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; Chinese Linguistics came into being among the welcoming bells for
FOREWORD

[ 8 ¢ Sl BF- Board . B . .
who make direct or indirect study of the Chinese language and she

the new millennium. This is an academic journal for all the scholars

will become an indispensable reference to all the language researchers, teachers, postgraduates,
undergraduates and foreign students.

The aims of Chinese Linguistics could be summarized as follows:

Firstly, she will lay emphasis on the objectivity of research. Therefore, she welcomes contri-
butions whose conclusions are based on the analysis of actual data, but not simply on an existing
theory or the contributor’ s own subjective views. She advocates inductive research in which rules
and principles are derived from close observation and detailed analysis of linguistic facts, and
deductive research in which hypotheses are proved or verified by actual linguistic data.

Secondly, she encourages theoretical reflections. She hopes that contributions in the journal
will combine the description of language data with theoretical considerations which should be
either derived from or verified by language data. She welcomes applications of the existing the-
ories to the explanation of the Chinese language facts as well as original explorations of the theory
of language.

Thirdly, she will enhance interdisciplinary communication. By communication it is meant the
communication between the branches of Chinese linguistics, the communication between Chinese
studies and other language studies, and the communication between natural language studies and
artificial language studies including computational language studies. Therefore, she will publish
articles dealing with specific aspects of Chinese from a particular angle as well as articles dis-
cussing language problems from different discipline perspectives.

Fourthly, she remains open to all contributors. She will respect well-known linguists, rely on
middle-aged experts and support young scholars. In terms of region she will remain open to
scholars at home and abroad and in terms of age she will be open to scholars old and young, as
long as their contributions satisfy the requirements of the journal.

Fifthly, she will endeavour to create the kind of academic atmosphere in which different
views can be expressed freely. She will let scholars with different views have their say and will
allow no school of thought to dominate the journal. This is because she believes that each view
has its own strong points. So she hopes that scholars will take a generous and tolerant attitude to
views different from theirs and will see the logic of them, which will facilitate the development of
Chinese linguistics.

Finally, she will pay attention to the feasibility of research results. She believes that research
results should not only have a sound theoretical basis, but also be able to be tested by language
data and time. Therefore, she hopes that views and findings published here can be applied to L1
teaching, bilingual education, or information processing.

A journal is a garden. The purpose of the publication of Chinese Linguistics is to provide a
new garden for the development of Chinese linguistics and for the research of the Chinese lan-
guage education. We are determined to take good care of it and make it a very fruitful soil.
However, it is difficult to start an undertaking and it is more difficult to make it develop and
prosper. We know that man of action normally achieves his goal and continuous walk will take
one to his destination, so we will work hard on this piece of land. At the same time, we un-
derstand that many hands make light work and we are fully aware that with limited experience and
resources we can not sustain it for long. Therefore, we sincerely hope that scholars at home and
abroad will offer us their supporting and cooperative hands for the prosperity of Chinese Lin-

guistics.
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