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Unit Mini Oral Task Cultural Background
1. A Cross-Cultural Context: Amer- . . Four Stages of Adjustment in
icans, Germans, and English Group Discussion: Culture Shock Cross-Cultural Communications

Living near Traffic Pollution Tied
to Heart Deaths

News Broadcast (to be a news anchor) :
Healthcare

Cardiovascular Diseases

The Advent of Nuclear Weapons

Discussion: Measures to Ensure National
Security

Military

The Tragedy of Great Power Pol-
itics

Mini-lecture: Peace and Development

What Is a War?

Special Residents in White House

Debate: Keeping Pets

White House

Counter-Violence Alone Can’t
Curb Terror

Discussion: Why Should Terrorism Be
Fought Globally?

Islam and the West

Attention Chinese Shoppers: No
More Free Plastic Bags

Group Discussion: Science and Technolo-
gy Are the Primary Productive Force.

What Is Culture?

8.

The Fringe Benefits of Failure

Mini-speech: Failure Is the Mother of
Success.

J.K. Rowling

Review

9.

Housing Market Faces Lost Dec-
ade as Upturn Runs out of Steam

Conversation: Social Security in China

Employment in China

10. “Am Earlier Date. fon"‘ When ,l,-l v Presentation: Chinese Food and Festivals Human Evolution

mans Began Acting “Human
11. In the House of Tom Bombadil i;i:f;s tAo E;:) (:lv;(;:: T Progpep That LE'O?;MTI:?;H aod, T
12. Retail Stores Debate: Online Shopping "L.:::jor Tupes of Store Rewiil-
13. Fifty Years of Musical Memories | Speech: Pressure in Modern Society Popular Music
14. The Great Gatsby Television Interview: Life Experience Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald
15. Sifting Through the Controver- | Group Worlé: Movie Appreciation and E-

sy: Reading The Color Purple

valuation

About The Color Purple




Translation Focus

Highly-recommended Words

Behind the Word

Movie Appreciation

* Y
Changing part of speech of the

Einglish word help, home, hot corner office Avatar
Changing grammar roles of the | . . sine, incline domino effect Sicko
English word
Conveying some meaning-intensive

. to d
English words with comparatively | insight, insist, judge sﬁoe rop the other Gladiator
more Chinese expressions
Free translation keep, key, kill feet of clay Waterloo Bridge
A0gl vauion 18 Enghsi-Chincss know, last, learn flea market Philadelphia

translation

Translationese

liable, lie, love

four-letter word

Leon — the Profes-
sional

The translation of English noun
clause

lure, make, market

University of Ad-
versity

World Trade Center

The translation of English attribu-

mean, meet, memorize

Sphinx’s riddle

The Pursuit of Hap-

tive clause pyness (1)

The translation of English adverbial . . ; Princess  Protection
mind, mirror, mistake red tape

clause Program

The translation of English “double . .

pegative” (1) model, modern, multiply quantum leap Life After People

The translation of English “double poed, pisti, ol pour oil on troubled Jans By

negative” (2)

waters

The translation of such unique ex-
pressions as “can not ... too much”,

observe, occupy, offend

paint the lily

The Pursuit of Hap-

4
“can not be over-" etc. e L)
The translanon' of sorrfe unique sen- opp.ortumty, optimism, Or- DIY Copying Beethoven
tence patterns in alghsh ganize

i i - The Phant the
The translation of English long sen S V— sailad] dirys he ntom of

tences

Opera

English-Chinese Translation In-

volved in TEM - 8

pay, perfect, perform

paint the town red

Pride and Prejudice
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Unit 1 A Cross-Cultural Context:
Americans, Germans, and
English

Snapshots of This. Unit

% Dictation for Listening and Imitation Show: The Bell

% Mini Oral Task: Group Discussion: Culture Shock

* Text A (for intensive reading) : A Cross-Cultural Context: Americans, Germans, and English

*  Text B (for reading skill training) : Pride Goes Before a Fall

% Text C (for language acquisition by spotting grammatical errors and making True / False choice): Modern
Etiquette; Holidaying in Polite Style

% Culwral Background: Four Stages of Adjustment in Cross-Cultural Communications

* Translation Focus: Changing part of speech of the English word

* Highly-recommended Words to Be Mastered: help, home, hot

* Behind the Word: corner office

% For Your Recitation: Smile at Strangers, Look into Their Eyes, and Say Hello

*  Movie Appreciation: Avatar

Listening and Speaking

(1) Listen to the following passage four times and write down everything you hear.

Tips:
1. make sure #fi{% . {£IE 3. annoyed adj. k), A<
2. conductor n. EER 4. incident n. FAF, {4, HHh

(2) Read aloud after the speaker in the disc for at least three times and try to imitate his or
her pronunciation and intonation.

i Oral Task

Group Discussion: Culture Shock

Read the following passage and then have a discussion on the topics designed accordingly.

Culture shock is precipitated by the anxiety that results from losing all familiar signs
and symbols“of social intercourse. These signs are the thousand and one ways in which we
orient ourselves to the situations of daily life: when to shake hands and what to say when
we meet people, when and how to give tips, how to give orders to servants, how to make
purchases, when to accept and when to refuse invitations, when to take statements
seriously and when not.



These cues, which may be words, gestures, facial expressions, customs or norms, are
acquired by all of us in the course of growing up and are as much a part of our culture as the
language we speak or the beliefs we accept. All of us depend for our peace of mind and our
efficiency on hundreds of these cues, most of which are unconsciously learned.

When an individual enters a strange culture, all or most of these fa

iliar cues are

removed. He or she is like a fish out of water. No matter how broad-minded or full of
good will he or she may be, a series of props have been knocked from under him or her.
This is followed by a feeling of frustration and anxiety. People react to the frustration in
much the same way. First they reject the environment which causes the discomfort: the
ways of the host country are bad because they make us feel bad.

Topics for discussion:

1. What do you think of culture shock?

2. Do you have similar experiences?

3. How do you overcome it?

1. significant /sig'nifikent/ adj.
large enough to be noticeable or
have noticeable effects

2. portion /'pofan/ n. a part of
sth. larger, especially a part that
is different from the other parts

3. intrusion /m'truzen/ n. when
someone does sth. or sth. happens
that affects your private life or ac-
tivities in an unwanted way

4. proxemic /prok'simic/ a. of
the study of the cultural, behav-
ioral and socio logical aspects of
spacial distances between individu-
als

5. stake /stetk/ n. if sth. that you
value very much is at stake. you
will lose it if a plan or action is not
successful

A Cross-Cultural Context: Americans, Germans, and English

The Americans, the Germans, and the
English share significant' portions’ of each
other’s cultures, but at many points their
cultures clash. Cultural differences which
are out of awareness are, as a consequence,
usually misunderstood as unskillfulness, ill
manner, or lack of interest on the part of
the other person.

Germans and Intrusions’

I shall never forget my first experience with German proxemic*
patterns, which occurred when I was an undergraduate. In order to
understand the various issues that were at stake®, it is necessary to
refer back to two basic American patterns that are{aken for granted in
this country and which Americans therefore tend to treat as universal.

First, in the United States, there is a commonly accepted,
invisible boundary around any two or three people in conversation
which separates them from others. Distance alone serves to isolate any
such group and to provide it with a protective wall of privacy.
Normally, voices are kept low to avoid intruding on others and if
voices are heard, people will act as though they had not heard. In this

2 1 BBHEE3



way, privacy is granted whether it is actually present or not. The
second pattern has to do with the exact point at which a person is
experienced as actually having crossed a boundary and entered a room.
Talking through a screen® door while standing outside a house is not
considered by most Americans as being inside the house or room. If
one is standing on the threshold’ holding the door open and talking to
someone inside, it is still defined informally and experienced as being
outside. Just holdin®on to the door-jamb® when one’s body is inside the
room still means a person is not quite inside the other fellow’s
territory. None of these American spatial definitions is valid in
northern Germany. The following experience brought the conflict
between these two patterns into focus.

It was a warm spring day. I was standing on the doorstep of a
converted carriage house talking to a young woman who lived in an
apartment upstairs. The first floor had been made into an artist’s
studio. The arrangement, however, was peculiar’ because the same
entrance served both tenants. The occupants' of the apartment used a
small entryway'' and walked along one wall of the studio to reach the
stairs to the apartment. As I stood talking on the doorstep, I glanced'
to the left and noticed that some fifty to sixty feet away, inside the
studio, the Prussian artist and two of his friends were also in
conversation. He was facing so that if he glanced to one side he could
see me. I had noted his presence, but not wanting to interrupt” his
conversation. I unconsciously applied the American rule and assumed
that the two activities — my quiet conversation and his conversation —
were not involved with each other. As I was soon to learn, this was a
mistake, because in less time than it takes to tell, the artist had
detached" himself from his friends, crossed the space between us,
pushed my friend aside, and with eyes flashing'®, started shouting at
me. By what right had I entered his studio without greeting him? Who
had given me permission?

I felt hurt and humiliated'®, and even after almost thirty years, I
can still feel my anger. Later study has given me greater understanding
of the German pattern and I have learned that in Germany, there is no
such thing as being inside the room without being inside the zone of
intrusion particularly if one looks at the other party, no matter how
far away.

The English

It has been said that the English and the Americans are two great

Unir 1

A Cross-Cultural Context : Americans, Germans, and English

6. screen /skrin/ n. sth. tall and
wide that hides a place or thing

7. threshold /'érefhould/ n. the
entrance to a room or building, or
the area of floor or ground at
the entrance

8. door-jamb /'dodzem/ n. verti-
cal post at the side of a doorway

9. peculiar /pi'kjulier/ adj.
strange, unfamiliar, or a little sur-
prising

10. occupant /'vkjupent/ n. some-
one who lives in a house, room
etc.

11. entryway /'entrywer/ n. a
door, gate, room, or passage that
you go through to enter a place
12. glance /glans/ vi. to quickly
look at someone or sth.

13. interrupt /'mta'rapt/ v. to
stop someone from continuing
what they are saying or doing by
suddenly speaking to them, mak-
ing a noise etc.

14. detach /di'teetf/ vt. if you de-
tach sth. , or if it detaches, it be-
comes separated from the thing it
was attached to

15. flash /flsef/ vi. if your eyes
flash, they look very bright for a
moment, especially because of a
sudden emotion

16. humiliate /hjuw'miiett/ vt. to
make someone feel ashamed or
stupid, especially when other peo-
ple are present

13



17. cue /kju/ n. an action or
event that is a signal for sth. else
to happen

18. fishmonger /'fifmongs US
-mangar/ n. (BrE) someone who
sells fish

19. stall /stal/ n. a table or a
small shop with an open front, es-
pecially outdoors, where goods are
sold

20. distinction /di'stigkfon/ n. a
clear difference or separation be-
tween two similar things

21. nursery /'nasort/ n. a place
where young children are taken
care of during the day while their
parents are at work

22. entitle /m'tatl/ vt. to give
someone the official right to do or
have sth.

23. ego /'egov US ‘igaw/ n. self-
esteem; the opinion that you have
about yourself

people separated by one language. If there ever were two cultures in
which differences of the proxemic details are marked, it is in the
educated (public school) English and the middle-class Americans. One
of the basic reasons for this wide difference is that in the United States
we use space as a way of classifying people and activiti®, whereas in
England it is the social system that determines who you are. In the
United States, your address is an important cue'” to status (this applies
not only to one’s home but also to the business address as well). The
Englishman, however, is born and brought up in a social system. He is
still Lord — no matter where you find him, even if it is behind the
counter in a fishmonger™’s stall”. In addition to class distinctions® ,
there are differences between the English and ourselves in how space is
assigned.

The middle-class American growing up in the United States feels
he has a right to have his own room, or at least part of a room.
American women who want to be alone can go to the bedroom and
close the door. The closed door is the sign meaning “Do not disturb”
or “I'm angry”.

The middle-and upper-class Englishman, on the other hand, is
brought up in a nursery” shared with brothers and sisters. The
difference between a room of one’s own and early conditioning to
shared space has an important effect on the Englishman’s attitude
toward his own space. He may never have a permanent “room of his
own” and seldom expects one or feels he is entitled” to one. As a
consequence, the English are puzzled by the American need for a
secure place in which to work, an office. Americans working in
England may become annoyed if they are not provided with what they
consider appropriate enclosed work space. In regard to the need for
walls as a screen for the ego® . this places the Americans somewhere

between the Germans and the English.
(957 words)

Notes to TEXT A

1. proxemics (Para. 2)

N
TE KX ZF;ARESF

Introduced by anthropologist Edward T. Hall in 1966, it is the study of spatial distances between
individuals in different cultures and situations. ’

2. Prussia (Para.4)

48+

a historic state originating out of the Duchy of Prussia and the Margraviate of Brandenburg, which
for centuries had substantial influence on German and European history.

4 1 Hm:kiE3



Glossary in Chinese i
FEEEA; BEXEKRY 9. AREH ;A 17. B, 55

1.
2. —&5r;—1n 10. fBiEHE 18. faRg; ik

3. BAGEIAGITIE 11. AO 19. BEHE; BRAL

4. ZSIERARZAE; APREEES2ER 12, CHBg#) B —R 20. Z5; AR

5. FIEXRR;MHE 13. FTW7, 4740 ; 1k, FHR 21. FEILFTREE

6. B8 . 14. 5T, #4538 22. Hyeeee - BUR| (BRHEAR)
7. TTHE RS AL S 15. (HRYEEH) INWE 23. HE; AR

8. "1 16. Z& . XK

Phrases and Expressions in TEXT A

1. lack of: not having or not having enough of sth. & A ; RE;4Z
e.g. Lack of data will bog the work down.
B2 FTHELEX R TG ERE,

2. at stake: if sth. that you value very much is at stake, you will lose it if a plan or action
is not successful; at risk # T3 ; 4 THMK X k
e.g. Thousands of lives are at stake if a war is not avoided.
P REFREBL, RT EFHARTREL,

3. take ... for granted: to expect that the things or advantages that you have will always
exist, and so not pay much attention to them #-+-+-- AT SR
e.g. She takes it for granted that a man should sustain the family.
WiIkA BAREH O REHFLERAGF,

4. detach oneself from sb, /sth, : to try to be less involved with or less concerned about
someone or sth. AT I HEAN(FXKE)EA/XFH
e.g. In order to do her job during the war, she detached herself from her feelings.
ATERSFPHET I RRSRAAL A THHEAFMA,

5. be entitled to: to give someone the official right to do or have sth.  F «esee # K A5
Hfeveeen B ALF)
e.g. Full-time employees are entitled to receive health insurance.
SRR AR T RFRERRE,

6. in/with regard to sb. /sth. : in connection with sb. /sth. X FXA/XFH
e.g. We have reached an agreement with them in regard to the shipment.

B AN L 23 FIE B FARATE R T W,

Exercises for TEXT A

1. Answer the following questions according to Text A.
(1) What are the two basic proxemic patterns for the Americans?
(2) Why did the Prussian artist shout at the author?
(3) Where have the differences of the proxemic details been marked in the American and English
culture$®
(4) What is the meaning of a closed door in the American culture?
(5) What does the last sentence of the text mean?
2. Choose the best word or expression for the following sentences.
(1) More than 3,000 demonstrators with police on Sunday.

Unit 1 A CrossCultural Context : Americans, Germans, and English 1 5§



A. confronted B. clashed C. competed D. protested

2 a consequence of the heavy rain, many areas have been flooded.
A. By B. In C. As D. With
(3) His bold behaviors put himself stake.
A. at B. on C. in D. ('2
(4) We crossed the river into enemy
A. land B. territory C. terror D. terrorists
(5) The train service was for about ten hours.
A. intersected B. interspersed C. intertwined D. interrupted
(6) Workers the power lines from the old, rotting poles.
A. detached B. demanded C. distracted D. disturbed
(7) I never felt so when my boss scolded me in front of the clients.
A. humble B. humiliated C. humorous D. huge
(8) Sometimes, your address is an important cue to your social
A. statue B. status C. environment D. work
(9) Mr. Smith has applied for residence in the US.
A. permanent B. permanence C. prudent D. prominent
(10) This ticket doesn’t you to travel first class.
A. make B. take C. have D. entitle
(11) My pain apparent the moment I walked into the room, for the first man I met asked
sympathetically, “Are you feeling all right?”
A. must be B. must have been C. had been D. had to be
(12) It is only when you nearly lose someone fully conscious of how much you value him.
A. do you become B. then you become C. that you become D. have you become
(13) Just as the soil is a part of the earth, the atmosphere.
A. asitis B. sois C. the same as D. and so is
(14) While driving along the treacherous road,
A. my right rear tire blew out B. my right rear tire had a blowout
C. I had a blowout on my right rear tire D. I had my right rear tire blowout
15 there is little we can do to modify the weather, we can at least know what kind of
weather to expect.
A. Since B. When C. While D. Unless
(16) But the Swiss discovered long years ago that constant warfare brought them suffering
and poverty.
A. anything but B. nothing but C. none other than D. no more than
(17) After seemed an endless wait, it was her turn to step into the doctor’s office.
A. it B. that C. what D. which
(18) The board deemed it’s urgent that these files right away.
A. had to be printed B. should have been printed
C. must be printed D. should be printf;:ql
(19) The sale usually takes place outside the house, with the audience * on benches, chairs
or boxes.
A. having seated B. seating
C. seated D. having been seated
(20) As always when she sang in the bathroom, she the high notes in a special way.
A. spanned out B. belted out C. spread out D. stretched out
3. Cloze
Architectural design influences how privacy i$ achieved as (1) as how social contact is
made in public places. The concept of privacy is not unique to a particular culture (2) what it
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means is culturally determined.

People in the United States tend to achieve privacy by (3) separating themselves from
others. The expression “good fences make good neighbors” (4) a preference for privacy
(5 neighbors’ homes. If a family can (6) it, each child has his or her own
bedroom. When privacy is needed, family members may (7) their bedroom doors.

In some cultures when individuals need privacy, it is acceptable for (8) simply to look
€D themselves. That is, they do not need to remove themselves physically from a group in
(10) to achieve privacy.

Young American«‘,Q_iﬂldren learn the (11) “knock before you enter” which teaches them
to (12) others’ privacy. (13) , too, often follow this rule (14) to entering
their children’s rooms. When a bedroom door is (15) , it may be a sign to others
(16) , “I need privacy,” “I'm angry,” or “Do not (17) . I’'m busy.” For Americans,
the physical division of space and the use of (18) features permit a sense of privacy.

The way space is used to help the individual to achieve privacy, to build homes (19) to
design cities is culturally influenced. Dr. Hall summarizes the relationship between individuals and
their physical surroundings:

Man and his extensions (20) one interrelated system. It is a mistake to act as though man
were one thing and his house or his cities, or his language were something else.
(1) A. that B. well C. good D. deep
(2) A. but B. and C. so D. because
(3) A. psychologically B. quietly C. physically D. patiently
(4) A. indicated B. indicating C. indicates D. indicate
(5) A. at B. with C. on D. from
(6) A. afford B. alter C. alternate D. alert
(7) A. push B. pull C. open D. lock
(8) A. him B. he C. them D. they
(9) A. into B. at C. forward D. for
(10) A. that B. order C. addition D. them
(11) A. proverb B. saying C. rule D. expression
(12) A. watch B. respect C. have D. retrospect
(13) A. People B. Persons C. Parents D. Adults
(14) A. prior B. so C. in order D. as
(15) A. open B. opened C. close D. closed
(16) A. say B. saying C. says D. said
(17) A. delay B. direct C. disturb D. distract
(18) A. anthropology B. anthropological C. architect D. architectural
(19) A. or B. and C. but D. yet
(20) A. makes B. constitute C. is D. constitutes

Pride Goes Before a Fall

I arrived in Guangzhou, China, to begin teaching English, full of ! ethusiasm/m'Guzesm/ n. a
v . . . . strong feeling of interest and en-
enthusiasm' and energy, and with two goals in mind. I was determined, joyment about sth. and an eager-
first, to be a great teacher of English and, second, to learn and use the "w©®imovedint
Chinese language whenever I could.
There were several things I had to learn very quickly, such as basic

numbers, the names of certain foods, and where to buy food. My Chinese
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