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[ A Study on Welfare Ideologies of Macao’s Citizens ]

Abstract

The study is primarily aimed at exploring the welfare ideologies of
Macao’s citizens. Telephone survey was employed and there was finally a
sum of 557 successful respondents. The analytical framework consists of
seven core dimensions of welfare ideology: social values adhered,
preference for economic system, understanding about social problem, and
basic attitudes towards social welfare, government’s financial responsibility,
role of private sector and operating principle of welfare provision. It is
found that a majority of Macao’s people support ideas of social equality,
individualism and collectivism in the development of social welfare.
They believe that capitalism is a suitable economic system for Macao and
agree with the dominant role of economic policy over welfare policy.
They tend to regard social factors as the main determinant of
unemployment problem and support the government’s role in assisting the
unemployed. Furthermore, there is a general agreement that government
has the primary role in providing social welfare universally and
guaranteeing the basic needs of all members in the society. Universal and
selective mode of welfare provision is both echoed by a majority of the
people. They also favor cost-recovery measures on welfare provision for
the well off service recipients. However, most people show reluctance to
an extensive scale of welfare system since it is regarded as a threat to
self-help spirit. At the same time, they agree with the vital role of
employers in providing welfare for their employees. It is concluded that
welfare ideology of Macao’s citizens can be classified as the Middle Way
suggested by George & Wilding. They seem to share the ideas of mixed
economy of welfare and pragmatism.
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