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Meng Shufeng,a senior ceramics artist,was born in 1955 from a well-known ce-
ramics family in Tongchuan City, Shaanxi Province.He graduated from Jingdezhen Ce-
ramic Institute in 1980 and at present holds the position of the director of Tong Chuan
Ceramics Research Institute. He has restored and improved Yaozhou Ceramics and Tong
chuan folk ceramics. Many of his crafts exhibited in Beijing,Shanghai,America,Belgium,
Spain,South Korea and Hong Kong were awarded or collected.Meng has published some
works and excelled at identifying antiquities.Meng was awarded the honor of Young-
and-Middle—Aged Excellent Specialist in Industrial Art and the honor of “1%” Class
Folk Industrial Artist” by UNESCO and China Folk Artists Association.
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PREFACE

Yaozhou Kiln was prosperous in Song Dynasty, and remains famous in China.Yaozhou ware has got very special degree and it
deserves a shining chapter both in history of China's art and the culture of the world..

By Yaozhou Kiln, here we mean the celadon made there, which has got high art degree and historical achievements.In 1950s Mr
Mao Dun said that he loved the articles and celadon of Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties. It is well worth thinking about.In sum,
about Yaozhou Kiln's celadon,we would better see the following points.First,making best use of materials. Second, they are different in
style of decorations with good skills and concentrate on artistic conception.Third,giving consideration to formal beauty,good function
and a large variety of ware.Fourth,its construction is reasonable and something done by people of logical thinking.Fifth,it has great
progress in technology,such as piling,piercing,carving kneeding,poking,stamping and sticking.Sixth,paying attention to decoration style,
composition,form and skill. At all events,both form and decoration have got creative progress. As a phenomenon of national culture,one
kind of culture legacy,a revival of objects of spiritual civilization, Yaozhou ware's art style is pure,fresh,simple,healthy and lively.

As for decoration art,lotus’ form is the best one that has got imaginative construction in Eastern art.The skill to make a form was
very convenient;pretty pattern was smooth,as well as full of vigour.From among that,we can realize the willing,mind of the people who
live in the district and realize ideal of art beauty that has come true in folk artist's hands.Looking through Yaozhou ware's effect,one can
see it created artistic conception just like a poem and its culture intension is very precious for us .

In a view of historian,we can say China's traditional ceramics has many bests in the world. Yaozhou ware also has something best
in China's antique ceramics.Doing some research work linked with Yaozhou ware and commenting on it is worth much,then use
something of value to develop our new ceramics.

History records something that has been done by people,something promoted social development;some other thing is hard to say.
Chinese people should well know about their own two sides to historical science and technology,as well as culture and art .China's
antique ceramics is a shine point of world culture.Just as learning Tang poem and Song lines by heart,we should know the facts which
occurred,developed and prospered in that age,as well as some nice works from famous kiln in different period.In this way,maybe you
can say it's well worth the thing we are proud of it. In the long run, to develope China's tradional culture and art,some one is needed to
getinto it and have grasp of it,helping the creation and development of ceramics.My teacher says to me again and again:Art has to get
its own foundation and field.Generally speaking,both ceramic artist and ceramic art itself search for “sharp realizing at heart”, “implica-
tion and symbols”and “find more meaning than the words appear to express.”China's antique celadon will inspire potters for their
creative work.

I have been working as a teacher for many years,and I know so many students love ceramics and would want it to be their life's
work.Shaanxi's Meng Shufeng is one of them. He was born in Tongchuan,Shaanxi.His family members have done their ceramics from
generation to generation.From boyhood he went through Decade Cultural Revolution,then he took his simple luggage and left for
studying,and then he went through four years’ hard study in Jindezhen Ceramic Institut¢:and reached an excellent standard.Although he
could work as a teacher after his graduation from institute,he made up his mind to-come bagck t¢-his home town,then visited a lot of
famous kilns in China at his own expense and learned someting more,and“then he did his ceramics which belongs to Yaozhou ware
system.Mr Li Guozhen,the Ministry of Light Industry's senior engineerhas been moved by his attention,emotion and belief. Meanwhile,
it was very lucky that Meng Shufeng got both Mr Li's guiding and many other people's-support; se.over ten years hard work Yaozhou
Kiln's celadon gained its fame and recognation abroad again.Now contempprary¥aozhgu folk white and blue ware,black glazed ware,
plate with flowers of iron rusty,bowl,pot and jam are also being made for"or&ik;y pefpplex This is a market phenomenon which we
should pay attention to.There is folk craft made by hand,some Yaozhou ware,celadon and folk pottery which have been exported to
many countries and regions and gained good reputation.

A journalist asked Jia Pingwa, a writer from Shaanxi,“What is the characteristic of Shaanxi’s Man?” “Fighting bull’s energy”.
Pingwa said.I think Meng Shufeng bears this character,for he never gives up.As a graduat student of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute,he
learned how to sing“Classical Opera”,but he didn't do s0.As a young ceramic artist he didn’t just fit himself into market and singing
“Popular Songs”,but “National Songs”and authentic”Qin Opera”.Meng Shufeng is a man who has his work at heart.He has been to
Beijing many times and called on Professor Zhang Ding a famous artist,art educationalist and expert in folk art and culture.So,with the

help of Professor Zhang,Meng Shufeng’s ceramics has got fine progress .After all,Shufeng is a youth whose family members have done



ceramics from generation to generation.Tradional ceramic is an influence on him,which is more than other people the same age as his.
Because of this,he has got nice achievements in developping Yaozhou ware.Over ten years hard work he has made a long stride.“The
First Project”charactirized by its correct direction,safe action,hard foundation and elegant work which make experts,scholar both in
China and overseas give it good reputation.Shufeng’s friends also hope to see his*“Second Project”,in which much nicer work will be
born. Pu Songling, a seventh century famous writer said, “A man crazy on something,he never changes his mind,a man crazy on books
his article must be fine,a man crazy on art,he will get good skill,somebody didn't meet success because his heart is out of his work .”
Shufeng is a man crazy about his ceramic art.So,it is good things that his ceramic collection is published today. I congratulate him on his

success.As a man in old age,] am somewhat free in my words here,and have it serve as a preface.

Septemper 1999, Hongmiao,Beili,Beijing

A COUNTRY FELLOW’S HEARTFELT WORDS

I met Shufeng the first time in 1990 when China Yaozhou Ceramic Arts Exhibition was held in Hong Kong.No sooner had the
exhibits been furnished at that time than my subordinate asked me to go to the China Cultural Relics Exhibition Hall for a look,a place
located in Wai Chai covering an area of about 1000 square meters.This hall is really a 'busy window' in the Hong Kong metropolis to
display the world's culture and arts in which various international cultural and artistic exhibitions are constantly held. So far it seems
hard for me to remember clearly the names of previous exhibitions held in this much visited hall.I cannot recall how many times I have
been invited to attend,address or cut the ribbon at the exhibition's opening ceremonies.My first attendance to the exhibition extricated
myself from the complicated and arduous business.I felt relaxed in the simple and pure garden of ceramics.I was reminded of the Central
Academy of Arts and Design,to which I have not been back for 30 years.I also felt as if I had returned to my beloved hometown of
Guanzhong along the Yellow River in Shaanxi Province 34 years ago...

A*Chinese Contemporary Fine and Specially Made Ceramic Artworks Exhibition” was put on for the celebration of Hong Kong’s
returning to the motherland on July 1,1997 by many famous artists.It was a high-class exhibition whose exhibits were perfect arrange-
ments of 100 Chinese mainland senior ceramic arists from the top ten pottery districts in China.There were 155 pieces of fine ceramic
artworks altogether created on the basis of the historic theme of each year from the British invasion in 1842 to Hong Kong’s reunifica-
tion with the motherland in 1997,0ne piece for one year.Shufeng is the only person in charge of the design and creation for three of the
ceramic masterpieces,which are displayed on the first exhibition booth and auctioned off at a high price.His No.4 exhibit, a Yaozhou
porcelain vase with a carved decoration entitled“Three Rhinoceroses Longing for the Return”had a great honor to be chosen for the front
cover of the photo album of the ceramic works for the exhibition.Many customers or collectors viewed his exhibits with the utmost
concentration,and spoke highly of them.His art works had a strong appeal to the visitors.As an old native of Shaanxi Province,l am very
proud of it.A Beijing official said, “This is a series of the contemporary ceramics with an advanced level,high quality and innovative
styles.They will be treasured as ten able new ceramic products in the future”.Some authoritative men in Hong Kong praised them as*‘the
representative works of modern Chinese Ceramic Culture...”

I have been extremely busy going around the world,occasionally seeing or talking about antiques of Yaozhou celadon.Frankly
speaking,this is called “snatching a little leisure from my busy life”.I always think that the unique style of Yaozhou porcelain is incom-
parable and hard to reproduce. This is characterized by the perfect combination of its firm,gentle and imposing shape,jadelike and
elegant glaze as well as sharp and unrestrained carved decoration. I have the sense of pride together with feeling of disconsolation when
my business friends agreed with this“remarkable view” . However,after knowing Shufeng and seeing his works,I feel much more proud
of it without any disconsolations.He has been much prepared with unusual potentials by dozens of years' diligence and intelligence.
Although there are differences in the social system between mainland China and Hong Kong or elsewhere,the culture tradition of
Chinese people is the same. If a ceramic work is done by a Chinese person,and is considered to be of excellence of Chinese people,it will
arouse sympathy,and will be accepted by other peoples and cultures.This is the reason why the national culture and local style can be
international.The world is full of all living things,and Yaozhou celadon wares are extraordinary ceramics in the arts world. We should
take care of it and develop it,what is more important is to treasure those talents,who preserve it,create it and advance it.Otherwise,future
generations may experience a sense of sadness in reference to Yaozhou ware if no one took measures to keep this art alive. The above is
just my “peephole view”.Any comments are welcome from all connoisseurs and readers.

Hu Wenshan
September 19,1999,Hong Kong
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