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3%,
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English Is Tough®

I am taking an ESL course®@ in this college, This
is my first semester® here. I work with fourteen other
students in this class®. People call us freshmen, though
most of the students in this class are girls®.

I live in Room 245. It is on the second floor®
of our dormitory building. I share® the room with
two other students.

I like English, though I’'m not good at learning
it. People say it’s an easy language. They may think
so, but it certainly is not easy for me®. I think Eng-
lish spelling is unpredictable®. And I have a lot of
trouble with pronunciation. I speak English with a
‘Chinese accent. Sometimes people don’t understand
me, and I don’t understand them, either®. I get ner-
vous when the teacher asks me questions®. The teach-
er says I make too many mistakes in grammar.

I am working hard, but I am making little® pro-
gress. I don’t learn fast. I'm a slow student. The
teacher is kind enough® to give me a lot of help.
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And I really need® it.

#FEX

. KiETHE

REXFARFE LTI EIESHRIFTIER, X
RBRAXBEZLIINE NN, ROFELBEFHETEANZE
B, AIIRBAA freshmen (k% —4 24, XiFM G4
E4rh men), (HEFE LRIy F4 2L,

RfETE 245 BN, EEERMN TR, RABINFEA ¥4
EI=R

REKRKE, BREHIATF. MIRKERNELF
MBS, ITFTLXANA, BXERETEAES, K
B BEEAS AR IR, RAERSTHED A R SHEE,
RUMHIIEN PEEE, AMAIATTERGE ROFTFHE
HfifiE, SEIHRRFEGER, Rk, ZMERGIEER
BIRAZ, '

RFZESIVRY, BEAEH LES, RESAY, 2B LEHE
#h, EMLBITFHN, ATRRLEBEY, BBLHHTFELG
B,

p=3 -

1. tough [taf] 7Eix BIE“HME"ME, fn1 difficult MY, XRHKEAQ
B, BEEM B, R OIE M REE", R B
B, — AN AREFX A, ALABE He is tough. H“RE", “Tik%$”
B HRLTE B WO, — AR, AR R, FEEIES A
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a tough problem; —4HEkE, WA zh, Al LAii tough: The
steak is tough. XEXEHP AN EZEAF RAMFE, tough B2
Hhz—, (BEXANMFHAEZEEADLFE R
... take an ESL course L—[T{EA% ZiEZHILIE if, take a
.. course E“E—[T~if” HEE. ESL @M 5%, K&
English as a second language HEiE(EAE ZiES. FHiESE =B
F,ARFEANAERIERNZEE, GERAXIEMERAERS, LHH
HOE, X, EIERAMKEZIES, S5 EHERERTARE
Sh, it EERAM, HERFHIES, MBaRiBhst himg
—i&%. ESL #1 EFL (English as a foreign language) # Bt
AR, JaERBBRIEMEHIEIENRS, X ESP, & English
for special purposes W&, FHBEMIAEELARLEE LA
HE BT 2/ %iE.
. semester [si'mesta] %M, XAFEEARE, 1 term [ XL,
. I work with fourteen other students in this class. X#
There are fifteen students in our class. FIEXEARFE, 8F
B—H
. freshman ['frefmen] 2 k% —4E A4, H¥ A freshmen, x4
W BA man, {HRRE B, LFEAEMN freshman, B DL E
WX METRABEEER, —REFEAAME freshman 7TLLA
Thtt, —RBMEGHTHE, HEXHEB. X4, freshman
BT RIS, XA R BN TR RRIUEE
R B ERMEE.

freshman —z T FEE RSP, 4540 sophomore,
ZHRSAER junior, PUELAER senior, EEEE A first-
year student, second-year student %,
. on the second floor fEXEMABH EIE =Bk, HEE, — B
iy the first floor, =Z#N| the third floor, X A MEMHHE
By oIt — 4. EEE AP — B4 the ground floor, — 2#
By the first floor, = E#M the second floor %4k,

03.



7.

share —FHF " “HE"HED, HAAE—FARTMY share
a room,
$ilan: I share the room with another student.
#%: We share the same room.
share ] LAFFoypaF X,
#l4n: We share the expenses.
WR LA TR s A,
flZm: 1 share your feelings (views). RARMBRYE (B E
—FR.
We share each other’s sorrows and joys. ®{1%%kE
3,
But it certainly is not easy for me. 7E— AR T aliAKE
be Al JE .
Hil4n: He is always late. {85 723EF,
You are certainly not joking! R4 ELETF LM,
X H certainly J7E is MATHEZEAD T MBIES. BE, 8l
AT A 1% A, 60 F 3hia 2l
#il4n: He always comes early. it 2 RBMRE,
I quite understand what you mean. HELEEBRD
o058
unpredictable —5 2 M3hia predict [pri'dikt] (W, Fi %l
&) ImAi 4 un- fIf54E -able JRA: i ##). unpredictable Z“%
EHL BB, R~/ A unpredictable, kR ARKE
¥, B mfbft o &E T HA L3k, WD IEPEIEME
BAS ARENER XFAEE.
English spelling is unpredictable. R {EFINAEIEMHBIERT
R, ARG E, RENPRECREA —EMHEM) . X%
M Bhiak &£ f 8 2 108 AR D, BL% LA BT
unbelievable  REE4A AHIEMW
unthinkable HSANBELB R
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unreliabe A ERY

uneatable AA[IE
HEFEM in- (£ p, b, m #A im-), JFHA -ible:
incredible ARG U ERED

indigestible TIFHALH

impermissible AR
either # (), EXBEANFEIA, REFEMH. MEHEMNHE
too (1), AT HEA, either e ['aide], Mk is],
get nervous JE“EikiEN"RITE A, Xan get angry “EESK,
get ill “Af@Rk". get &A% AZiA(ink verb), RRM—F
REHBHH—FRE

k8. 1) The tea will get cold. Drink it now.

REET, REE, GFERGE,)
The tea is cold. Don’t drink it.
KET, ST,
2) He is angry again. He gets angry easily.
X AERT. BHTHRES.

FE3X B nervous Z“#MBEKMHER, XANFM nerve (G
BY)WAeETIR, LM EREEE SnER, URERE
HET, DEELSWRI ERMOMAEH, *H nervous —,
WA & excited, T excited —F AR 2L E, excited {5154E
Beh B kA, A IR A S R AR 8,

#ilZn: Don’t get excited.
TEHHU
What is there to get excited about?
B &b 8sh (K)o
little ZEXBAEFEHEE, BIL no R FHE b,
#lZn: He talks a lot but says little.
IR L, BNERD (EEIFER) .
a little 1 little N, Wi R EEMEL, MF—K". EMNA
e 5 e
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FAA AT, ERHAIWGER few 5 a few,
#i4n: Will you spare me a few minutes?
R & R4y Bl 1R D g
He is a man of few words.
foRANTUBRESHA,
enough —F{ERMEEIRERRN, MEREEH EBEHHERNZ
J&, 1515 1 4 8 W i 4617 2 A
#itn: If the room is good enough for you, it is good
enough for me.
XA R T REE AR, R R hREE:S,
1 don’t have enough time to do it.
REFWALH FHX S, (A4 A time enough, {8
bR X4 44,)
% 5b, enough AFEHEMHH M too #*f,
#ilzn: 1) This room is too big.

XER T KK,

That one is not big enough.

AR TR,

2) There is too much rain this year.

AETRKZ,

There was not enough rain last year.

HEWRAE,
XX RGP AT B RRERA R ETHEMH I,
FlZn: need =g think A%

understand {48 like =k
X TFiXEiHEshiaA, BAr L% H— 25 7

suppose iNA love =
consider %28 like Eik
know Al hate &
remember ics want £



hope e see BL
wish 58] hear  WflL
XEHFEAFBRKOESSE, BUA TIRERSH &,
AR AETR. Hrh iR TR, ER L EEREE,
Hilgn: 1 think English is easy.
HINAHEBRES
1 am thinking of my mother.

REBRM R,

Listening Com prehension

Ramon Tells about His Experience

My name is Ramon®. I work in a factory with
a lot of Americans. One afternoon a few months ago,
one of my American co-workers® started a conversa-
tion with me during break time®.

“Hey, Ramon. Are you the only child in your
family?”

“No, I have three brothers.”

“What are their names?”

“Carmen, Maria and Jose.?

When I said that, the other workers started laugh-
ing. One of them called me “stupid.” I walked away
from them with a sick feeling in my stomach®. I
didn’t know why they’d laughed or why they’d called
me “stupid”, but I felt confused and ashamed.



For the rest of the afternoon, I thought about
the reaction of my co-workers to the way I spoke Eng-
lish. I had been in this country for less than a year.
Not having any money to go to school to learn Eng-
lish, I listened to the way the Americans at work
spoke, and I tried to imitate them. Of course I made
a lot of mistakes, but my co-workers were not very
helpful. I could tell that they didn’t like repeating
for me things I didn’t understand. When I didn’t un-
derstand something, they became impatient. When I
made a mistake in grammar or pronunciation, they
made strange faces or made fun of me by imitating
my mistakes and my accent.

That night I told my older brother about my ex-
perience at work. He showed me my mistake. While
in my native Spanish “hermanos”® could sometimes
mean both “brothers” and “sisters,” it could only mean
“brothers” in English. Then I understood why the
Americans had called me “stupid.” They thought I
didn’t know the difference between a brother and a
sister. The shame I’d felt that afternoon at work re-
turned.

That same night I decided that I didn’t want to
suffer any more shame and humiliation because of the
way I spoke English. I didn’t want to hear the laugh-
o 8 o



ter of others any more. I made up my mind not to
speak English at work unless I absolutely had to, or
unless I was sure that what I was saying was abso-

lutely correct.

HRHEA
XBXBERE-AREELEORETATE, SURME
SREHE TR, ZR2MEHEEIES, EA—-TR
WA, EENAEIFREHRTIE.
EERADVBATHBR, A2 2 fi & # ¥ &
(Rio Grande) |3 E %y, HrLAH ¥ # A MU{E wetbacks, fth
14 % 1 — R RRE R 2 & B2 m TR,

EFFX
FRUGKRL
R AFUER, RE—KL) THE LTABEREE
EA. LANHAMK—R T, ELRKSHE—-R—
R T EEARMBEIE,
“N, FH 2, IRERBA AL TFD”
‘A, BRE=ALH,”
“UfrIm 2 A"
“RITERE, f%E,”
F—VxiE, HEMTABERERT, HPHF IR
“HE", BUREREREBHLOEEFT, BAGEMBITAHT
¢« 9 .



LBE, A LARR AR, BRET®E, 1R,

BRTFFH GBI E, REZEMR—RTENL
MDFRIEFKIEM KB, REZRETAH 4, BERE
FRRFEANFIE, RENT 2 E R F 176 THent i B 3 %iE,
RT3, YARMREE, HEMGIDEAEARM
LB, BER/UEK, A EFILERT AN EFR—E,
LRITAEMIER, MIERRAH, URILEERR G
IRAGE R, TSR BUR I, % E ERIF D,

PR e b WACLE THERTRIE B A 3X 4 F 25 IF T RAGF
o i T RMEIRFE, ERAIEAPFIEE, herm-
anos —<igILes, AN 1%k ok, (BRI 2 brothers,
R, EMRABAIHLLEAREREE", &7
DA BRE L35 Fih kBB 4> AR Ve, AP 4E TAERT (] AR B
ERRrOE X ET 0k,

R LRICLLAEAEAT B C REIEH R X E
BZEET. RABREHEEINARET, ®TERLITEN
AEREE BRIFAEMOBE, SFRGEHHCRER—R
Ao

p=3 - 3

1. Ramon FFEFIEA 4, ffE(ra'mon], EiFh 5ZHFMH LT R
Raymond ['reimend], Jose i & FHBEF i5HI A 4, %ME
[ho'se]l, LA k#1253 7 4. Carmen['ka:men] #1 Maria[ma'ris]
B&T 4.

2. co-worker [F3, —E#M LAAN. co- B, ", “AE"
FEE.

o 10



#iln: cooperate o

cooperative A 1ER, A 1B
co-education B4R B
co-ed BLRKMER R R¥EE

3. break time Ak B. HHFR{E tea break z coffee break,
BV 45 MR T — /B 2% o kA A B B [l o
4. a sick feeling in my (one’s) stomach (WFF|{EEMEMIES)
DB RE, R &,
sick —F AR BAE“ER"MR, FEFEER P LTLREA “&

D7, PR
fil4n: It makes me feel sick.
XAERIEK,
I am sick and tired of it.
B R R E T o

5. hermano(s) PHBEFIE, 3. {4k 2 hermana(s),

e 771 o



