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The Forbidden City

The Palace Museum of the Forbidden City is located in the center of Beijing and
was originally the imperial palace of Ming and Qing dynasties. It construted in
the fourth year of the reign of Emperor YongLe during Ming dynasty (in 1406
Christian era) and 24 Emperors ruled here during nearly 500 years. In 1925 the
Palace Museum of the Forbidden City was formally set up, which covers an
area of 720 thousand square meters, contains more than 9000 rooms in the whole
complex and is the largest, most intact ancient Chinese architectural complex
still sianding. It collects nearly millions of documents of historical cultural rel-
ics and handicraft articles of dynasties. It was list, by the UN, as one of the
protected items of "Cultured Legacy of the World" .
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Tian'anmen(Gate of Heavenly Peace)

Tian'anmen was built in 1417 and served as the entrance gate to the Imperial
Palace during the Ming and Qing dynasties and in the eighth year of the reign of
Emperor Shun-Zhi (in 1651) it was restored and was given as present name
Tian'anmen, which means "Rule as the procurator of Heaven, Stabilize and
Manage State Affairs”. The shape of Tian'anmen is grave and simple, magnifi-
cent and elegant, and it is one of the typical representatives of Chinese tradi-
tional architectural art. Tian'anmen, limpid Golden water River in front of the
gate, perfectly round and exquisitely Omamental; pillars with carvings of dragons,
the Golden Water Bridges surrounded by carved white marble balustrades and
the powerful stone lions on the sides of the river become merged into one from
very harmonious, solemn and forceful manner.
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The Summer Palace

The Summer Palace is located in the north-west Suburban of Beijing, and was
originally imperial garden and imperial palace for short stays away from the
capital, which is suit measures to local conditions, is particular about distribution,
is surrounded by hills and rivers, and it is masterpiece collecting the creams of
gardens in the north and the south parts of our country, epitomizing the Chinese
art of garden-building and it is also one of the most famous classical gardens in
the world. The Summer Palace consists of Longevity Hill and Kunming Lake,
the total area of it is 290 acres, Tower of Buddhist Incense situates on the central
axis of the garden inner architectures, and the Palace owns more than 3000

rooms of kiosks, platforms, buildings, pavilions, porches and sheds.
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The Temple of Heaven

The Temple of Heaven is located in the southern part of Beijing and it is the
sacred place where emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties worshipped heaven
and prayed for an abundant harvest, the place where emperors paid homage to
heaven and knelt and bowed in worship, and it is also one of the largest pre-
served architecture structures of altars and temples in our country and in the
world. The Temple of Heaven is well-known for five wonderful structures. The
first one is, the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvest also named the Beamless Hall;
the second one is Echo Wall; the third one is Triple Sound Stone; the fourth one
is Talk Stone; the fifth one is the Circular Mound Altar, namely Sacrificial
Platform.
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Zhongshan Park

Zhongshan Park is located on the west side of the Tian'anmen gate tower. It is
one classic commemorative garden with temples and altars and is one perfect
citified garden with dense national styles. Before Zhongshan Park was the Place
where the emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties prayed Land God and Grain
God. In 1925 after Mr. Sunzhongshan passed away, his bier was placed in the
center of the worship Hall of the Park. And in 1928 it was given the name
"Zhongshan Park".
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Beihai Park

Beihai Park sits in the center of Beijing, and it mainly consists of Beihai Lake
and Qionghua (Gem) Island. It used to be the royal forbidden garden of the
Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing Emperors and already have thousands of years'
history. Qionghua.(Gem) Island stands facing the lake and it is tall, straight and
beautiful, which is the main part of the whole park. The White Pagoda on Gem
Island stands tall and erect, around the island limpid water of the lake undulates,
green and drooped willow trees skirt the bank of the lake, and the park is one of
the most ancient, most intact, the most synthetic and representative preserved
traditional gardens in our country and in the world.
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Yonghe Lamasery

Yonghe Lamasery is located in the Dongcheng District of Beijing and it is the
most famous Lama Temple in Beijing which is also named as museum collect-
ing and passing Buddhist Scripture. It covers an area of 66400 square meters, is
constructed with the axle layout, is symmetric and has thousands of halls. The
whole ‘emple is grandly luxurious, perfectly preserved and there are a lot of
precious cultural relics. Lama Temple is made account of by common people
all over the world.
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Ruins of Yuanmingyuan

Ruins of Yuanmingyuan is located in the north-west suburban of Beijing and
the construction began in the 45th year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (1707),
which has been imperial garden during the period of great prosperity of Qing
Dynasty, consists of three parks: Yuanming, Changchun, Qichun parks, and
occupies a area of 350 hectares. It is masterpiece of our structure and gardening,
which is regarded as "the Park of All Parks". In the October of 1860, this park is
stormed and burnt down into ruins by the British and French armies.
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Dongyue Temple

Dongyue Temple is located in the Chaoyangmenwai street of Beijing and its
contribution began during the reign of Yanyou of the Yuan dynasty. It is the
largest temple of Taoism Zhengyi school in North China. It offers sacrifices to
Dongyue gods. Now it is major historical and cultural sites under government
protection throughout the country. Exhibition Hall of Folk Custom Museum is
placed in the Houzhao buildings of Dongyue Temple and in the eastern and
western bathrooms. The area of the exhibitive hall is 1700 square meters. and it
has come to be a specialized museum that studies and shows the culture of the

folk custom.
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Confucian Temple

Beijing Confucian Temple is located in the street Guozijian inside Andingmen.
It is the place where the emperors of the Yuan, Ming, Qing dynasties offered
sacrifices to Confucius and took sacrificial rites. Its contribution began in the
6th year of the reign of Dade in the Yuan Dynasty (in 1302). In the temple there
are magnificent construction groups, the precious witness of cultural relics re-
flecting the Imperial Examination System in China---a successful candidate in
the highest imperial, autography stone stele, "Thirteen Lections Inscription”,
collecting the classical writings of Confucian School. All these are important
cultural heritages.
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Palace of Prince Gong

Palace of Prince Gong is located on the West side of Shichahai, which was the
private residence of the favored official, Heshen of emperor Qianlong in the
Qing Dynasty. In the fourth year of the reign of Jiaqing, Heshen was arrested
and his property was confiscated because of crime of the corruption. In the reign
of Xianfeng, it was granted to his younger brother Yixin and from then on it is
called Palace of Prince Gong. The palace is the most luxurious official resi-
dence with quadrangles of the Qing dynasty and it contains mansions and gardens,
having 30 various construction groups.
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Temple of the White Pagoda

The White Pagoda of Miaoying Temple is located in the street of Fuchengmen
nei. The contribution of it began in the Yuan dynasty (in1271 Christian era). Its
locations was chosen by the ancestral emperor of the Yuan dynasty HuBiLie
himself and it was constructed by craftsman Anico from Nepal. Centralizing
Pagoda, he built an large temple "Mahatma Longevity Eon Temple", which
was rebuilt during the Ming dynasty and was given the name "Miaoying Temple”,
commonly called "Temple of the White Pagoda". In the temple the White Pa-
goda is the earliest and largest preserved temple with Tibetan style.
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Beijing Zoo

Beijing Zoo is located on the northern side of the Xizhimenwai Street in the
Xicheng district and covers an area of 90 hectares. Over 600 varieties of ani-
mals are kept in the Zoo, and is the largest zoo in China and one of the famous
zoos in the world. The construction of the zoo began in the fifth year of the reign
of Emperor Guangxu during Qing dynasty (in 1906). After the founding of New
China, Bear Mountain, Elephant House, Lion and Tiger Mountain, Panda House
and Reptile House were built one after another. In the zoo landscape is graceful
and tourists are appealed everywhere.
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The Bell-and-Drum Tower

The Bell-and-Drum Tower is composed of two seperate buildings which are
situated at the northern terminal of the central axis from north to south in Beijing,
an ancient capital of China. It was a time-keeping center for the capital of the
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.The Bell Building has a height of 47.9 meters.
It is an arched non-beam building constructed with bricks.The Drum Building
has a height of 46.7 meters.It is an ancient building mainly structured with woods.
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Beijing Ancient Observatory

Beijing Ancient Observatory is located in Jianguomen and is one of the most
ancient astronomical observatories in the world, which is built in the seventh
year of the reign of Emperor Zhengtong during Ming dynasty (in 1442 Chris-
tian era). On the observatory there are large astronomical devices. In the Ziwei
Hall under the observatory armillary sphere, simple armillary and square armillary
of Ming dynasty that are newly duplicated are placed and copper gnomon set up
in front of the Guiying Hall. Under the observatory there is also a large-size
exhibition " the achievement of the Chinese ancient astronomy".
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Beijing Grand View Garden

Beijing Grand View Garden is located in the south-west corner of urban district
on the bank of Nancaiyuan City moat. It is a classical cultural garden built ac-
cording to the description of the famous ancient novel "A Dream of the Red
Mansion" written by Caoxueqin and it is the practical ground where the TV play
"A Dream of the Red Mansion" was taken. In the garden there are kiosks and
towers, green willow trees and red flowers, limpid water and glittering waves.
They reflect the cream of the ancient architecture skill and typical art of garden-
ing and the garden have come to be the outstanding garden of the new humanis-
tic scenes .
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Beijing Alleys Tour

Beijing Alleys are the unique ancient city lanes of Beijing, and it is the impor-
tant part of ancient Beijing. The quadrangles in the Alleys, the life of common
people and the culture around Alleys provide a channel that tourists from vari-
ous parts of our country can learn of the culture of ancient Beijing and the life of
common people. Our standing Beijing's Alleys Tour of Xicheng district can
have you really experience the glamour of Beijing's Alleys Tour.
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China Millennium Monument

China Millennium Monument stands in the north facing to the south, and is
located beside Military Museum of the Chinese People's Revolution. It is against
Yuyuantan Park and faces Beijing west Railway station covers an area of 4.5
hectares and the whole surface area of it is 42 thousand square meters. China
Millennium Monument combines the spirit of traditional Chinese culture with
modern architectural art and it is large landscape epitomizing many kinds of art
forms, such as construction, gardening, sculpture, mural and so on.
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ragrant Hill Park
-agrant Hill Park is one famous scenic spot with the feature of the imperial
irdens in the north-west suburb of Beijing. The elevation of the highest peak
ianglu peak is 557 meters. The construction of Fragrant Hill Park began In the
n dynasty. In the garden there are a lot of cultural relics and the scene of it is
ery beautiful. In spring, peach and apricot trees grow one after another and
were are a large amount of flowers on the hill; in summer, there are green trees
verywhere and we can feel pleasantly cool; in autumn, red leaves spread all
ver the mountains; in winter: there is a silver attire. Everywhere are blue sky

and white clouds.
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Beijing Boating Tour

Beijing Boating Tour is a traveling item that is opened after the river system of
Beijing was governed. Its main items are boating activities such as day- to-day
tour, the view of the night scene on rivers, the friendship association on boats,
weddings on rivers and so on. The navigational river courses are: from Kunming
Lake to Yuyuan Pool, from Yuyuan Pool to Longtan Lake, from Kunming Lake
to back lake of Beijing Exhibition. They have been the river part by which royal
family traveled to the west part of Beijing to preventing sunstroke and touring,

and now we can enjoy the new scenes of Beijing on the two sides of t he river.
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Beijing Botanical Garden

Beijing Botanical Garden is located near the sleeping Buddha Temple of
Xishan , and it covers a space of 400 hectares. It collects, shows and stores plant
resources, epitomizing scientific studying, scientific popularity and visiting
function. Beijing Botanical Garden consists of districts of plant showing, places
of historic interests and humanistic scenes, natural protective districts of studying.
Districts of plant showing contain districts of decorative plants, gardens full of
trees, gardens full of miniature trees and gardens full of greenhouses' flowers.
At the end of 1999 it was built into the largest showing greenhouse in Asia.
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Badachu

Badachu Park is located in the south of Xishan scenic spot of Beijing and it is
beautiful temple park of Buddhism having a long history, which is famous fc
“three hills, eight temples, twelve scenes”. The Buddhist relics of Buddha is sti |
enshrined and worshiped in Badachu, the Buddhist relics of Buddha tower, whic
makes the park well-known In the world, and it has come to be a sacred plac
where Buddhist monks prostrate self in worship. Green hills and rivers, ancier
trees and strange stones, famous Buddhist convents ... the beauty of the nature,
the wonderfulness of humanities, all these are pleasant.
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World Park

World Park is located in the Fengtai district of Beijing and its distribution is
designed according the domain of the five continents, epitomizing 110 human-
istic natural scenes of nearly fifty countries in the world and different local
conditions and customs, which gives cultural knowledge of the world to tour-
ists during the pleasant visiting. There are a lot of interesting literary perfor-

mances and participational activities.
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Lugou Bridge

Lugou Bridge is located in the south-west part of Beijing across the Yongding
River, and is built in the 29th year of the reign of Dading of the Jin dynasty. Its
former name was "Guangli Bridge", which was changed into "Lugou Bridge”
later. The length of the bridge is 266.5 meters, the width of the bridge is 9.6
meters, and the quantity of the carved stone lions is 501. In July 7, 1937 itis on
the bank of Lugou Bridge that the gun first started shouting against Japanese
aggressors, which made it well known in the world.
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China Red Sandalwood Museum

China Red Sandalwood Museum is the largest special subject museum that was
built using the investment of Mrs. ChenLihua, the board chair of Hongkong
Fuhua International Company. It is located in the eastern part of Beijing and the
transport of it is very convenient. The main area of the buildings of the museum
is 9596 square meters. In the museum there are central halls, exhibitive halls,
conference rooms, honored guest rooms and so on, exhibiting millions of top
quality which omnibearingly and exactly reveals the glamor and the graceful
bearing of the red sandalwood art.
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China Ethnic Culture Park

China Ethnic Culture Park (China Ethnic Culture Museum) is located in the
Beichen street in the Chaoyang district of Beijing, and is a particular famous
scenic spot in the capital of China. It epitomizes traditional construction, cul-
tura! relics exhibition, local conditions and customs, performances of songs and
dances, making of handicraft articles and national delicious food of 56 nations
in China. It has come to be the largest anthropologic ethnic museum and the
base of the ethnic culture.
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Big Bell Temple Ancient Bell Museum

Big Bell Temple is located on north third ring road. Its contribution began in the
11th year of the reign of emperor Yongzheng in the Qing dynasty (in 1733 Chris-
tian era) and it used to be the place where imperial family prayed for rain and
celebrated Buddhist ceremonies. In the temple there is a big bell made in the
reign of Yongle in the Ming dynasty. Now it is the unique museum for the pur-
pose of storing, studying, showing, using ancient bells and materials of ancient
bells and spreading the knowledge of ancient bell culture.
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China Modern Literature Museum

China Modern Literature Museum, located in Chaoyang district of Beijing, is
the material center of the Chinese Modern Literature. It epitomizes a lot of func-
tions such as literature museum, literature library, literature archives and alter-
nating center. The literature files such as the writings, manuscripts, translating
texts, letters, diaries, magnetic tapes photographs, cultural relics of the Chinese
contemporary writers, related writing commentaries and literature periodicals
and newspapers are kept; stored; arranged and studied in the literature museum.



