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A Glimpse of Beijing's History
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Beijing, capital of the People s Republic of China, is a famous historical and
cultural city. In 1929 archaeologists discovered the fossil of a complete skull of
a Peking Man in a cave in the Longgu Mountain, Zhoukoudian, Beijing. Study
confirmed that Peking Man began to inhabit the region and lived through the Old
and New Stone Ages and Beijing is one of the cradles of old civilisations.

Two dukedoms, Yan and Ji, were established and built the city of Ji during
the late Shang Dynasty (c. 17th—11th century B.C.). The city was situated very
close to the present city of Beijing. In 1045 B.C. the Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th
century—256 B.C.) overthrew the Shang Dynasty and bestowed the land of Ji to
a descendent of King Yao and the land of Yan to Shi, Duke of Zhao. The name
of the city of Ji changed many times over 3,000 years, but it remained a strategic
point and a trade centre and kept growing in size. It was made national capital for
several dynasties.

Beijing lies at the northern tip of the North China Plains. To its west, north
and east are mountain ranges; to its southeast is flat land. Geographers call the
Beijing area “Beijing Bay” . An ancient book describes Beijing as such:”Its head
rests on the Juyong Pass: the Taihang Mountains rise to its west; to its east are
mountains and the sea: and it overlooks a plain to its south.”

In the early 10th century Qidan, a nomadic tribe in northeast China, grew
strong, marched over the mountains into the north part of the North China Plains,
took the city of Ji and made it secondary capital of the Liao Dynasty (907-1125).
Because Ji was located in the southern part of their territory, the Qidan called it
Nanjing, or South Capital, and also Yanjing. One century later, another tribe named
Niizhen overthrew the Liao Dynasty and established the Jin Dynasty (1115 —
1234) In 1153 they moved their capital to Yanjing and changed its name to
Zhongdu. After another century, the Niizhen were forced out of Zhongdu by the
emerging power of Mongols and moved their capital to Bianjing (present—day
Kaifeng in Henan Province). In 1267 Kublai Khan, chief of the Mongols, issued an
order to build a new city to the northeast of the old city of Zhongdu. Kublai Khan
ascended the throne in the new city four years later. But the new city was not
totally completed in another 15 years, The new city was named Dadu, capital of
the Yuan Dynasty, described by Marco Polo as a city “unmatchable in the world” .
Since then Beijing replaced. Chang ‘an, Luoyang, Bianliang and other cities as the
national capital and became the political, economic, military and cultural centre of
China through the Yuan (1206 —1368), Ming (1368 — 1644) and Qing (1644 —
1911) dynasties.

In 1368 Zhu Yuanzhang led a peasant uprising to overthrow the Yuan Dynasty
and founded the Ming Dynasty. He set his capital in Yingtian (present—day Nanjing
in Jiangsu Province). He stayed on the throne for 30 years and was succeeded by
his grandson Zhu Yunwen (Emperor Wen Di). Zhu Di, Duke of Yan, a son of Zhu
Yuanzhang, launched a war to usurp the power from his nephew, the new emperor.
After three years of bloody wars, his troops occupied Yingtian in 1402, Zhu Di
became Emperor Yong Le and moved the national capital from Yingtian to his base
in Beijing. He summoned craftsmen from all over the country to renovate the city



wall and the imperial palace and build temples and gardens. The size of the city
was greatly enlarged. By 1421 main projects had been completed and Zhu Di
formally established his capital in Beijing.

The city of Beijing was a copy of the city of Nanjing. It was divided into four
squares one inside another: the Imperial Palace, Imperial City, Inner City and Outer
City. Sixteen gates in a symmetrical pattern were located on the four sides of the
Inner City. Standing on an imposing city gate tower one could see as far as several
dozen kilometres away. The Imperial Palace, also known as Forbidden City, was
located in the centre of Beijing. Spreading from it in a neat pattern were streets
flanked with stores and residential houses. Streams flew through lakes and gardens.
Temples and official mansions had majestic buildings.

The Ming Dynasty lasted for 270 years. In 1644 Li Zicheng and his peasant
rebels entered Beijing. Zhu Youjian, the last emperor of the Ming Dynasty, hanged
himself on a hill behind the Imperial Palace. In the same year, Aisin Gioro Fu Lin,
the chief of the Manchus, came to Beijing from north of the Great Wall, chased
away Li Zicheng, and founded the Qing Dynasty. As earlier emperors, he carried
out a large scale renovation of the city. The troops of the Manchu Eight Banners
were allowed to take any houses they liked in the Inner City. The original
residents were forced to move to the Outer City. Many grand mansions were built
to accommodate the new rulers. In 1645 the imperial court began to rebuild the
Taihe, Zhonghe and Bache halls in the Imperial Palace and in 1651 to rebuild the
Chengtian Gate, which, upon completion, was renamed Tiananmen, or the Gate of
Heavenly Peace During the same period, the Nanhai (South Sea). Zhonghai
(Middle Sea) and Beihai (North Sea) lakes were dredged and enlarged to become
imperial gardens. Construction of gardens reached its heyday in the middle of the
18th century. Five large—scale gardens were built or renovated in the northeastern
suburbs. Buddhism and Taoism were developing fast during the Qing Dynasty. A
great number of temples were built. A map of the capital made during Emperor
Qian Long’s Reign marks out 1,400 side streets in Beijing and 1,300 temples. At
that time, grand towers and halls stood one after another: stores lined many
streets. China became the strongest country in Asia during the 18th century.

But the Qing Dynasty declined rapidly after 1840. In 1860, during the second
Opium War, British and French troops invaded Beijing and looted and burnt the
imperial gardens and palaces. Numerous treasures were taken out of China

The present Beijing offers many places of historical significance. The ancient
pagodas show the high artistic skills of the Chinese; inscriptions on stone tablets
record major events; the ruins of looted imperial gardens bring back sorrowful
memories; and the Forbidden City tells visitors how extravagant the life of
emperors had been. One may envision the battle scenes when he stands on the
Great Wall Beijing is like a giant museum of history and a great amusement
garden.

We present in this picture book 10 best sights in Beijing, representatives of
Beijing's beauty.
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Gate Tower of Tian'anmen The grand city gate tower is open to the
public, From it one has a whole view of Tian'anmen Square
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Tian'anmen Square The centre of Beijing occupies 44 5 hectares
Tian anmen stands to its north: the Monument to the People’s Heroes
rises in the middle: south of the monument the Memorial Hall of
Chairman Mao Zedong; and to the east is the Museum of Chinese History

and to its west is the Great Hall of the People
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Great Hall of the People The 170,000—square—meter building serves as the
meeting place of the National People’s Congress. It houses the offices of the

Standing Committee members, The national emblem hangs above the front
gate. The picture was teken from the gate tower of Tian anmen




