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It doesn’t matter who my father was; it matters who I remember he was.

—Anne Sexton (1928-1974)
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PASSAGE @

Read the title and the last paragraph first. Then go through the following list of ideas. Write a
check (\/ ) in front of each one that could be part of this passage.

the promise of the Bluebirds company

the nests Dad made for bluebirds

the bright future of the Bluebird car

the significance of bluebirds for Dad’s life

Dad’s efforts to protect bluebirds

Dad’s promise to protect bluebirds

N

Promise of Bluebirds’ I. bluebird n. &4 ® &
(L% &, %4 A

. . . 2 3
1 5
The Pennsylvania landscape was in severe wintry  garb as our S A 69 L)

car sped west along the highway. The season was wrong, but I | _ wintry adj. KA 8
couldn’t get bluebirds out of my head. 3 garbn A, %4
2 Only three weeks before, at Christmas, Dad had given me a
nesting box he’d made. He had a special feeling for the brilliant
creatures, and each spring he eagerly awaited their return. Now I

wondered, will he ever see one again?
= [t was a heart attack. Dad’s third.

4 When I got to the hospital at 2 am, he was losing the fight.
As the family hovered" at his bedside, he drifted in and out of | 4. hovervi. 4% &t &

consciousness.

. . . 5 . R
5 The next morning the cardiologist met us in the waiting room. | 5. cardiologist n. = i 4
“He’s still fighting,” the doctor said. “I’ve never seen such %
strength.”
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p b 8

1=

14

A miner, Dad had not had an easy life. He and Mom raised six
kids at a time when coal miners earned as little as 25 cents a ton,
and he loaded nine tons a day. Even now, I’'m sure we don’t know

most of the sacrifices they made for us.

Each evening he came home, eager to take up his saw or hammer.
Dad could fix a piece of wood on his lathe® and turn out a
beautiful salad bowl for Mom. He could also build a desk with

fine drawers very easily.

Dad bought our plain, two-story house from the coal company
and immediately began to remodel’ it. Our house was the first on
the hill to have an indoor bathroom and hot water. He spent one
summer digging out the c]aya—ﬁlled foundation to install’ a coal
furnace. We children no longer shivered in our bedrooms on cold

winter mornings.

We loved to watch him work. When Dad needed something, we
ran to get it.

Dad carried a spirit of (:raftsmanship10 into every job and expected
the same from all six children. Each job had its claim on your best
efforts. And every tool had its name. Those were his principles,

and we lived by them just as Dad did.

Sitting in the hospital waiting room, I thought back to an
afternoon in Dad’s workshop11 several years ago. He was retired
by then, but he kept busy building beautiful furniture, now for his
children’s homes. A volunteer naturalist, I was eager to tell him
about the help bluebirds needed.

When the early settlers had cleared forests for farmland, I
explained, bluebirds flourished ", nesting in fence-posts and
orchard” trees. But their habitat' was disappearing, and now the
birds needed nesting boxes.

Dad listened as I spoke, his hands gently moving a fine-grained
sandpaper over a piece of oak. I asked him if he would like to
build a box. He said he would think about it.

Several weeks later he invited me into his workshop. There, on his
workbench, sat three well-crafted bluebird nesting boxes. “Think
the birds will like them?” he asked.

P
| —
| ame o
et
[
F.?’a
jpomnces

6. lathe n. & &

7. remodel vr. #&iE

8.clayn. 6+, R L

9. install vr. 4= %

10. craftsmanship n. 4 Bf
M| &) T BEAEK

11. workshop n. Y537

12. flourish vi. ¥ %

13. orchardn. X @, Rt

14. habitat n. (#4i4h)
5 83,
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15

16

17

18

9

20
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“As much as I do,” I replied, hugging him. Dad put up the boxes,
and the next spring bluebirds nested in his yard. He was hooked.

Dad became quite an expert on bluebirds. Bluebirds, he would
say, are signs of hope and triumph, known for family loyalty.
A pair will have two or three broods a year, the earlier young

sometimes helping to feed the later nestlings15.

The presence of his children must have boosted ® Dad’s spirits |

after his attack because he grew stronger and left the hospital on
Valentine’s Day. When I visited my parents at the end of March,
Dad was confined downstairs. But I noticed that he paused longer
and longer at the windows facing the backyard. I knew what he
was hoping to see. And one day a bright flash of color circled the

nesting box closest to our house.

“Well, it’s about time the birds showed, don’t you think?” Dad
said.

Sporting a resplendent” blue head, back, wings and tail, a male
bluebird sang his courtship13 song so passionatelyw that we
named him “Caruso” after the Italian singer. A female appeared,
but rejected the nesting box. Caruso found another in the field
below the yard. He circled the new box, singing feverishlyzo. She
remained aloof  on a distant perchn.

Dad was walking more and more each day as the love story

unfolded”. I could see strength coming back into his thin body.

Suddenly one morning, the female bird flew back to the box
nearest the house and inspected it thoroughly. Caruso hovered
nearby and sang delightfully as she finally accepted him.

Shortly after that, she proceeded to lay one egg a day until there
were six. Caruso fluttered” outside, defending the nest while she

sat on eggs.

Dad was now well enough to go outside, but he still couldn’t
reach the backyard. He asked us to check inside the nesting box
once a day. When we’d return, the questions came. “Is she on
the nest?” he asked. “Have the eggs hatched”? Did you see that
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“Caruso, Dad,” I replied. “He has a name, you know.” Dad’s smile
|
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