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Chapter 1 History of Architecture

Part | Knowledge
Text A Architecture

Architecture is both the process and product of planning, designing and
construction. Architectural works, in the material form of buildings, are often
perceived as cultural and political symbols and as works of art. Historical
civilizations are often identified with their surviving architectural achievements.

"Architecture" can mean:

e The art and science of designing and erecting buildings and other
physical structures.

e A general term to describe buildings
and other structures.

e A style and method of design and
construction of buildings and other
physical structures.

e The practice of an architect, where $
architecture means to offer or render §
professional services in connection e
with the design and construction of a i
building, or group of buildings and B
the space within the site surrounding '
the buildings, which have as their principal purpose human occupancy
or use.

e Design activity, from the macro-level (urban design, /landscape
architecture) to the micro-level (construction details and furniture).

e The term "architecture" has been adopted to describe the activity of
designing any kind of system, and is commonly used in describing
information technology.

In relation to buildings, architecture has to do with the planning, designing
and constructing form, space and ambience that reflect functional, technical,
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An English Reader in Archirtectural Culture

social, environmental, and aesthetic considerations. It requires the creative
manipulation and coordination of material, technology, light and shadow.
Architecture also encompasses the pragmatic aspects of realizing buildings
and structures, including scheduling, cost estimating and construction
administration. As documentation produced by architects, typically drawings,
plans and technical specifications, architecture defines the structure and/or
behavior of a building or any other kind of system that is to be or has been
constructed.

Building first evolved out of the dynamics between needs (shelter, security,
worship, etc.) and means (available building materials and attendant skills).
As human cultures developed and knowledge began to be formalized through
oral traditions and practices, building became a craft, and "architecture" is
the name given to the most highly formalized versions of that craft.

Words and Phrases

architecture ['a:kitektfa] n. BB, B

architectural [ a:kr'tektforal] adj. oS ol e Sl ol I B S = SN
architect ['a:kitekt] n. EBRIW, Bt

perceive [pa'siv] V. 58, IR B R R

identify [ar'dentifar] v. P, B E 55 R T

erect [r'rekt] v. fFE L, R, B

render ['rends] v. W&, 46T, R4t

professional [pra'fefonal] adj. Bk, ki, A 2K
principal ['prmsapal] adj. BEEW, B

occupancy ['pkjopansi] n. (R %5 &a, B E, SFH
urban ['s:ban] adj. BT, T X

landscape ['lzndskerp] n. W, Ffa, 5l

adopt [2'dopt] v. WegR, KA L E

ambience [‘zmbi:ons] n. W5, AR

aesthetic [i:s'0etik] adj. EFEH, R, FEBU

manipulation [mo nipju'leifan] n. B BN
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of Architecture

coordination [kow o:dn'erfon] n. PIvE, i

encompass [m'’kampas] v. F% a8, WAR(KEEY)
pragmatic [preeg'metik] adj. SCHOREM, FE LA, LA E X
administration [od mmis'trerfon] n. AT, EHLLE

documentation [ dokjumen'terfon] n.  UEEANLEEESCHGIESE, 0%, R F LB
specification [ spesifi'kerfon] n. MY, v, R

evolve [r'volv] v. A ik

dynamics [dar'nemiks] n. g%, CFARP ) AR, 32
worship ['w3:fip] n. SFE HE

attendant [o'tendont] adj. PERRRY , B2 T A

formalize ['fo:molaiz] v. fFERX, e, Bk

craft [kra:ft] n. T2, 875,568

version ['v3ifan] n. wAs B, vk

in connection with e R ER

—— EWEE

micro-level TOWLZ H

in relation to AR, WKk, KT

do with AR, Xt TF, e AR

Answer the following questions.

1. What do people often regard architectural works as?

2. What does architecture mean to provide in the practice of an architect?

3. Why does it require the creative manipulation and coordination of material,
technology, light and shadow in relation to buildings?

4. What pragmatic aspects of realizing buildings and structures does architecture
include?

5. How many definitions are mentioned in the text? Try to translate two or
three.
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Text B History of Architecture

Geographically and chronologically, architecture appears to have originated in
the Nile valley. Through various channels the Greeks inherited from both
Egyptian and Assyrian art, the two influences being discernible even through
the strongly original aspect of
Greek architecture. The Romans in
turn, adopting the external details
of Greek architecture, transformed
its substance by substituting the
Etruscan arch for the Greek
construction of columns and lintels.
They developed a complete and
original system of construction
and decoration and spread it over thé civilized world, which has never wholly
outgrown or abandoned it.

With the fall of Rome and the rise of Constantinople these forms underwent
in the East another transformation, called the Byzantine. In the North and
West, meanwhile, under the growing institutions of the papacy and of the
monastic orders and the emergence of a feudal civilization out of the chaos
of the Dark Ages, the constant preoccupation of architecture was to evolve
from the basilica type of church to a vaulted structure, and to adorn it
throughout with an appropriate dress of constructive and symbolic ornament.
Gothic architecture was the outcome of this preoccupation, and it prevailed
throughout northern and western Europe until nearly or quite the close of
the fifteenth century.

During this fifteenth century the Renaissance style matured in Italy, where
it speedily triumphed over Gothic fashions and produced a marvellous series of
civic monuments, palaces, and churches,
adorned with forms borrowed or imitated from
classic Roman art. This influence spread through
Europeinthe sixteenth century, and ran a course
of two centuries, after which a period of servile
classicism was followed by a rapid decline in
taste.

--.‘ ceccccas.



Chapter 1: History of Architecture

In Eastern lands three great schools of architecture have grown up
contemporaneously with the above
phases of Western art; one under the
influence of Mohammedan civilization,
another in the Buddhist architecture
of India, and the third in China and
Japan. The first of these is the
richest and most important. Primarily
inspired from Byzantine art, always
stronger on the decorative than on
the constructive side, it has given
to the world the mosques and
palaces of Northern Africa, Persia,
Turkey, and India. The other two schools seem to be wholly unrelated to the
first, and have no affinity with the architecture of Western lands.

Words and Phrases

geographically [d3io'grefikali] adv. IR b AR IR b Iy T
chronologically [ krona'lpdzikali] adv. M AR

originate [a'rid3mert] v. EIET RA A, BE
inherit [m'herit] v. YR, 6T

Assyrian [o'sirion] adj. & n. LRI, AR A

discernible [dr's3:nobl] adj. CIRZS 3]

external [eks't3:nl] adj. AT, FRILAY | 2R TH Y
transform [trens'fo:m] v. SR AR AR (BT ), (O
substance ['sabstons] n. YR, i, SE R

substitute ['sabstitju:t] v. (=== A

Etruscan [r'traskon] n.& adj EFE B A RS BT
arch [a:tf] n. BT HOEY, RS

column ['kolom] n. K, BRI

lintel ['lintl] n. B, L 2

outgrow [avt'grau] V. K (kRS CEy) s
abandon [o'bendan] v. LI585 H5F
Constantinople [ konstanti'nowpl] n. BT
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undergo [ ,anda'gov] v.
transformation [ trensfo'merfon] n.
Byzantine [br'zentamn] adj.
papacy ['perpasi] n.

monastic [mo'nestik] adj.
emergence [1'm3:d3sns] n.

feudal ['fju:dl] adj.

chaos ['kemns] n.

preoccupation [pri: pkja'perfon] n.
basilica [ba'zilika] n.

vaulted [vo:ltid] adj.

adorn [d'do:n] v.

ornament ['0:namont] n.

Gothic ['gpnBik] adj.

outcome ['astkam] n.
Renaissance [ri'neisns] n.

mature [ma'tjua] v.

triumph ['traromf] v.

civic ['srvik] adj.

servile ['s3:val] adj.
contemporaneous[kan, tempa'remjas] adj.
Mohammedan [mas'h@midon] adj.
Buddhist ['budist] adj. & n.
mosque [mosk] n.

Persia ['p3:Ja]

affinity [o'finit] n.

in turn

spread out

2, K%

FE oG RER T o B2 R XS B
% D 2L, BEKTEAIYE
JiF Y, B E B R

HEHER

{RAL, ZAL

M, AM, L4522

KT B RT R, KITFE A RIT

HOIRE , (5 T4

Peifn , ey,

et , s W), B i

RS

G5, AR
XER, LEE X

B, A HIWT, FEor KR

R, T, M

B, kT 69, TiT R A

T M, B ST PR, IR
R A , R

BERER , P22 2080 , B2
B, BhEbE
WY, P 2 85 Be

B

YRR, EHEXR, AR
WK, Fe i, #5 i

SR AT A




Chapter 1: History of Architecture

Translate the following expressions. ‘f’

s

the Nile valley

various channels

the rise of Constantinople

external details

complete and original system

the civilized world

vaulted structure

symbolic ornament

Gothic architecture

civic monument

rapid decline

under the influence of

have no affinity with

Vatagage in Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka. The tooth relic of
o Buddha was once kept here. The stone carvings are of the
8§ highest quality in Polonnaruwa.

The Gold Nugget Awards are a centerpiece of PCBC — the Building Industry's
leading conference, trade show and meeting place.

The Gold Nugget Awards were born in 1963 at American Builder, for many
years a national magazine of the building industry. They were conceived
expressly for PCBC, to recognize builder/developer excellence throughout
the United States and Internationally. '
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Key Words

palace EE
hunting ground %G f#
government office &

Chang-an City K2¢55
Song Dynast

wood imitation structure {jAMER
masonry tower &A1
tomb %3

uan Dynast

Daming Palace KEHE
bracket set -}t
pillar ¥

roof beam J

slope of roof J&Thk R
corbel Hi#fs
spier &

the Great Capital of the Yuan Dynasty Jo K#R

layout #ijm
workshop g5
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glazed tile HiFEF
official building E=RE%
folk building E[a/EH

Useful Words and Phrases
remedy ['remidi] v.

site [sart] n.

unify [ju:nifar] v.

imitation [ imr'terfan] n.
masonry ['mersonri] n. & v.

standardize ['steends daiz] v.

- 10 -

temple /i
pagoda %
Islamism 24 #

1548, 41E , itk

L&, 50, st

HIKA, S

0, D53, D il
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standardization [ stendadar'zeifan] n.
estimate ['estrmert] v.

recreational [ rekrr'erfanal] adj.
craftsman ['kreftsmon] n.

statue ['statju:] n.

exceed [1k'si:d] wv.

finalize ['famnos laiz] v.

issue ['1sju:] v.

simplify ['simplifar] v.

site construction

PRl

fhit, VY, EA

TRIRH, RIR

TIE,FZA, R

R, 3B1R

M, s, (R R B R
RE TR, EM, EE R

HRR, AT, AR

i (R ) &, (T AL, (3 5
i T.

7T
Fill in the blanks with the following words given in Chinese.

works

Y :
%1 . cultural and political

CHH : historical

At professional service
J&fE :human

FOWEL : architecture
CiESi0R consideration
&3 . construction

i of light and shadow
Bifi 2 T HY « skills

BT in the Nile valley

4Rk from Egyptian art

5% . transform the

BTk of Rome
%ﬂ%é’]a

civilization

M %2z 2 HFH1E . constant
49 : symbolic

704 over Gothic fashion
. for the Greek style
#V)X % have no with
4% the Forbidden City
Gi—: art and structure
1) : wood structure
A tower
FrifEfk:_ of structural elements
PRIRYE building

# :Buddhism

FR[E] : buildings

AT : the law

2R garden
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Part I Views
What Is Architecture?

Lebbeus Woods

I think architecture is about ideas in the first place. You don’t get to design
until you have an idea. That idea has to be somewhat comprehensive. There’s
always a client asking for a building.

)

Eva Harlou!

Architecture is handcraft. Architecture is art. Most of all architecture is
framing human life. With architecture comes a great responsibility of trying
to understand the human nature.

I’m convinced that architecture has to be functional, durable and beautiful.
Furthermore it’s very important to me that my architecture reveals a clear
and understandable concept—tells a simple story. I don’t believe that “less
is more”, but I enjoy when simple and beautiful geometrical shapes solve all
challenges in a project. Architecture doesn’t have to be difficult and I don’t
think that innovative architecture has to look like something exploded.

Thom Mayne

What is architecture really? It is taking our world view, how we exist, how
we deal with each other in a civil society, and it concertizes it, it makes it
permanent, it makes it evident. The social act and the aesthetic act comes

together.

4 ¥
Architecture is a public act: It can only finally be about our social space:
connéction‘s between people, a public space, the connective tissue."

§

Peter Zumtor k. w e
Architecture ‘is a sensuous art, because it. is perceived with thg senst.If you
like a house or an inngr space, perhﬁ:s a ‘livingyroom &.9 church, it is
something you feel, not something you think. Of cours:e, the mind comes
into play §oo, as it is_through experience that we understand how buildings
work, and*sp thgre is‘ a certain empiricism at work. But the most important
thing is emotional understanding. This cannot always be rationalized or

summoned at will. It is often just there.
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