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Revenge Is a Cheap Jaguar

Early one morning, a teenage garage mechanic in Oxford was
looking through his local paper for a cheap second-hand car when
his attention was caught by one rather puzzling small advert: ‘Jaguar
XK8 for sale, 2 years old, perfect condition, leather interior and sat.
nav.— only £200." Believing the price to be a misprint that should have
read £20,000 at the very least, he moved on to other adverts, but his
attention kept drifting back to the one for the Jaguar until he finally
made up his mind to telephone the number provided. A well-spoken
lady answered and confirmed he was the first caller and that the car
was indeed only £200.

Still puzzled, the young mechanic drove to the address given by
the lady and found himself at a large country house with landscaped
gardens, tennis courts and a swimming pool. Outside the garage was
a shiny black Jaguar XK8 being polished by the gardener. The V8
engine purred when the mechanic took it out for a spin and the car was
in mint condition, so on checking the price again the mechanic quickly
handed over £200 and promptly received the keys and log book in
return. He could scarcely believe his luck but had to ask, ‘Why are you
selling the car so cheaply? Surely you must know it is worth much
more?’ The lady hesitated and then decided no harm could be done if
she explained the story behind it all.

‘A few years ago,” she told him, ‘I met the perfect man. He was tall,
attractive and owned a very successful publishing business. We got
married, moved into this house and everything was perfect for three

years. Then he employed a beautiful, sexy young PR executive and
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before I knew it they were having an affair. I found out about a month
ago and when I confronted him he admitted everything, packed his
bags and left, just like that. Then, last week, I received a letter from his
lawyer stating that as long as he could retain my share of the business
as well as his own, he was happy for me to keep the house and the rest
of the money. But there was one condition: as he didn't want to come
back to the house and face me, I was told I had to sell his Jaguar, keep
half the money and forward the balance on to him to use as a deposit

for a new car. So that is exactly what I am doing.’
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Unexpected Reversal

In Weybridge, Surrey, an elegant lady was patiently waiting
for a parking space at the shopping centre near the old Brooklands
racetrack. After a short while, she noticed a man walking to his car and
so she drove closer in order to use the space once he had vacated it.
But just as he left, an arrogant youngster nipped past her and forced
his boy-racer Escort into the empty bay ahead of her. The lady wound
her window down. ‘Young man,’ she said. ‘[ have been waiting for that
space.’

‘Sorry, old girl, came the reply, ‘but that’s what happens when
you are young and quick.” With that, the lady positioned her Mercedes
directly in front of his car and then reversed as fast as she could,
smashing the tow bar straight into the Escort, destroying the radiator
and the entire front end. As his car sat hissing and leaking water all
over the parking bay, the youngster looked on in shocked disbelief. “You
can't do that,’ he stammered. ‘Yes, you can, replied the lady. “You can
when you are old and rich.’

We have all, at times, wished we could have delivered a withering
put-down in response to an insult. A past master at it was Sir Winston
Churchill, who once silenced Lady Nancy Astor after she had fired the
barb: ‘Winston, if [ were your wife I would put poison in your coffee.’
The great man shot back: ‘Nancy, if you were my wife, I would surely

drink it.” On another occasion he was insulted by a young woman who
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said, ‘Mr Churchill, there are two things I don't like about you. Your
politics and your moustache.” To which he replied, ‘Fear not, madam,
for you are not likely to come into contact with either.’

Supermodels can apparently produce wit from time to time. The
following exchange between two of them, who I have decided should
remain nameless for the sake of my future health and wellbeing, took
place on an international flight. ‘I liked your recent autobiography. Who
wrote it for you?’ ‘That's kind of you to say. Who read it to you?' Touché ...

(or perhaps ‘touchy’ is the correct word).



