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Passage 1

Directions

[ In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the
questions. For questions 1 — 7, choose the best answer from the four choices

marked A. B, C and D. For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the

information given in the passage. j

Indonesian Tsunami Disaster

Ing. eleven years old, isn’t sure how she felt after surviving the tsunami(¥5%) disaster
that hit the western coast of Thailand on 26 December 2004.

The tide waves not only swallowed her whole native village of Bann Nam Kem, but also
the life of her loving aunt, who had taken care of her after her parents’ separation. Another
aunt is missing and has not yet been found.

“What happened really saddens me. I cried until I had no more tears. The only
reminders of them that I could find in the debris (3% )were one of their blouses and a watch

. On the day of the disaster, I was staying with my grandmother in a nearby village. 1 got
very scared when I saw the wave, It was as tall as the tops of the pin trees., When it hit, I
thought my grandmother and I were going to die. Luckily, a truck stopped and picked us up.
We finally made it to the top of the mountain safely,” she said, still looking frightened.

“My house was completely destroyed, and I do not have the courage to go back and live
there again, let alone to swim in the sea. I’m afraid that such a terrible thing might happen
again.”

Ing i1s now staying at a temporary shelter, waiting for her mother who lives in another

district to come and collect her. At the same time, she looks forward to going back to
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school. “I want to go back to study, and only hope that my school will reopen soon. ”
What 1 Witnessed

Gordon Weiss, UNICEF’s Media coordinator of Emergency Operations, was in Aceh,
the province hardest-hit by the tsunami. He gave us an eye witnessed account of the
disaster. .

A young boy clung to a plank (B A& #&). People were watching him from the bridge
above, staring for a few moments, and then moving on. The boy’s dead body lay atop a sea
of debris, the gentle ccean swelled, rocking him against the bridge’s wooden pillar.

The one emerald-green (#4t) rice paddy-fields (# M) of Aceh have become graveyards
for thousands of people. Bloated (B k), blackened bodies rose above the water and lined
the narrow roads. Corpses seemed to be everywhere . ..

On that fateful morning, farmers working on their fields watched in amazement as a wall
of water appeared in the distance, then tore across a broad strip of coastal land, smashing
everything in its path. The 10-meter-high wall of water—carrying wood and other debris
surged across the plain, crossing the two kilometers to Segun Ayon in about 4 minutes.

We drove on a little closer to the sea, to the village of Pengungi. Of the 6,000 people in
the area, about 1,000 were killed. A third of the victims were children; another third.
women,

The children, frightened by their experience, clung to their parents as we talked. The
adults told us that 13 of the 15 schools in this small cluster of villages had been destroyed.
Many of the teachers were killed. Apart from food and water, the people here pleaded for
help to reopen the schools for their children, who desperately needed a safe place that could
restore some normalcy (iE# 3R #&) to their shattered lives. One old woman said in broken
English, “Education is medicine to these children. ”

Every few hours, aftershocks shook the ground here. The stench (% &) of death
lingered in the air. Half of the city of Banda Aceh had been destroyed, with the figures for

the dead rising each hour.
What We Can Do

Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of United Nations, delivered his statement in Jakarta.
Indonesia, 6 January 2005,

What happened on 26 December 2004° was an unprecedented., global catastrophe. It
requires an unprecedented, global response. For the United Nations, it is the largest natural
disaster the Organization has had to respond to on behalf of the world community; in the
sixty years of our existence ... It seems at times like a nightmare from which we are still
hoping to awaken.

We will never know the exact number of how many men, women and children perished

on 26 December, and in the eleven days that have passed since then. We do know that at
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least half a million people are injured; that more than a million people are displaced (% £ %
) ; that nearly two million people need food aid; and that many more need water, sanitation
and health care.

So as we grieve for the dead and pray for those still searching for loved ones, we have a

duty to the survivors.
To Treat the Wounded

To prevent further suffering as a result of polluted drinking water, destroyed
infrastructure, of food, clothing and shelter.

To stop the tsunami from being followed by a second wave of death, this time from
preventable causes.

And in the longer term. to prevent a third wave of despair, where people can’t recover
their livelihoods, homes or communities,

The governmental response has been matched by unprecedented generosity from the
general public. Consider the six-year-old boy in Shenyang, China, who donated his life
savings of 22 dollars. Or the citizens of Sweden, a country of nine million inhabitants, who
have raised more than 70 million dollars for the relief effort in Asia, while struggling to cope
with the fact that almost 2,000 of their compatriots ([F i) are still missing in the tragedy ..

So the goodwill and concern around the world are enormous. So are the challenges

facing us.
Another Disaster to Children

The most heartbreaking the tsunami disaster has brought was on children, who account
for as many as one-third of the total killed. Now, as refugees register in temporary camps,
the world is confronting a different sort of tragedy: tens of thousands of children have been
either separated from their parents or orphaned. These kids, whom relief workers are calling

“the Tsunami Generation,”

have become prime objects of the global outpouring of
sympathy. But they are also drawing some unwanted attention.

Relief workers say many orphans are suffering from both physical and psychological
trauma (f{#5). A UNICEF spokesman says many are “in a state of denial. ” Some who saw
their mothers drawn, he says, cling to the belief that Mom has just gone to the ocean for a
while, and that she will soon return. Protecting children from exploitation is another
priority. Previous disasters have demonstrated that kids are targets for gangs involved in
human trafficking (A0 Xs), which thrives in parts of the i’egion.

How serious is the threat? Supervisors, in at least one refugee center in Sri Lanka,
report that people have turned up asking if they can buy children. “Bad people take

advantage of difficult situations,” Bellamy says.
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Response to the Threat

The Indonesian government responds by restricting travel for kids and banning
adoptions out of Aceh. Indeed, none of the affected nations are eager to send tsunami
orphans abroad.

The U. S. State Department, for its part, has placed a postponement on adoptions of
tsunami survivors by U. S. citizens. For one thing, not all the displaced children are
necessarily orphans. Some newly single parents may have dropped off their kids at shelters
as they surveyed the ruins of their houses and lives. Other parents may still be alive but were
separated from their children during the chaos of the flood. “For every story about an
orphan” says Paul Deveril, a UNICEF project officer in India, “there’s also a story about a
parent searching for their child. ”

Those who still want to help have options. Both the French and Italian governments
have set up programs that will allow people to sponsor tsunami orphans. In the U. 8., the
Christian mission Gospel for Asia, based in Carrollton, Texas, is raising funds to build 10
“transition homes” in Sri Lanka alone. But there’s also the risk that with so many displaced
children, local governments won’t be able to find new homes for all of them, which could
make thousands of orphans permanent wards(g ¥ A) of their respective states. Perhaps
then their adoption by foreigners will not seem such a bad idea.

Approximate Length: 1,375 words

o0
O — U . .
e iQamprehension Exercises

Complete the following exercise without referring back to the passage you
have read.
1. The passage mainly talks about
A. protecting children after tsunami disaster
B. tsunami disaster
C. casualties of the tsunami disaster
D. response to the threat
2. When the disaster happened, Ing was
A. playing with other children in a nearby village
B. together with her grandmother in a nearby village
C. crying because she was very scared
D. driving a truck with her grandmother

3. A third of the victims were in the village of Pengungi.
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A. girls B. children C. the old D. the disabled

In the city of Banda Aceh, the figures for the dead

A. accounted for half of the city population

B. fell each hour

C. rose continuously

D. was unknown

There were almost in the tragedy.

A. 2,000 Sweden tourists missing

B. 70 million Sweden tourists who died

C. nine million inhabitants missing

D. 2,000 Sweden people missing

We will never know

A. the exact number of how many men, women and children perished on 26 December
because there were too many tourists )

B. the exact number of how many men, women and children died on 26 December
C. that at least half a million people are injured

D. that more than a million people are displaced

The U. S. citizens cannot adopt tsunami survivors immediately after the disaster
A. because they can still help in some other ways

B. because it is difficulty to decide whether the displaced children are orphans

C. because the dispiaced children are not allowed to be adopted abroad

D. because not all the displaced children are necessarily orphans

The U. S. State Department postponed of tsunami survivors by U. S.
citizens.

Many orphans are suffering from both trauma,

To sponsor tsunami orphans and are two options for those who offer help.

o O
Wards & Expressions

swallow v. M, #&, &%
e. g. a building that was swallowed up by fire # k#GFBRHER
let alone ¥ AFIE, HEHIH

e. g. Their ancestors had been dirt poor and never saw royalty, let alone hung around

with them. fifiWHAFHER ARBERTRERR, EXARMMBNE—ET.

3. UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund) #% LEREES

give an account of 4, HiR, K
coordinator n. BhriE A

e. g. cooperative coordinator & /£ R
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. pillar n. BF

e. g. a pillar of the state BERHHR

7. catastrophe n. k¥

. e. g. The catastrophe of a tragedy usually brings death or ruin to the leading character. #

BRMERERREARTRRK.

o9
e
) -}Y@:ﬁ h

1.

The tide waves not only swallowed her whole native village of Bann Nam Kem. but also
the life of her loving aunt, who had taken care of her after her parents’ separation. M@y
EBRANERTH - ABFEEHON T . CRETANERBERE-ERBBNEENBEALE.
The boy’s dead body lay atop a sea of debris, the gentle ocean swelled, rocking him
against the bridge’s wooden pillar. BB FARERESRMNRE L&, FHOKEFHRER. K
FPHBERIHRTHAREL.

On that fateful morning, farmers working on their fields watched in amazement as a wall
of water appeared in the distance, then tore across a broad strip of coastal land, smashing
everything in its path. EHAMHRKENER EHETENRRESLED, AL REL
i, BEEBXN KR RAN I FRZA HBT 1.

And in the longer term, to prevent a third wave of despair, where people can’t recover
their livelihoods, homes or communities. M KiE¥E, LAB LB = WHEBH PR, ekt 51k
ANMAEEKEEE FARREEREIHX.

But there’s also the risk that with so many displaced children, local governments won’t
be able to find new homes for all of them, which could make thousands of orphans permanent
wards of their respective states. B W —FHWRE A LEHMLFBHATELSBLE LT
HEJLEMR BN XK, WU TIHHERIMILRAE TR I MABME MM KABET A
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&%-.jhe Exercise

A 2. B 3.B 4. C 5. D 6. B 7. C
adoption 9. physical and psychological 10. to raise funds

Passage 2

( Directions

In this section, there is a passage with 10 blanks. You are required to select one
word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the
passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. FEach

choice in the bank is identified by a letter. Please choose the corresponding letter
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for each item. You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.

Where Are Wé'l,jleading

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; wider
freeways, but 1  viewpoints; we spend more, but have less; we buy more but enjoy less.

We have bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences, but less time; we have
more degrees, but less sense; more knowledge, but less judgment; more experts, but more

problems; more medicine, but less 2 .

We drink too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry
too quickly, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray

too 3 .

We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often. We’ve learned how to make a
living, but not a life; we’ve added years to life, not life to years.

We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble 4 the street to meet
the new neighbor. We’ve 5 outer space, but not inner space; we’ve done larger things,
but not better things.

We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul; we’ ve split the atom, but not our
prejudice. We write more, but learn less; we plan more, but 6 less.

We’ve learned to 7, but not to wait; we have higher incomes, but, lower morals.

We build more computers to hold more information to produce more copies than ever,
but have less communication; we’ve become long on 8 , but short on quality.

These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce; of fancier houses, but more
broken homes.

These are the days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throw away morality, one night
stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. Where
are we heading. .. ?

If we die tomorrow, the company that we are working for could easily 9 usina
matter of days. But the family we left behind will feel the loss for the rest of their lives,

And come to think of it, we pour ourselves more into work than to our family an 10

investment indeed.

A. cross B. wellness C. healthy
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D. rush E. seldom F. random
G. conquered H. unwise 1. replace
J. accomplish K. quantity L. crossing
M. broader N. narrower O. misplace
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
6. 8. 9. 10.
@ (&)
:’ Words & Expressions
1. paradox n. #%, HMFENEWE, A]

e. g. The answer to the question is full of paradox. 3}ix4[a] 8¢9 a1 & F G 5 £ .

2. freeway n. BE A
3. recklessly adv. FEEM: HOKEN: 830 FB—UIKR

4. disposable ] {F & Fi iy
e. g. disposable diapers %R # ; disposable razors — k¥ %) 7]

5. morality n. jE{E

6. one night stand v. —#%{#%

7. replace v. B ft, ¥

8. unwise adj. ~HEH . BEN
=)

o Netes,

1. We have more degrees, but less sense; more knowledge, but less judgment. R{ 1% g r
AL BB R IV DR EREE, T LHsERD,

2. We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life; we’ve added years to life, not life to
years., BAVFE T WML AADMAERE., RIOBiILEGBUES DRBILEBRERLR,

3. We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul; we’ ve split the atom, but not our
prejudice. RITFFT TR ABETRAARINGBILFETRE DN LEEHLEKE.

4. We’ve become long on quantity, but short on quality. Bi1EK LERK. . HER LERE.

5. These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce; of fancier houses, but more broken

homes. X0 RBMAEME BERNEAR; FEFEERE . FEHREER,
These are the days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throw away morality. one night
stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill.

Where are we heading ... 7 X4 HAAERERY AURG . NEFTHEHE. EFE —WIH . ECMK,
CENGYIEARTRI —BARE EAER. . BEPHARE . RINIEERAF?

o9
o dSextg-the Exercise

1.

N 2. B 3. E 4. L 5. G 6. J 7. D 8. K 9.1 10. H
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Passage 3

y

{ The passage is followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of
them there are four choices marked A, B, C and D. You should decide on the best

choice after reading. j

The opinion of many engineers is that the architects that designed the New York World
Trade Center Twin Towers did a good job in designing the buildings. The buildings were
safe from the hazards envisioned (Hi%f) at the time. Indeed, they were designed to withstand
the force of aircraft that might crash into them. They were not, however, designed to
withstand the effects of the very high temperatures generated by the ignition (&#) of tons of
aviation fuel carried by the aircraft.

Steel lightly covered with concrete is the main structural component of the towers and
steel loses a lot of structural strength when heated to 1,100 degrees Centigrade and beyond,
as it was. To shield the steel the towers beams were coated with a few centimeters of
concrete. That insulation (4t%4) was to provide structural integrity for at least 1 hour of fire,
The towers met that test. The south tower lasted 62 minutes. The north, 103 minutes.
Tragedy followed when not all could escape prior to the collapse.

Most experts agree that the Twin Towers were very well designed. Many also agree
that the people planning the attacks were very knowledgeable and aimed the aircraft at a
height that would effect the most damage. The aircraft crash and the resulting fuel fed fires
were aimed at about the 90th floor. That was just high enough to ensure that the upper
floors would weaken with the heat and crack down, dropping into the remaining part of the
building.

The mass of the falling top floors created such a falling load that some experts estimate
it exceeded by 5 to 10 times normal bearing loads. The effect was like a giant hammer, each
floor contributing more weight to be born by the next floor down.

Were the Trade Towers well designed? Engineers say yes. But, the public refers to the
belief that architects will never again design a tall building without considering the effects of
terrorist attacks of all potential kinds. That not only includes the ability of the structure to

withstand attack but the means to allow the buildings occupants (J2 4 #) to escape in time to

©



