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Resume

Yu Jigao, born in Tongshan town in Jiangsu Province in 1932. He is a brilliant painter of traditional Chinese
realistic flower-bird painting, the National Firsc-Class Painter, a commended expert by the State Council and Jiangsu
government for his success contributions to Chinese culture and art. He was the vice-president ()f]iangsu Chinese
Painting insticute. While now he is the director of Chinese Artists Association, Committee of Academy of Chinese
Painting, vice-chairman of Traditional Chinese Painting Society, vice-chairman of Peony painting and Calligraphy Arc
Commiteee aftiliated to China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, vice-chairman of Jiangsu Artists Association. He
was graduated from Arc Department of Nanjing Normal University in 1955, and participated preparing and transterred
to Jiangsu Chinese Painting Insticute in 1957. His paintings are famous for thriving, ingenious, colorful, magnanimous
and appeal to both refined and popular tastes. His works had been selected for the 3rd, 6ch, 7ch, 8ch, 10ch and 11¢h
National Art Exhibitions, and his works also had been entered for the International Exhibitions many times. His solo
exhibitions were held in Beijing, Guangzhou, UN headquarter in New York in 1986, 1988 and 1997, and the UN
awarded his great contributions in traditional Chinese Painting and Global culcural communication. Otherwise, he also
painted some significant works for Zhongnanhai, State Council, Tiananmen Rostrum, Diaoyutai State Guesthuose,
Oftice of Chinese President, Political Consultative Conference, etc. He had published more than 30 monographs and
art albums, including “Collection of Art Works of Yu Jigao”, “Collection of Yu Jigao’s Traditional Chinese Realistic

flower-bird painting’ “Masterpicces of Yu Jigao’ etc.
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Appropriate both in Personality of Painting and the Character

Zhou Jiyin, Ji Tainian

Chinese bird-flower painting was shapcd in the Six Dynastics, and scpnratcd asa subjcct in Tang Dynasty. At the bcginning’, the
skill of painting was realistic, and Xue Ji, Bian Luan, Diao Guangyin, Teng Changyou are the masters in that period. To the Five Dynasties,
it was formed two groups of bird-fHower paintings by Huang Quan who was famous in his honor character stylc and Xu Xi who was good
at brushwork of Chinese painting, and affected the stylc in later ages sharply. In Song Dynasty, because of the cmpcrors' encouragement,
the Imperial Academe was thrived, Huang Jucai, Xu Chongsi, Zhao Chang, Cui Bai, Zhao Ji, Li Di, Lin Chun were competed cach other
for art ﬂourishing, and made the Chinese bird-flower painting mainly in realistic to a period of-grcac prosperity. In Yuan, Ming, and Qing
Dynnsry, as frechand brush in bird-flower painting boomed out, bird-flower realistic painting was inclining downward. Since twentieth
century, Chinese bird-flower realistic painting recovered, and bccoming more and more prosperous. Many masters and many painting
groups are coming forward in great numbers also. Two of the initiators are ‘the South Chen Zhifo’ and ‘the Norch Yu Feian’ The former
prcfcn’cd clcg;mt stylc‘. while the lacter cnjoycd ornate painting sty]c. Thcy were called the (jroup of Chen and Group of Yu, and aroused
many followers. Actually, thcy made a great contribution to Chinese bird-flower realistic painting, Chen Zhifo is not only a pionceer of
Modern Chinese Arts and Crafts, but also a master of Modern Chinese bird-flower realistic painting. He inherited traditional Chinese
painting tcchniquc. pickcd up Tang, the Five Dynastics, Song and Yuan Dynastics' masters’ good aspects, attached great importance
to skerch, learned ornamental in paccerns, cspccia“y he researched and dcvclopcd the freechand ‘watcry ink; mogu painting 'sprinklcd
powdcr method to a spccial method called ‘water accumulation, and made it to be his own painting Ianguagc, opcncd up a new field of
Chinese bird-flower painting, Yu Jigao who is Chen Zhifo’s student propagated this painting style, and was famous as the First Person
after Mr. Chen.

As a master of Modern Chinese bird-flower paintinw, Yu Jigao pcrsists realistic creation, he works on a traditional road while
training innovation. His creations in paintings are both in form and sprite, lmving modern feature. The paintings arc highly appraiscd
at home and board. His art achievement is not only at the head in Jiangsu, but also in the whole national bird-flower painting arca. Yu
Jigao immersed in Chinese painting for several decades. He is busy in Chinese bird-flower painting, besides he works as adminiscrator
lcadcrship He learns former’s tcchniquc in order ro establish his own thought inart scpararcly. He has strong basic in art, and learns from
nacure even more. Birds and flowers are became his bosom friends, which lec him stare in daytimc. while think in night. And this becomes
his consuming passion gradua“y. He comprchcnds birds and flowers sprit, understands the character, reinforces the rhymc and expresses
the affection. Catch by cyes, learn by hearr, convey by hand, thus giving bird-Hower a new life. He is as same as his teacher Mr. Chen, who
cxprcsscd f.cclings from heart. Thcy called ‘inspircd by nature, and result affection, then pourcd into paintings, and affecred pcoplc at last.
One scene has one emotion, make both in harmony, it's the world which painters usua”y chase is the true, the good. and the beautiful,
charmed and dclightcd everyone.

His works have two styles, one is from Mr. Chen Zhifo, learned the clegant style. Such as "Warm River in Spring, ‘Sparrow Rest
on Wintersweet. Not only similar in form ofappcarancc, bur also is alike in sprit, look genuine almost. He can use the tcchniquc
which tnught by Mr. Chen skilled, and even sheer professionalism. He is used to [aking the delicate and forceful light ink double linear,
using light color filled in figurc.s. Not concerned three times of alum nine times of stain only, but according to art effect chose suitable

tcchniquc. Comparcd with Yu feian’s ornate painting sty]c, its more light and clcgant, and containing more modern taste. And another



sty]c Is grace and Iighmcss which attributed to paintcr’s high talent. Yu_]igao teels painting should be containing both clcgant and popular
tastes in creations in order to be acccptcd by great masscs. And the subjcct of-Spring Festival picture is popular in common pcop]c, so in
his bird-flower paintings, he absorbed the Spring Festival picturcs’ color, and chose traditional subjcct which implics lucky and achieved
success. His works like * Pine Trees and Cranes |, ‘Fac Duck on Sweet Lotus. ‘Peaceful Spring; are the best publish of bird-flower paintings.
Which acccptcd by all che peop]c is the combination of‘strong color and ornate with clcgam\ and make them togcthcr and harmonious.
To be this level is not casy. This lies on paintcr’s storage in culture. Since only good culrured painter can paint good works.

Bird-flower realistic painting need very ]ong time to be finished, at least cost ewo or three days, and some times need several
months more, and thousands of lines can't mistake in one line. Therefore, painter has to kccp loncly during painting onc work. In his
school days, Yu Jigao was Perfect Attendance Model’ In his 50 years for art, he spent almost every day on painting, including Sundays. To
save time, he paintcd when his breakfast rice grucl turned cold. And after che rice grucl cold Cnough, he ate it immcdiatcly. Because of his
hardness, he painted many competitive works, like ‘Fat Duck on Sweet Lotus. ‘Pear Flower in Spring Rain! ‘Cuckoo and Tic, ‘March in
Lingnan’ " Pine Trees and Crane Bathing in Sunshine, which are presented one by onc to all people. Painting is a serious and formal work,
an cxtrcmcly hard work, no spcculation and laze. Success is cqual to hard working As Yu_]igao once said to himself, painting is like sports,
need great ‘1bi]ity. lf.you participarte the Olympic boxing game, but poorin ;1bi|iry. the resule is obviously.

Yu _]igads works are clcgant‘ and his tcchniquc is gorgeous. His pcrsonality is also admired. He contributed very much to society
by his personal ability. He constructed Peasant Culture Centre in Tongshan country. He also painted middle size * Pine Trees and Cranes |
“Wintersweer and Parrot as gif:ts for them. He contributed thousands yuan for Yu town mcnding roads, and ten thousand yuan for the
education affiliation. And also twenty thousand and one hundred chousand yuan are contributed by his enterprise friend Tcng Shangfu
for the reconstruction of Kuishan Tower. Furthermore, he contributed one hundred thousand yuan for town school, donated three
hundred thousand yuan for pcop]c‘s government of Xuzhou. If contribute money is from the emotion of hometown, he contribuced
even more money for other countries. Yu Jigao went to Beijing and painted many times for free. He also painted for free for Hongkong
District. He contributed money to hclp children unable to afford to go to school. And he also hclpcd many orphans and widows. When
the celebration of 100 years oi'-Nanjing University, Yu _ligao contribured eleven thousand yuan, and donated one picce of bird-flower
realistic painting in 4 chi size. And he contributed to hopc School countless. He received many awards by city, province and country. He
contributed paintings for the foundation of Xu Beihong Rescarch Centre. And also contributed paintings for the 10ch National Games,
the 3rd Inter-city Games, the f‘ight flood and the provide disaster rclicfactivity, handicappcd project, the 6th Culture and Arcs Festival,
Although Yu Jigao always contributes to society, he never mentioned this. He thinks he is an artist educaced by the party and the state,
he feels gratcful all the time, and decides o paint even more to feedback pcop[c’s love.

In the process of building a harmonious society, it is Proposcd artists have morals skill pair ofstrong and pervasive f;ragrancc. On
one hand, this need perfece painting skill. On the other hand, chis calls for highly personality and good-natured character. An artist who
is pcrﬁ*cr in morals skill pair oFstrong and pervasive ﬁ'agrancc will gain pcoplc‘x support doubtless. Also, an artisc who is hard working

can obrain people’slove absoluccly.
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Light Autumn
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Two Birds on a Branch
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