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Unit 1 From the 10" to the early
16" Century
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1. Leif Erikson FJ: - R wgk

There is always something thrilling and exciting about traveling, exploring, and sailing,
getting through the bridges, walking across the woods, sailing on the boundless oceans without
knowing where you will arrive. The exploring genes seemed to be in a Norwegian family of the
late 8" century A.D. where Leif Erikson came from.

Leif Erikson was the first European to set foot in the New World, opening a new land rich
with resources for the Vikings to explore. But for some unknown reason, the Vikings only made a
few voyages to the New World after Leif. Unfortunately, this caused his discovery to remain
unknown to nearly all of Europe, which was in the midst of the Crusades.

Leif Erikson’s father, also known as Erik the Red, was an explorer, navigator, as well as a
sailor. He lived in Iceland, but he was outlawed twice because of murdering, and was exiled.
Then Erik tried to venture out and search other places for his family during his three years of
exile. It was during this time (between 970 and 980 A. D. ) that Leif was born to Erik the Red.
For the next three years, Erik, accompanied by his wife and Leif, sailed west and discovered the
huge land where it was full of fjords and green grass, so Erik gave the land name of “Greenland”
because of the abundance of grass. When the family returned to Iceland, they told people about
their explorations and adventures there. Soon, a flux of people headed there to find more land.
Leif accompanied his father to lead the group to the new land. Leif grew up in the atmosphere of
adventure and sailing.

Leif was probably around 16 when he was out and saw a young polar bear on an ice flow. He
decided to capture the bear but there was a strong current between the ice flow and land. So using
his knowledge of the sea, he went “upstream” from the polar bear and let the current carry his
boat into the ice flow. After capturing the bear he used the same tactic to get back to land,
impressing the people. on shore.

When Leif was 20, he had a strong urge to travel and explore. More trading occurred
between Greenland and Norway, so Leif got an opportunity to explore. He sailed to Norway in
around 1000 where he was converted to Christianity by King Olaf, who sent him back to
Greenland to convert the settlers there.
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Some years before 1000 A. D. , Bjami, an adventurer, relayed exciting news of a new land
to the west. Leif bought Bjarni’s ship, gathered a crew of 35 and sailed westward as Bjarni had
instructed. With favorable weather and winds, Leif and his crew were soon following the outlines
of the new lands that they had heard of. They continued onward, stopping only briefly at the other
two lands, which were Helluland ( thought to be today’s Baffin Island) and Markland ( probably
today’s Labrador Island) until they reached the third new land.

Then Leif sailed southeast for two days and came to an island with a mainland behind it. On
this land the dew on the grasses seemed as sweet as honey. Here Leif had some booths or
temporary shelters built. But, the land here was so rich that he decided to build at least one large
house for the winter. On this land there were salmon bigger than any the Vikings had ever seen
before , there were also very rich pastures there for their cattle and there were rich forests covering
this land.

There, they came ashore and constructed shelter, and later a large house for the winter.
They found their winter to be frost-free, and agreed that fodder and other food, that normally
would need to be kept during the cold harsh winter for the animals, would be unnecessary here.
Also, the rivers and lakes were filled with salmon and a large variety of other fish. And the earth!
It seemed to be black and rich, where they could easily grow their crops. So pleased was Leif by
the land and its bounty, he named it Vinland which means that there were a lot of grapes.

In the spring, Leif and his crew returned to Greenland. On his return journey, Leif came
upon a wrecked trading vessel whose crew he rescued; for this deed he received the entire rich
cargo and gained the nickname “Leif the Lucky”. A year later Leif settled on Brattahlid taking
over his father’s farm.

Unfortunately that was the last voyage to Vinland Leif ever took. When he returned from
Vineland with the rescued crew he invited them all to his house. With all the overcrowding, when
a disease hit the house, half of the men died, including Leif’s father. This cut off the chance for
further exploration in Vinland because he had to take over his father’s duties. Leif had to manage
the colony his father had set up and make new laws. This was not the last of Leif’s involvement
and connection with Vineland however. Leif's brothers, Thorwald and Thorstein, both took
voyages to Greenland and explored even more extensively than Leif. Thorwald was killed by an
Indian arrow and Thorstein, who went to Vineland to get Thorwald’s body, was blown off his
course and died shortly after returning to Greenland. After this, two men arrived in Greenland and
one of them was a friend of Erik. So, Leif invited them to stay with him and provided them with
the best Christmas any of them had ever had as well as with talk and directions to Vineland. Leif’s
slaves accompanied the next voyage to Vineland by Thorfin, the main sailor who had stayed with
Leif. Thorfin decided not to stay in Vineland after being attacked by the Native Americans there.
Little else is known about Leif, who is thought to have died around 1020,

Leif was a smart man who once said, “If two men think alike then one of them is not
thinking. ” This shows his mindset of finding new things, not being content with the old. He was
one of the most famous explorers of the Viking period and beat Columbus to North America by

almost half a millennium! Leif spread Christianity, practiced hospitality, and took over his
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father’s duties even though he wanted to return to his Vinland.

Introduction to the character

EX - RETFHR(970—1020) L47E/A5T 1000 £ R FIL R MBI IREE K . AL
FERBBIM G E—4 RIRE TI(Eric the Red) , fRRZBMA, LRI H THRAK
FERIBEER , 2P AR VULR , (L B ERAE LU AL 35 Ay 2 AUKE BR 2= ( Greenland ) M3 . B RAMEK
KAGBEEEH. RRMEIDIEE =0, FHERBE 2R, X THFSMEmEL
MR - M/RARBZGHER LT HWXIEAMTT, FRAPWDILB— IR

Erik the Red ZI&IRE 7 (950—1003) KA TFRER ,EFRKEBRHK, AN
BB, HERBERT T - IMBENNEEANERS. RERUETHERAY =
(Rogaland) , i JLF B KR - RERZFERUB I —BELEHNERR.

King Olaf BEy kXEF HRET. 2K, LYEHETELAHERLAETE. B
£ 1009 £ 1013 4E 0], B PRI EARTNE S SMERR G W@ A 5 F1EAHB K.
1014 4F , BT R EH S BEZ UL, MLERE A BHFMEE ., 1015 4,8 E
TE, FREBRBBRFIETEE . AERAGEERMRZAWE RS, AR R —25R
BEROBSR . 1027 SF BRI R T HH RS I B B R SRR R SR T B MR T,

Baffin Island B35 MEXAILMRARILTH D05, 60 TREE 2 S, 2R
EHAHI,

Labrador Island fifihi & 8 MERHN—MX, N FRAEERE, 5—82ZRA4
FELRABMERWATFZRIHFHEE .. PAHERZE WIS A FRARIEE
BRI,

Vinland {25 CZR N4 A O OMEN—NMERZH . BB EFEH i, B
RE XM, LZREFW, BHLERAEXRRAT —NMEBKEER - &I
SEERS B ANEXBEXRBEETNE , BE 24 FTBR 1540 FRRTHRE=5,

Vocabulary
boundless adj. TTFRH; TER; THFHN
Norwegian adj. RELEY
outlaw v BEWMENIAEZGE
exile v. (JLIERBORIRE T ) HOZ
accompany v B

convert v BEREAL B (EHERGD)

%)
&N
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relay v 51K 1538

crew n. M 5

salmon n. =3 KEGRHE

ashore adv. TEE L2 |

fodder n. tREH

cargo n. (B KM FESERN) —#EY
take over BE ER

mindset n. BYEHFR

Background information

REXE HRBEKRD,EH 2 166 086 5 Tk, ZEJLRUW AL, LKA HZ
. B2 B o vk X R IR 341 700 P07 FoK , (B H AP AL B AR M 2 A R 40 (X
JLPFRANBFEZERNERE . B ARBEMXIEL ) 150 000 F5 TX, X E S FAEGE R
MR, ZE BRI, s XA SRFEERZES A TR B A R B 22 5 BlAR
HASE BB EFBAIR . 15228 B8 Bl SR, (LT R 2 1 PR IR R X
5Kk K N LR —BERAREHR SR, BER LT RERESE AR RS, BUE
KE BB LA B B YR B, T A E 8 K, 982 4F, #E AR B 32 (Erik the Red) R A
BWIER RS, FREMEZEE. 985 £, REFREIKS, AT EAVUREIX RN
REM T B EwRL REREKR =,

% Questions

1. How did Leif’s father, Erik the Red, influence his exploring life?

2. Besides the adventure spirits inherited from Leif’s father, what else was supposed to be
influential factors in Leif’s exploration life?

3. What does Leif mean by saying “If two men think alike then one of them is not
thinking” ?

4. What contributions did Leif make to the later explorations initiated by a bunch of
navigators, sailors and explorers such as Christopher Columbus?

5. What have you learnt from Leif Erikson’s life story?

2. Christopher Columbus va ¥ #iiEds - BHEM

Christopher Columbus ( 1451—1506 ) was a navigator, colonizer and explorer. Born in
Genoa, the son of a weaver, Columbus spent some of his early years at his father’s trade and later

became a sailor at 14. After a number of voyages in the Mediterranean, where the greatest
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mariners of antiquity were bred, at the age of 24, Columbus settled in Lisbon, the center of
European oceanic enterprise. Columbus married the well-born Filipa Perestrello e Moniz, whose
father was a wealthy Portuguese navigator. As the result of the experience as a sailor as well as the
study of charts and maps, Columbus firmly believed that by sailing west across the Atlantic he
could reach the East easier than by the dangerous route of around Africa.

Columbus’s uniqueness lay rather in the persistence of his dream and his determination to
realize the “ Enterprise of the Indies” , as he called his plan. Seeking for support for his project,
he was repeatedly rebuffed, first at the court of John II of Portugal and then at the court of
Ferdinand ]I and Isabella | of Spain. After nearly 7 years of supplication, having completed
an expensive War in the Iberian Peninsula and desperate for a competitive edge over the
European countries in trade with the East Indies, the Spanish rulers decided to risk the enterprise
and agreed that Columbus should be granted 3 ships built and maintained at the crown’s expense.
According to the agreement that Columbus made with King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, if
Columbus discovered any new islands or mainland, he could receive many high rewards,
including both of governmental powers and the rights of making profits.

In 1942, Columbus set sail with three ships and about 90 men; the first voyage was so much
easier than sailing east. On October 12, 1942, Columbus landed in India. He named the native
people of the Island Indians. In the following years, Columbus made 3 more trips to the new
lands, which were all documented by National Geographic and opened a whole new business of
tourism for the country of Spain.

On August 3, 1492, Columbus sailed from Palos, Spain, with three small ships. After
halting at the Canary Islands, Columbus sailed due west, and on October 12, he landed on a
small island in the Bahamas. Columbus took possession for Spain and discovered other islands in
the neighborhood. On Christmas Eve Columbus leaving men there to found a colony, hurried back
to Spain on the Nifa. His reception was just like he wished, according to the contract with the
Spanish sovereigns, Columbus was made “admiral of the ocean sea” and governor-general of all
new lands he had discovered or should discover.

Fitted out with a large fleet of 17 ships, with 1,500 colonists aboard, Columbus began his
second voyage in October, 1493. The landfall this time was made in the Lesser Antilles, and his
new discoveries included the Leeward Islands and Puerto Rico. After discovering Jamaica,
Columbus returned to Hispaniola and found the colonists, interested only in finding gold,
completely disorderly; Columbus’s attempts to enforce strict discipline led some to seize vessels
and return to Spain to complain of his administration. Columbus returned to Spain in 1496,
leaving his brother Bartholomew in charge at Hispaniola.

In 1498, on the third expedition, Columbus was forced to transport convicts as colonists.
This time, Columbus sailed across the mouth of the Orinoco River (in present Venezuela) and
realized that he saw a continent, and without further exploration he hurried back to Hispaniola to
administer his colony. In 1500, Isabella and Ferdinand sent an independent governor as the result
of reports on the wretched conditions in the colony ( During Columbus’s stint as governor and
viceroy, he had been accused of governing tyrannically). Columbus was sent back to Spain in
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chains. The admiral was immediately released, but his favor was on the wane; other navigators
had been in the New World and established much of the coast line of South America.

It was in 1502 that Columbus finally gathered together four ships for a fourth expedition, by
which he hoped to reestablish his reputation. Columbus hoped he might siill find lands answering
to the description of Asia or Japan by sailing past the islands and far enough westward. After
suffering terrible hardships, he reached the Gulf of Darién. Columbus was marooned on Jamaica
while returning to Hispaniola. After his rescue, Columbus was forced to abandon his hopes and
return to Spain.

Funded by Isabella ] of Castile, Columbus’s four voyages to the Americans, preceded by
the Norse, led by Leif Ericson, who built a temporary settlement 500 years earlier, however,
opened the western Hemisphere to European exploration and colonization. Columbus initiated
widespread contact between European and indigenous Americans. It was his voyages that revealed
the existence of this so-called New World to the great powers of Europe. While he had always
given the conversion of non-believers as one reason for his exploration, Columbus became
increasingly religious in his later years. Also, Columbus demanded that the Spanish Crown give
him 10% of all profits made in the new lands, according to earlier agreements, however, the
crown did not feel bound by those contracts and rejected. At Columbus’s death, he was still
convinced that his journeys had been along the east coast of Asia. Actually, America was
discovered by Columbus purely by accident. People now honor Columbus for doing something that
he never intended to do and never knew that he had done.

As a navigator of extraordinary skill, Columbus was often daring, courageous, imaginative
but inflexible, greedy and jealous at the same time. As a colonial administer, Columbus finally
was stripped of all his authority in the Americas and died in Valladolid, on May 20, 1506.

In the opinion of revisionist historians, Columbus voyages symbolize the more brutal aspects
of European colonization and represent the beginning of the destination of Native American peoples
and culture. However, it could not be erased that his voyages gave rise to an era of European
domination of the world and saw the spread of European religious, political, and economic ideas
to all part of the earth and led to general European awareness of the American continents in the

western Hemisphere.

"’\ Introduction to the character

SEEWHET - FHEH (1451—1506) A FHRIPWIAME(RBAFEN) , —ENF/
¥giESl, BHEAHE RIS, AR BRI R P ENE AP ., RERACH
B, BHMERBILBL T HILE. HE 1492 £, ERITFEEZRHT , FRAH LR NR L E
T, RIS CHE , b th R AN 2 EH S AR, R IFRE T REXEABIEM
LR UER] T KM BRIE ULA IEBR 1 (2 T IHKEE SH KB R . FREHRIARIF K
Wi T 2 FigE R BR80T, B H 2 E— D ERIES A
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Genoa #FT IR ILFEKLATE 1100 FFF IR, AL T B XA PG IL g 2 F BT
Ho X B0 37 3838, 1805 FHEWCHET WEEREIH. BAEERLCHITHEH 1814 4,
PIRE Y 2EEH, B2 ERIPTE RFE—RBENE, AR MEHEFET EEEERF, H
AL FRAFEN , B XA IR A IR,

John II of Portugal H# F £ B _ttt( iFAHW i) (1455—1495) & T AR
H/R4EE F (1481—1495) ,

Ferdinand I 3£ — 1 (1452—1516) FThisiEE (1479 4—1516 SE4EN0L) , KET%
I E F (1474 4£—1504 F7EA7  FRIEBR T ) . bt RVEPE B E F (1468 42, FRIEM
) FIERAEN E £ (1504 £, FREmps = i) ., B S5 FHEFRM T L EFT N H—
eSSk ERE - WA WE—-TEE,

Isabella I RIS —1(1451—1504) RFEHFFUEMLE, RIS REBRE—
SR TR K HiZ3, 8 B R 1/ ER A5 —FHET 3 7 26,

Iberian Peninsula REEFITE L AL FRKMFEr /A, R IG5 0, 0530 2 K i,
el s . A4 R pkAe 2k R ARILER, SR KRk &, EEREEG PREKS
E3 pog: I

) %\ Vocabulary

uniqueness n. ME— il de i

enterprise n. Fb ;381

rebuff vt WrsRiE 4, 7%

supplication n. BoaR 4R oK

admiral n. MFZENG G LA =] 4

wretched adj. &EW

viceroy n (REEEFRITEYNERBEN) BB
tyrannically adj. ERER]; BB UK

release vt. RERBURR (AR FHEREAR)
maroon vt. JEFABCE BN IR ; fHPLL

temporary adj. WmET ) ; B0 B9 ; AT 6] &9

hemisphere n. Bk

initiate vt U6 EF RE; ik

indigenous adj. T4 +KH;EREAH
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Background information

BERE L2REEREAHEE, FNOERZABER, 1493 4, FRHAE WE
AR, WEREA TS LR EHFIHH SR, MRN8 897 Fi5TXK, A0
337 77, R P B AR AREE 5 99.9% . BHIEE ARG, BREE. BR
BEBRIH, HNENE, BT, BEERE AR ERBO LML, (5 55 A7 = (B
HREXRM LR ) 7R NS HEE S, TEFIERER BT EEBRAH
TR RBEAEEN MM, BERLToEESMHHBXANEERZRET X
R, B TEASEAPIRESE R A 6 A5 KRR R RS AL, HREER
TEER TSR LA R BN E RIS E R A S . 32 R& nE i X 258 .0, iRl =ik
A RAETE KR T R W ETH AL, AR,

Questions

1. What nationality was Christopher Columbus? When did Columbus leave for Lisbon?

2. What kind of theory about the earth and route of sailing did Columbus strengly stick to?

3. Can you list out at least three important voyages and expeditions of Columbus during his
life time as an explorer and navigator?

4. Was Columbus’s fourth voyage a successful one? Why or why not?

5. What special and significant influence did Columbus’s voyages have on the field of

exploration in the world?

3. Amerigo Vespucci F[FIBF - B

Amerigo Vespucci, who is also known by the name of Americus Vespucci, was one of the
early explorers of the New World, and the continents of North and South America were named in
his honor.

Amerigo Vespucci was born in a small village near Greve in Chianti, south of Florence in
1454. From the time he was a small boy he was very interested in astronomy, maps, explorers as
well as their adventures.

Amerigo’s father died in April of 1478, therefore, Amerigo became the bread earner of the
family. He was given a chance to show his business expertise because he became the manager of
the firm to the money of the Medici family. Amerigo was an agent of the Medici family for
sixteen years; he struggled with affairs of trade, buying and selling. At this time, Amerigo
accumulated a wealth of money. And then in 1492 he was sent to Spain. Spain was a land full of

many business opportunities. In Spain, Amerigo acted as a merchant for the Medici family. He
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established many contacts in Spain; he needed to stay in Spain to conduct business for the Medici
family. In Spain, Amerigo was in the midst of the Columbus’ voyages, which he heard much
about (as a merchant he probably invested in Columbus’ second voyage). Around 1489,
Vespucci was told to transfer the business of the Medici family to Gonzalo Berardi; Vespucci and
Berardi would become close friends.

Vespucci had become increasingly interested in the voyages of Columbus. After Columbus’
third voyage, which he had not yet discovered a passage to Asia; Vespucci felt it was time he
should do some exploring himself. Amerigo had all the qualifications to be a sailor, such as his
family connections, family tradition of sailing, and his skill in trade, business, cosmography,
mathematics, and astronomy.

In May 1499, Vespucci was to set sail with Alonso de Hojeda. Amerigo went as an
astronomer and “as a merchant”. Vespucei was given two ships, and the freedom to steer them
where he wished as long as Hojeda gave his permission. However, Vespucci had other plans.
Columbus’ ships sighted Brazil in June 27, 1499; this would be the first view Europeans had ever
had of Brazil. His ships had also sailed to the Amazon River. On this voyage, Vespucci studied
the stars in order to find the south celestial pole. This voyage would insight a transformation in
Vespucci from businessman to scholar. Vespucci thought he was close to finding a route westward
to Asia, however, Vespucei’s ships would sail back to Spain in June of 1500 because they were
not seaworthy anymore.

Once Amerigo returned to Spain from his first voyage with Hojeda, he wrote his first letter to
Lorenzo de Medici. In this letter, he described his route across the Atlantic Ocean and wrote
about the animals he saw, and he wrote about the stars of the sky that he used to plot where he
was. Vespucci wrote about the people he had encountered. He wrote that his men had docked on
the island of Espanola, which Columbus had discovered; here Vespucci made provisions for the
ships. However, Vespucci said his men were getting tired from being at sea for over a year, so
they set sail to return to Castile. When Vespucci arrived in Europe, he would soon find
disappointment because the Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama had sailed around Africa, to the
famous part of the East. Amerigo set to sail on another expedition for Spain; the Spanish
government offered him three ships and supplies for another voyage. However, although the steps
are unknown, Vespueci declined the offer of the Spanish king, which led him to the conclusion
that the only way he could have a successful voyage would be to sail under the Portuguese flag.
Vespucci was given three Portuguese ships and complete power over the ships. The Portuguese
ships were quicker, faster, stronger, and more trustworthy than Spain’s. On May 31, 1501,
Amerigo set sail to find the Strait of Catigara, which Ptolemy had thought led to Asia. However,
Vespucci’s voyage sailed along the coast of what is now South America; he sailed almost all the
way to the southern tip of South America.

This voyage would make Vespucci famous because he knew he was not in Asia or anywhere
near Asia; Vespucci made a geographical discovery that would set him apart from any man in
history. He had discovered a new continent. Vespucci was aware of the inconsistencies between
accepted notions of traditional geography. “He had discovered a new continent in the only way it
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was possible at that time to discover it, by extensive exploring coupled with well-grounded
deductions in line with a remarkably near to accurate conception of the circumference of the
Earth. ” Vespucci took geography to a new level; he made it known that there was another ocean
that had to be crossed to get to Asia.

About the 1499—1500, Vespucci joined an expedition in the service of Spain, with Alonso
de Hojeda as the fleet commander. The intention was to sail around the southern end of the
African mainland into the Indian Ocean. After hitting land at the coast of what is now Guyana,
the two seem to have separated. Vespucci sailed southward, discovering the mouth of the Amazon
River and reaching, before turning around and seeing Trinidad and the Orinoco River and
returning to Spain by way of Hispaniola. The letter, to Lorenzo di Pierfrancesco Medici, claims
that Vespucci determined his longitude celestially on August 23, 1499, while on this voyage.
However, that claim may be fraudulent, which could cast doubt on the letter’s credibility.

Although Vespucci had visions for more trips, he had to teach all pilots of Spain in skills of
navigation and cosmography under the command of King Ferdinand in 1508.

Amerigo Vespucci would die in Seville on February 22, 1512. However, the achievements of
Amerigo Vespucci are numerous. Vespucci was the first European to reach the shores of Brazil,
and the first to explore its coastline; he was the first on the coasts of Columbia, Uruguay, and
Argentina. He discovered three of the world’s largest rivers: the Amazon, the Pavia, and the
Plata, and he explored an estimated 6,000 miles of coastline, which was more than anyone ever
had. He was the first to record the existence of the equatorial current. He also was able to
determine precise longitude using the lunar cycle. Most important, was that he realized that he
had arrived at a new continent that was not Asia. The most controversial part of Amerigo
Vespucci’s life was not his fault. The controversy lies in how many voyages Amerigo actually made
across the Atlantic. Some say he made four, while others say he made only three. I will supply

you with the information I have. My own opinion is that Amerigo Vespucci made three voyages to

the New World.
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Vocabulary
cosmography n. FHEWE
celestial adi. RZSH 3 REM
seaworthy adj. (%) RELZ 4TI 0 R B IR 69
provision n (I HIRTHESHDRE, BY
inconsistency n. NpiE, A —F
well-grounded adj. FHHLKER ; E T HEH AN
deduction n. WM EHE
circumference n. B, K
equatorial adj. 7738 ML R ; B BAK
longitude n ZF
lunar adi. AR 5 A RH XN
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