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Reading Practice

Language Is Changing

Language is always changing. In a society where life continues year after year with few changes,
the language does not change much, either. The earliest known languages had complicated grammar
but a small, limited vocabulary. Over the centuries, the grammar changed, and the vocabulary
grew. For example, the English and Spanish people who came to America during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries gave names to all the new plants and animals they found. In this way, hundreds
of new words were introduced into the English and Spanish vocabularies. Today life is changing very
fast, and language is changing fast, too.

Linguists say there are nine major language families. The languages in each family are related,
and linguists think that they came from the same parent language. About three percent of the people in

the world speak languages that are not in these major families.

1. year after year £ —4F 6. be introduced into #{E A, #5[3
2. the earliest known languages i %038 it 5 5 (introduce /untra'dju:s/ ve. 513, EA)
; HiES 7. linguist /'lingwist/ n. {EE %K
t 3. complicated /'kpmplikertid/ a. 5 7%y, # 8. major language families 3 % i %& (major
R /'merd3o(r)/ a. EEHI, BKHI)
| 4. limited /'limitid/ a. R 9. parent language JR#41E, BHE
s Spanish /'sp@nif/ a. FEBEF Y, PEBETF

(5430
I. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. Which of the following statements is true about the early languages?
A. They were from the same parent language.
B. They had complicated grammar but a small number of words.
C. They had difficult words but easy grammar.
D. They had a huge number of words and complicated grammar.

2. How many major language families are there in the world?
A. Three. B. Five. C. Seven. D. Nine.

3. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. Language changes more slowly in a primitive society than in an advanced society.
B. Although words in a language grow, its grammar never changes.
C. Languages reflect changes in the society.

D. Language is forever changing.




4. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. Languages change slowly.

B. Both languages and society change slowly.

C. Languages change with society.

D. There are many language families in the world.

II. Answer the following questions briefly.
1. What happens to a language in a society with relatively few changes?

2. Why are English and Spanish mentioned in the passage?

3. What conclusion have linguists drawn about languages within each major family?

4. How many people in the world speak the languages belonging to the nine major families?

Hl. Put the following Chinese expressions into English.

1. B ARME: 2. BRRAIENC
3BT AR 4. FEER
5.16 {48

The Assembly of English Words

Some English words are made up of the same part but have different beginnings or different
endings, such as import, export, report and transport. All these words: as you can see, have the same
“port”, which comes from the Latin word meaning “carry” or “move” from one place to another. And
according to the bit at the beginning, which we call the prefix, the meaning changes. “Import” means
“bring into a country”; “ex-" means “out of”, so “export” means “carry out of the country”; “re-”
means “back”, so “report” means “bring back information”; “trans-” means “across”, so “transport”
means “carry across one place to another”.

Let’s look at the following words: supporter, reporter, importer and exporter. You can see that
in this case these words are nouns which are made up of a verb plus a suffix, thus meaning a person
who completes the action. So a supporter means somebody who supports, a reporter is somebody who

reports, an importer is somebody who imports and an exporter is somebody who exports, and so on.




1. assembly /o'semblt/ n. A 5. in...case fE -+ BT

2. be made up of |-+ 20 Bk 6. suffix /'safiks/ n. [ i€ ] 528
3. bit /bit/ n. — /N4y 7. and so on 2%

4. prefix /ipri'fiks/ n. [ iE ] BiZR

TETEEEERE TR e e e e e e e e

I. Answer the following questions briefly.

LT

1. Why are the words “import”, “export

9

report” and “transport” mentioned in the passage?
1% P P g

2. Where does “port” come from and what does it mean?

3. What is the function of a prefix?

4. What does the passage mainly discuss?

II. Match the following Chinese terms with their English equivalents.

1. 88 A. prefix

2. W B. verb

3. i C. beginning
4. 5% D. noun

5. 24n] E. suffix

6. 317 F. ending

lll. Complete the following sentences after the two models.

Model 1: A dishwasher is a machine that is used to wash dishes.
Model 2: A landowner is a person who owns land.

1. A bookseller is

2. A pencil-sharpener is
3. A trouble-maker is

4. A is a tool that is used to open tins.
5.A is a person who is an expert in building ships.
6. A credit card is a person who holds a credit card.

) Are You Too Old to Learn?

Most people think that the older you get, the harder it is to learn a new languége. In other words,

they believe that children learn more easily and efficiently than adults. Thus, at some point in our




lives, maybe around age 12 or 13, we lose the ability to
learn languages well. Is this idea fact or myth?

Is it true that children learn a foreign language more
efficiently than adults? In fact, research studies suggest
that the opposite may be true. One report, on 2,000
Danish children studying Swedish, concluded that the
teenagers learned more, in less time, than the younger

children. Another report, on Americans learning Russian,
showed a direct improvement of ability over the age
range tested; that is, the ability to learn increased as age increased, from childhood to adulthood.

There are several possible explanations for these findings. For one thing, adults know more about
the world and therefore are able to understand meanings more easily than children. Moreover, adults
can use logical thinking to help themselves see patterns in the language. Finally, adults have more self-
discipline than children.

All in all, it seems that the common idea that children are better language learners than adults may
not be fact, but myth.

1. efficiently /r'fifontly/ ad. s 9. a direct improvement of ability §& HHIH
2. at some point in our lives 24Ff 18] T —& 2
HYAERE 10. range /remd3/ n. J5H
| 3. myth/mi®/ n. i 11. éxplanation /eksplo'nerfon/ n. fi#¥E, LB
| 4. suggest /so'dzest/ v. K 12. findings /'faindinz/ n. [pl.] HFFR &R
c 5. opposite /'Dpazit/ a. FAXTHI, R 13. logical thinking 3% %8 .4
| 6. Danish /'demy/ a. F13£{ (logical /odgikal/ a, B4R, 154 EHEHY)
7. Swedish /'swiidif/ n. Fg #iE, HmlA ; 14. patterns in the language & & 3\,
a. HiJi R (pattern /'paeton/ n. $5X,)
8. Russian /'tafon/ n. i%; a. RBHIHY, 15. self-discipline /iself'disiplin/ n. B 2%
®ER, H®E (1)

I. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
() 1. Most people believe age has a great effect on language learning.
() 2. Both experiments are about children learning their native languages.

( ) 3. The results of both experiments led to the same conclusion.

(

) 4. Children are able to use logical thinking in language learning.

Il. Answer the following questions briefly.
1. How do most people understand the relationship between age and language learning?

2. What does the expression “the opposite may be true” mean?




LK )
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3. What do the two experiments have in common?

4. What are the possible reasons for the findings of the experiments?

Ill. Fill in the blanks with the given words or expressions. Change the form where necessary.

efficiently suggest improvement findings pattern
1. That girl’s sun-tanned ( H ffiJ5 & ) face excellent health.
2. The first two chapters ( & ) of the book mainly deal with sentence
3. Although examinations do the job quite , their side effects are also huge.
4. The of the test were in favor of us.
5. Much has been made in the public order of the city.

Languages in China

The Han people speak Chinese. Spoken Chinese has many dialects. To bring about better
communication among people of China, the government has made putonghua (which is based on the
principal dialect spoken in and around Beijing) the official language. Many foreigners call the official
language Mandarin, but the Chinese prefer the term putonghua (common language). The Northern
Chinese dialect is spoken by about 70 percent of the nation’s people, and it is now taught in all
Chinese schools. Other varieties of Chinese include Min (spoken in Fujian province), Wu (spoken in
Shanghai), and Yue (Cantonese), each of which has many local dialects.

Although each dialect of Chinese has its own pronunciation, all speakers of Chinese write the
language in the same way. The Chinese writing system uses characters instead of alphabets. Each
character is a symbol that represents a complete word.

The ethnic minority peoples of China speak many other languages, including Korean, Mongolian,

and Uigur, etc.

1. dialect /'darolekt/ n. 5 & 9. character /'k&rakta(r)/ n. F£4F
2. official language B HiE= 10. alphabet /'®lfobit/ n. Fh}
3. Mandarin /'m&ndormn/ n. Ei%, @i 11. represent /:repr1'zent/ vt. {3
4, prefer /prr'fa:(r)/ ve. EIR 12. the ethnic minority 2% B ik
5. term /t3:m/ n. RiE 13. Korean /ka'rion/ n, Bi#EiE
6. variety /vo'rarotl/ n. &%-Fh, Fh, L 14. Mongolian /mpy'goulion/ n. 3 HiE
7. pronunciation /prounansreifon/ n. X & 15. Uigur /'wiigua(r)/ n. #E/RIE
8. in the same way [F]FEHb




