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A Pure Land for
Living Poetically

Jidi Majia

Whenever I walk into an entrance, I will see many
magic paths toward different directions and hear beautiful
voices of various kinds from each corner of the world; and
whenever I walk ahead along these paths, I will find a se—
cret: They all happen to lead to one end-result and all
these voices tell the same stories of one place.

Is this a dream? Or is it just because I am deeply
touched by the poems in The Entrance of the Last
Pure Land I am joyfully reading now?

On Aug. 9, 2007, in China, at the beautiful Qinghai
Lake, more than 200 famous poets from 34 countries and
regions witnessed and did a pioneering work that was is—
suing Qinghai Lake Poetry Declaration to the whole
world. Actually, from that special moment on, the First
Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival had given a
surprise to the world with a great poetry tradition and co—
existent multi—cultures, by her unique geographical allure

and charm of Humanity. It was a cultural convulsion that
appeared in  “the Third Pole” ——Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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called the last pure land of human being, which is nearest
to the sun. Without a doubt, as an international culture
brand which was recognized around the world as her spe—
cial geographical advantage, originality of the Age and
profound connotation of poetry culture, Qinghai Lake In—
ternational Poetry Festival will go down in history of con—
temporary world poetry and history of Chinese cultures as

well.

Just as Mr. Marek Wawrekiewicz — a famous poet,
president of Polish National Writers Association — once
said, “Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival is a great
undertaking in the East, for it treats ‘concerning nature
and the environment’ as an important theme and has cho—
sen a special land concerned by the whole world as its
permanent spot, meanwhile it is the best place where poets
with different cultural background and religious beliefs
can understand differential cultures and geographical con—
ditions. It is the highland of the world, and it can present
poets endless inspiration.” So, I think, the poems in this
book may be called part of the crystallization of the “end—
less inspiration” as Mr. Marek Wawrekiewicz said.

Why the poets’ imagination and creativity were
aroused in that short a time? Actually, it was not inciden—
tal. The vast Qinghai—Tibet Plateau is one of the cradles of
human poetry culture, and she never gives up her mission

of gestation of passion and creation of dreams. Qinghai




Lake International Poetry Festival is just like a piece of
cultural chains linking the past and the future, the Plateau
and the world, which makes possible the continuation of
the ancient cultural root and blood of all nationalities in
Qinghai—Tibet Plateau, while instilling energy into the
poetic dreams of the resurrection of this mystical land. So,

rooting in their own cultural traditions, all the poets could
not help writing or reciting poems with enthusiasm when
facing the pure and holy Qinghai—Tibet Plateau. This is
the first time that so many poets from the world pay atten—
tion to the last pure land — Qinghai—Tibet Plateau, with
their poetic eyes. No matter what kind of language he us—
es, no matter what sort of aethestic standard he upholds
and what sort of cultural foundation he relies on, I believe,
all the poets here have fulfilled their sacred promise as we
wrote in Qinghai Lake Poetry Declaration: “We
will, in the name of poetry, return reverence to nature, re—
turn freedom to life, return dignity to civilization, return
love and beauty to the world, and let poetry return to hu—
man life!”

We selected part of the poems written by the poets
who attended the First Qinghai Lake International Poetry
Festival and have part of them translated into Chinese. We
have to recognize that some poets’ works haven’t been
recorded in this book for various reasons, and we apolo—

gize for it. During the First Qinghai Lake International




Poetry Festival, we compiled and printed a collection of
poems A Door Open to the World, which included in
the poems written by the poets who attended the Poetry
Festival, so as to know of the colorful world through these
poets’ works. Today as an echo to it, we decide to print
this book titled The Entrance of the Last Pure
Land, so as to show the world the glamour of Qing—
hai—Tibet Plateau in these poets’ poetic eyes.

Tao Yuanming, a great poet in ancient China, once
wrote the well-known essay Peach-Blossom Spring, a
pure land where people lead an enclosed but peaceful and
harmonious life. But unfortunately, when he looked back,
the entrance of that pure land suddenly closed, and all had
lost. Maybe that pure land was but a Utopia in the Poet’s
mind. However, Qinghai—Tibet Plateau stands upright in
the East of the'world, high but not toplofty, mysterious but
not hidden. The entrance of the last pure land is bright,
and always open widely to poets and the people who like
to live poetically.

(English translation by Yang Zongze)
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