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Abstract 9

Abstract

My thought and expression focuses upon two points: the concept
of mankind’s spiritual home and global environmental protection.
And my philosophical reflection on contemporary culture unfolds
along four lines: individualism, hedonism, scientism and subjectivism
since the whole structure of modern culture is woven within these
four warps.

The structure and growth of modern Western culture is ex-
tremely strong, assimilating all previous cultures and other regional
cultures rapidly. But it is leading mankind along a dangerous road.

Individualism is a kind of humanism, preclaiming that mankind is
of the utmost importance and its ultimate concern is that of the hu-
man being’s contentment. Individualism prescribes no religious
beliefs: its followers aim only to live happily without concern for tran-
scendental goals.

Hedonism, with its argument for utilitarianism, is very popular.
The non-academic definition of hedonism regards materialism and
sensual happiness to be of prime importance while viewing spiritual
life as an unnecessary embellishment. The majority of the world’s
people are concerned only with economic well-being which may pro-
vide the fruits for hedonism.

Scientism declares that natural sciences are the sole true appar-
atus for human enquiry 'and as such most precious for human learn-
ing. Its followers despise both philosophy and the humanities, They
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are deft at calculating and deducing a wealth of information from
nature, but they tend to neglect values. They hold that science and
technology can solve all of mankind’s problems, declaring therefore
that scientism can support infinite economic growth which in turn will
also largely satisfy people’s materialistic appetites. In subscribing to
their philosophy, followers of scientism believe in man’s right to har-
ness nature to the full and enslave the earth’s resources for his own
benefit.

Finally, subjectivism describes an anthropocentric image of the
universe and provides a philosophical basis for the whole structure of
modern culture, Subjectivism regards intersubjectivity as the limit of
objective truth, claiming that the limitation of language is the only
boundary in the world.

Therefore, it can be seen that contemporary Western
philosophies form a main current against realism. They encourage
man to conquer nature, and tend to regard mankind as the prime sub-
ject among all beings.

Modern Western culture has thus been leading man in frenzied
global competition to develop in economic terms. Nations not taking
part in this competition risk the danger of being excluded from inter-
national society. In the course of most economic development the
globe is polluted: chronic planetary pollution may eventually render
the earth unfit for human habitation. This is the scenario faced by
mankind. It is individualism and hedonism that have fuelled this secu-
lar state, encouraging people to think only in economic terms while
ignoring the dimension of spiritual transcendence in their lives, It is
scientism that claims that science and technology can meet all the
needs of people. Subjectivism denies any objective system which is be-
yond language or intersubjectivity. Clearly, people first lose their
spiritual direction, then they seek secular happiness and material
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wealth with gusto.

It is global competition between nations in quest of economic
dominance that causes global pollution. Hence it follows that the loss
of mankind’s spiritual home and direction is indirectly causing the
degradation of our planetary home on which all biological existence
depends.

Individualism, hedonism, scientism and subjectivism all appeared
after the Renaissance and they grew in popularity with the Enlighten-
ment, That period, during the 18th century in Europe when certain
thinkers taught that science and reasoning would improve the human
condition, can indeed claim some great achievements, notably democ-
racy, science and technology. Kant thought that man would eschew
barbarism through the Enlightenment. But actually man only estab-
lished another form of barbarism-hedonism and economism-both of
which are overcompensations for asceticism in the Middle Ages which
preceded the Renaissance. It is hedonism and economism which have
led to the crazy global competition to develop national economies,
which in turn has led to drastic global pollution. Mankind cannot
avoid the catastrophic scenario of the earth becoming unfit to support
life if he continues to be blinded by such perspectives provided by
modern Western culture. Neither can individualism be expected to
provide a perspective in which the common goal of all human beings
can be found. Moreover, a huge population, which comprises mainly
hedonists, cannot be expected to protect the earth’s environment
effectively. Scientism too lacks the scope to find values beyond he-
donism and economism, and it fails to give people the wisdom to ad-
just their pursuit of values. Subjectivism proclaims that all mankind’s
problems can be resolved through dialogus. But its followers fail to
understand that mankind needs an objective system to correct his own
serious mistakes in theory and practice.
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in order to avoid the inevitable catastrophe which threatens to
beset mankind in the future, a New Enlightenment is necessary. The
aims of this philosophy are as follows:

(1)Abandonment of the habits of hedonism and economism and
rediscovery of the dimension of spiritual transcendence in human life,
or establishment of a spiritual home.

(2)Relinquish the weapons to conquer nature, on the contrary
become reverent to nature. Mankind must fear something or he will
become too arrogant. He has sufficient reason to respect nature be-
cause nature has always hidden, and will continue to conceal, count-
less secrets from man.

Whereas the central problem of the Enlightenment was how to
make man live in peace and show goodwill to each other, the core
issue of the New Enlightenment is how to harmonize the relationship
between man and nature.
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