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A New Family

It was a miserable, drizzly day. Lisa held
tightly to the hand of the lady. The lady was
taking Lisa to meet her new family. Together,
they walked up the path to the front door.

“You'll have a new mum and a new dad,”
the lady said. “And a new brother, Peter. He’s a
little older than you are. There’s Bridget, who’s
a bit younger and then there’s the baby. His
name is Sam.”

Lisa didn’t speak. The lady knocked on the
door. The door was opened and they stepped
inside.
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There they all were, just as she had been
told. All five of them were staring at her. Lisa
turned to run away. Now it was the lady who
held tightly to Lisa’s hand.

“This is Lisa,” she told them all.

Lisa’s new mum was smiling at her. In her
mind, she’d gone back to the time when she was
a little girl. She’d gone to the shop to buy a jar
of honey. As she was leaving the shop, she
dropped the jar. The glass had broken and the
honey oozed all over the floor. Everyone in the
shop was staring at her. She felt so bad that she
ran all the way home, crying. She had rushed
into her bedroom and slammed the door.



“Would you like to see your very own
room?” Mum said, as she reached for Lisa’s
hand.

On the other side of the room, Sam, the
baby, was trying to climb up into his highchair.
but no-one seemed to notice.

“Oh, come now,” the lady said. “Aren’t
you going to give your new mum a kiss?”

Lisa’s new dad was looking at her. He
knew just what Lisa was going through. A
memory came back out of his childhood. He'd
been taken to meet an old aunt. Her big face
had loomed over him to give him a kiss.

On her chin was a fat, pink mole with
long, curly hairs growing out of it. He’d hated it
so much that he ran outside into the garden and
refused to come back.
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“No kisses,” he said. “She doesn’t even
know us yet.” He turned to Lisa. “Would you
like to walk around the garden?” he asked.
“There’s a swing.”
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Lisa shook her head. She didn’t look at
him. She was watching the baby. Sam was still
trying to get himself up into the highchair. This
time he crawled under the tray and tried to get
up that way. He got one knee over the footrest
but got stuck and couldn’t move. At last he
jerked himself free and sat down with a bump.




Peter was looking at Lisa. He thought girls
liked being looked at but Lisa sure didn’t. He
felt sorry for her. If Lisa felt as bad as he’d felt
three years ago, she must feel awful.
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Three years ago, he’d been in the choir
singing in a concert. Suddenly, he’d felt sick
and thrown up all over the stage, in front of

everybody. His teacher and his classmates had
all glared at him. He felt so bad that he ran off
the stage and hid under a pile of costumes.

“Hey Lisa,” Peter said, “I know a great
hiding place. If you ever want to hide, you can
use it. It’s OK with me. Do you want to come

”

and see it?
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Lisa gave him a quick look, then went
back to watching the baby. Sam was at it again.
He didn’t give up. This time he dragged a big
cushion halfway across the room to the
highchair. He climbed onto it, wobbling
dangerously. Then he fell. He fell onto his

stomach. It knocked all the air out of him.
“Ouf!” he grunted.
“Be careful, Sam,” said his mother.

Everyone was watching the baby now—
everyone except Bridget. Bridget was still
watching Lisa. She hoped Lisa would want to
share her room. Bridget thought of all the times
she’d crept out of her bed, scared, in the dark,
and crawled into the big double bed with her
mum and dad.




