Indicator.

33,# Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the information
given in the passage. and mark Y for YES. N for NO. or NG if information
is not given in the passage.

Judging from the evidence, scientists have made the forecast that a new El Nino is forming.
When an El Nino is coming, people cannot feel its effects straight away.

When an EI Nino is coming, people can take proper precautions against it.

The rain in California in 1997 was two times more than that in 1996.

El Nino is the warming of a massive water body that can heavily influence the world’s
weather.

S O R N



Time Limit: 3 minutes 15 seconds

3. Wiildlife Conservation

In my children’s lifetimes, I believe
gorillas, chimpanzees and orangutans
#) will all become extinct ¢ % 42, in the
wild. So the question we have to ask our-
selves is this: do we want our children to
see only in zoos what used to exist in the
real world? It is the great apes that will dis-
appear first, because there are so few of
them left, and because they’re so vulnerable
(% -9 %+) to changes in their habitats.

Many of the threats to these animals
result from a global economy and not lo-
cal pressures. The threat to the orangu-
tans in Indonesia, for example. is largely
a result of deforestation and the risks to
apes and chimpanzees in Africa result
from the timber trade and the demand for
bush-meat. The two work together: log-
ging (% 4 opens up the forest, which
means that the bush-meat can be got out
fast, to Kinshasa or to London.

If we want to avoid the disaster. people
in developed countries will have to take a
global perspective and accept responsibility
for the damage export crops, such as tim-
ber, coffee, cut flowers or even green

beans, do to the environment. The chal-

ol

lenge is to avoid simply imposing e« 4z )
Western attitudes on local peoples.

Already there are no truly wild
places left in the world. Looking at wild-
life has become the preserve of the middle
classes over the last 20-odd years, and as
wild animals become even rarer, so more
tourists want to see them. But tourism
alone plainly cannot conserve the world’s
animals; economic development is the
priority (44 & & ¥).

For the future, 1 suspect that if you
really want to do something about wild-
life conservation, you would be better off

putting your money into women’s educa-

_ tion rather than just into the protection of

flagship species. Women often bear the

direct costs of wildlife conflict;

&

their knowledge of how to deal N

with conflict and

e ¢

how to control their A

own reproductive des-

tinies may yet determine
the survival ¢+ %) of
many threatened
species.

(325 words)
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Comprehension Sxevcises

. Choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. Why will the great apes become extinct in the wild first?
A. Because the great apes arc moving away from the wildlife conservation
areas.
B. Because the great apes are unable to survive any natural disasters.
(. Because more and more great apes are kept in zoos.
[D. Because the great apes are unadaptable to changes in the environment.

. In the second paragraph. the word “deforestation” means

A. the process of hunting for wildlife in forests
B. adventures in forests

C. the process of removing forests from a place
D. the exploration of forests

. According to the passage, all of the following statements are true except

A. the development of tourism helps to conserve wildlife

B. developed countries should be aware of the damage export crops do to the environment

(. all the threats to animals result from local pressures alone

D. the timber trade and the demand for bush-meat risk the lives of primates « 7 # £ 744 In
Africa

. We can infer from the fourth paragraph that

A. it is the middle class that should take more responsibility for animal conservation

B. compared with economic development, tourism is more important in animal conservation
C. in order to conserve wild animals, economic development should be put above everything else
D. tourism cannot conserve wildlife; it will only do harm to the environment

. The author suggests in the last paragraph that

A. one would be richer if he puts money into women’s education

B. to put money into women'’s education is more important in wildlife conservation than to put
money into flagship species protection

C. women know how to determine the survival of many threatened species

D. women often bear the direct costs of wildlife conflict

93, » Complete the following sentences with the information given in the passage .

. According to the author, the extinction of wild animals will be mainly a result of
. Not only local people, but also ~should be responsible for the damage export crops do

to the environment.
More and more tourists want to see wild animals because -

. The threats to animals in Indonesia and Africa result largely from the demand for timber and

__is important in wildlife conservation. So more money should be put into it.

-6-
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There are different ideas about pets
in different parts of the world. In most
cultures, animals have an inferior « 4« %
#) position to human beings. In most in-
stances. however, people treat their pets
like members of their families, or per-
haps better. In the United States, and
Europe, where pets are very popular,
there are special shops that sell jewelry.
clothing, and gourmet « % -+« food for
cats and dogs. There are shops on fash-
ionable streets in New York City, for ex-
ample, that sell gold and diamond col-
lars, fur jackets, hats and mittens for pets.

In many countries of the world,
there is special food for pets. It is com-
mon for supermarkets in many places to
sell cat food and dog food. However, in
Nice, France, there is a special restau-
rant for dogs. Dogs are the only custom-
ers. There is seating for 20 of them.

On the menu, there are varieties of
special gourmet dishes for dogs to choose
from. There is a sausage dish, a turkey
dish, and a pasta dish, among others.
For dessert, there is a variety of French
cheeses and, of course, dog biscuits.

In the U.S., there is a very rich cat
who can afford to go to any restaurant he
chooses. His name is Kitty Cat. Kitty Cat

4. Pets

inherited (4 ) 100,000 dollars when his
owner died. In addition, the owner left
Kitty Cat a beautiful mansion to live in.
There is a person who comes to the man-
sion every day to feed and take care of
Kitty Cat.

Of course, in most parts of the
world. pets don’t live in such wealth and
luxury. There is a more practical and
functional « = 7 #5) attitude towards pets.
People own cats and dogs because they
keep away mice and other unwanted ani-
mals. Certainly, owners generally have
their affectionate « # 174 feelings for
their pets. However, they do not see
them as equal to family members. In most
places in the world, there isn’t any spe-
cial clothing, or jewelry, or gourmet food

for animals. There aren’t special restau-

rants for dogs. There are no rich
cats who live in mansions.
Pets  around
the world live in a
great variety of ways,
just as people do.

(360 words)
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Comprehension Cxercises

3. Choose the best answers to the following questions.

. The special restaurant in Nice offers for dogs.
A. roast turkeys
B. toast and noodles
C. fried chicken
D. different kinds of cheeses

2. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. Pets enjoy special treatment in the U.S. and Europe.
B. Dogs and cats never wear clothing. '
. In most parts of the world, pets live a comfortable life.
D. Kitty Cat inherited one million dollars from his owner.

. Which of the following is not mentioned in this passage?

A. Kitty Cat is a very rich cat.

B. The special restaurant in Nice has seats for 20 dogs.

C. Some pet shops in New York sell gold to pets.

D. People own cats and dogs mainly to keep away mice and other unwanted animals.

4. In most parts of the world, animals

A. are treated as equal to their owners’ family members

B. have a superior position to their owners’ family members
C. have an inferior position to their owners’ family members
D. are treated better than their owners’ family members

. What'’s the main idea of this passage?

A. Dogs enjoy living in mansions.
B. Kitty Cat can afford luxury food in any restaurant.
C. In different parts of the world people treat pets in different ways.

D. It is not necessary to have special food, clothing, and jewelry for animals.
N

33;» Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the information

7 given in the passage. and mark Y for YES. N for NO. or NG if information
is not given in the passage.

In the United States and Europe, some pets have a superior position to human beings.
Cat food, dog food, and seating for pets can be easily found in supermarkets.
Although 100,000 dollars and a mansion were left to Kitty Cat, he had to take care of
himself.

A more practical attitude to pets is commonly accepted in most parts of the world.
People generally have a nice feeling towards their pets, but they don’t usually treat pets
as equals to their family members.
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