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Exploring the challenge

The Peak is the highest topographical point on Hong Kong Island with
dramatic views of the city, hillsides and coastline. 40 Peak Road, at
the junction of two main roads, is a prestigious and opulent residential
development comprising of five detached luxury 4-storey dwellings ar-
ranged on a radial geometry commanding dynamic views over Hong
Kong Harbour.

An individual approach

The site area measures 3,600 m” with a building coverage of 44% and
landscape area of 56%. The landscape area comprises of an arrival
plaza, a communal pool and deck, and individual private gardens for
each of the 5 dwellings. Preliminary site work included the retention of
existing trees wherever possible, or where necessary the transplanting
or felling of trees in preparation for the newly formed split-level ground
planes. Replanting initiatives were then later implemented to revegetate
the surrounding slope. Level changes due to the slope provide a ter-
racing effect to the gardens which are linear in character. The apparent
challenges and constraints, such as steep slopes, became landscape
opportunities. These terraced areas became external rooms, creating
passive spaces with framed views to the surrounding environment. The
development sits within a green hillside setting with the north gardens
commanding major views over Victoria Harbour and Kowloon, while the

south gardens and pool area overlook Deepwater Bay.

An innovative response

The landscape concept is derived from a collection of strong design
principles and creates a resort style character, reinforcing the values of
living within a healthy and green environment. The existing site had a
terraced character, which was fully maximised during the design pro-
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cess. This process required close collaboration with

the project architects and engineers to ensure the ex-
isting level changes worked with, and not against, the
arrangement of the landscape. Consultation with the
engineers ensured the slab structure design achieved
optimum soil depths to ensure mature trees could be
established to their full potential.

Definition in detail

High quality Chinese granite is a feature material of the
project which has been used boldly in a random pattern
in both the architecture and the landscape. Water acts
as a further common element in all landscape areas.
The terraced site allows delicate movement of water
throughout the development which is used to connect
each of the green outdoor rooms. Each private garden

includes lush semi-tropical planting, lighting, water and
lawn that are in contrast with the yellow and grey gran-
ite of the walls. This contrast is perhaps most striking
due to the high rate of plant growth since the late win-
ter planting began. Outdoor stairs link the landscape
areas and introduce timber and glass to the composi-
tion. All balustrades are of transparent glass to maxim-
ise garden views. The pool and deck area particularly
afford full southern views with four mature Roystonea
spp palms helping to highlight the spectacular vistas.
The planting theme adopts a very lush palette of spe-
cies, with sixty different species used throughout the
landscape. Individual gardens have a signature tree
species, which compliment the surrounding selection
of plants. The lush planting aims to enclose each of the
individual gardens to ensure privacy, while providing a

frame for the distant views to the harbour below.
Holistic sustainability

HASSELL has a strong appreciation for natural ecolo-
gies and the incorporation of sustainable design inter-
ventions in all of its projects, this project is no excep-
tion. The design minimises the impact on the existing
landscape, with the retention of all existing trees where
possible, or where required the transplantation of trees
off-site to be returned for re-planting. These returned
trees have all successfully established and have be-
come significant elements in the landscape. The inte-
gration of new drainage with old drainage systems also
reduced the impact to the ground plane. Local natural
stone material was also used and arranged within a
modular form to reduce workmanship and ultimately
reduce material waste.
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SWA designed this stunning 1.5-acre single-family
residence—located in a small Northern California
community at the base of the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains—to evoke the spirit and character of a Proven-
cal farmhouse. Strong indoor/outdoor connections
were forged both visually and functionally using inti-
mate verandas, covered outdoor terraces, and doors
and windows that open to shaded pathways, verdant
gardens, and expansive views. An evocative loggia
incorporates outdoor seating around a fireplace for
summer dining and entertaining.

This Los Gatos villa adheres not only to the highest
level of craft, but also to careful environmental sus-
tainability. The home was sited into the landscape by
reusing its flat portions, and cut and fill were carefully
balanced to avoid any import or export of material; for
example, material excavated for the infinity-edge pool
was reused to build up terraces. The secondary entry
was set back from the road to preserve existing ma-
ture coast live oaks and eucalyptus trees. In addition
to maintaining the vegetative structure of the site, the
preserved native oak trees provide background and
privacy from the houses on the adjacent hillside.
About a third of the lot was preserved as a steep,
vegetated ravine, and the remainder was landscaped

with a Mediterranean plant palette that simultaneously
minimizes water usage and deepens the awareness of
seasonal change and the sense of place. The outdoor
areas are designed for both a cohesive aesthetic and
low water usage, using drought-tolerant native grass-
es and plantings. The hardscape was created out of
crushed gravel recycled from a local source in order
to allow permeability for ground-water recharge. SWA
also used recycled, reclaimed, and locally available
materials to create a modern family home that speaks
to the owners’ commitment to sustainability and site
sensitivity. For example, site materials emphasize lo-
cally available and recycled gravel and cobble, dry
stack stone walls and pavers, wall rubble, steps, roof
tiles, beams, columns, and wall-veneer rubble. Arti-
facts and outdoor art collected by the client were also
integrated into the design.

SWA worked closely with the client at every stage of
design. The house plan and garden layout maximize
existing views to the west (Santa Cruz Mountains) and
north (Silicon Valley and San Jose). Every part of the
property was fully used to take best advantage of the
mild, northern California climate, including the estab-
lishment of several outdoor entertainment spaces and

play areas for the family’s four young children.
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