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acoustic phonetics

Acoustic phonetics refers to the study of the properties of the sound waves.
anthropological linguistics

Anthropological linguistics uses the theories and methods of anthropology to study
language variation and language use in relation to the actual patterns and beliefs of man.
applied linguistics

Applied linguistics is a term covering several linguistic subjects as well as certain
interdisciplinary areas that use linguistic methods, like psycholinguistics, computational
linguistics, sociolinguistics, etc. to study the nature of language teaching.
arbitrariness

Arbitrariness refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural relationship
to their meanings.
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articulatory phonetics

Articulatory phonetics refers to the study of articulatory organs and the investigation of the
speech sounds produced by these organs by identifying and classifying the individual sounds.
auditory phonetics

Auditory phonetics focuses on the way in which a listener analyses or processes a sound
wave.
bow-wow theory

Bow-wow theory is a theory about the origin of language. In this theory language
developed from the people imitating the sounds of the animal calls in the wild environment
they lived.
competence

Competence is the ideal language user’s knowledge of the rules of his language.

computational linguistics

Computational linguistics is an interdisciplinary field which centers on the use of
computers to process or produce human language.
conveation

A regularity in the behavior of members of a given group who repeatedly find themselves
confronted by a problem of co-ordination, who solve this problem in one of several possible
ways, and in return expect the response by others in the group.
creativity

By creativity we mean language is resourceful because of its duality and its repulsiveness.
descriptive study

Descriptive study refers to the study of language in which the rules to which the members
of a language community actually conform are just described.
design features

Design features are the features that define our human languages. The frequentiy
discussed design features are arbitrariness, duality, creativity and replacement.
diachronic linguistics

Diachronic linguistics is the study of language through the course of its history.
dialect

Dialect is a linguistic system that is tied to a specific region in such a way that the regional
distribution of the system does not overlap with an area covered by another such system.
displacement

Displacement means that human languages enable their users to symbolize objects, events
and concepts which are not present (in time and space) at the moment of communication.
duality

Duality is the property of having two levels of structures, such that units of the primary
level are composed of elements of the secondary level and each of the two levels has its own
principles of .organization.
etic’'vs. emic analysis

Following the suffix formations of ( phon) etics vs. ( phon) emics, this term was
introduced into the social sciences by Swadesh (1934 ) and Pike (1967 ) to denote the
distinction between the material and functional study of language: -phonetics studies the
acoustically measurable and articulatorily definable immediate sound utterances, whereas




| HB—E BEREN /j

v -

phonemics analyzed the specific selection each language makes from that universal catalogue
from a functional ( =distinctive) aspect.
emotive function

Emotive function refers to the function of language by which people change the emotional
status of an audience for or against someone or something. 2
informative function

Informative function refers to the function of language by which people tell what the
speaker believes, give information about facts or reason things out. One important feature of
this functions that the speaker commits himself to the truth that something is or is not the case.
interpersonal function

Interpersonal function refers to the function of language by which people make
sociological use of language to establish and maintain their status in a society.
language

Language is a svstem of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication. It is
instrumental in that communicating by speaking oF Mriting is a purposeful act. it is socia!
and conventional in that language is a social semfotic and communication can only take
place effectively if all the users share a broad understanding of human interaction including
such associated factors as nonverbal cues, motivation, and socio-cultural roles.
langue

Langue refers to the abstract linguistic system shared by all the members of a speech
community.
linguistics

Linguistics is usually defined as the science of language, or as the scientific study of
language.
macrolinguistics

Macrolinguistics is the scientific investigation of all related disciplines such as sociology,
psychology and philosophy.
metalingual function

Metalingual function is the function of language by which people discuss language by
itself.
morpheme

Morpheme is the minimal unit of meaning.
morphology

Morphology is concerned with the internal organization of words. It studies the minimal
units of meaning-morphemes and word formation processes.
onomatopoetic word

Onomatopoetic word is the word which is formed through the imitation of sounds from
nature.
parole

Parole refers to the actualized language, or realization of language.
performance

Performance is the actual realization of the ideal language user’s knowledge of the rules
of his language in linguistic communication.
performative function

Performative function refers to the function of language by which people use language to




“do thiigs” , to perform actions.
phatic communion

Phatic communion refers to the social interaction of language.
phoneme

Phoneme is the basic unit in phonology. It is a unit that is of distinctive value. But it is an
abstract unit. To be exact, a phoneme is not a sound, but a collection of distinctive phonetic
features such as/p/and/b/.
phonetics

phonetics studies speech sounds, including the production of speech, that is how speech
sounds are actually made, transmitted and received, the sound of speech, the description and
classification of speech sounds, words and connected speech, etc.
phonology

Phonology studies the rules governing the structure , distribution and sequencing of specch
sounds and the shape of syllables.
poch-pooh theory

Pooh-pooh theory is about the origin of language. In this theory, language is developed
through our primitive ancestors uttering instinctive sounds of pain, anger and joy in their hard
life.
pragmatics

Pragmatics is the study of meaning in context. It deals with particular utterances in
particular situations and is especially concerned with the various ways in which the many
social contexts of language performance can influence interpretation. In other words,
pragmatics is concerned with the way language is used to communicate rather than with the
way language is structured.
prescriptive study

Prescriptive study is the study of language in which rules are laid down for “ correct”
behaviors.
psycholinguistics

Psycholinguistics investigates the interrelation of language and mind, in processing and
producing utterances and in language acquisition for example.
recreational function

Recreational function refers to the function of language which will bring joy to people for
its own sake.
recursiveness

Recursiveness is a term borrowed from mathematics and used in linguistics for the formal
properties of grammars, which use a finite inventory of elements and a finite group of rules to
produce an infinite number of sentences.
semantics

Semantics is a branch of linguistics which examines how meaning is encoded in a
language. It is not only concerned with meaning of words as lexical items, but also with levels
of language below the word and above it, e.g. meaning of morphemes and sentences.
sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics is the study of the characteristics of language varieties, the characteristics
of their functions, and the characteristics of their speakers as these three constantly interact and
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change within a speech community.
synchronic study

Synchronic study is the study of language by taking a fixed instant (usually, but not
necessarily, present) as its point of observation.
syntax

Syntax is about principles of forming and understanding correct English sentences,
yo-he-ho theory

Yo-he-ho theory is a theory about the origin of language. In this theory language is developed
from some rhythmic grunts that are producéd by primitive people when they work together.

Define the following terms, giving examples for illustration.
. duality

. displacement

informative function

. onomatopoetic word

I O

. recursiveness
6. langue & parole

~J

. competence & performance

o]

. synchronic & diachronic

I1. Indicate whether each of the following statements is true or false. If it is false, state the

reason. .

1. ( ) Linguistics is generally defined as the scientific study of a particular language.

2.( )If a linguistic study describes and analyzes the language people actually use, it is said
to be descriptive.

3.( ) Design features refer to the defining properties of human language that distinguish it
from any system of communication.

4. (  )No animal communication system has duality or even comes near to processing it.

5 ) Animal communication system can be used to refer things which are present or not

present.
) The function of language is to exchange information.
) Language has a form- meaning correspondence.

) Children learn their native language swiftly, efficiently and without instruction.

—~ e~

) Arbitrariness is one of the design features of language, so language is totally arbitrary.

bt B = S o+ Y R

0. ( )Language operates by rules.
1. ( ) For learners of foreign languages, it is the arbitrariness of a language that is more
waorth noticing than its conventionality.
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,;13.

14.
15. (
f6.
17.

( ‘)Language is instrumental , social and conventional.

(f, ) The properties of the words by human beings and calls that animals make are the

Y osame.  AJualaty
(™3 Every person speaks a dialect.
") Language slowly changes.
( ¥ ) Any system of communication is a kind of language.

(' ) The honeybee’ s dance can refer to a source of food, which is remote in time and

space when-he reports it, so we say that the dance has the property of replacement

and is a kind of language.

18. (! jThe fact that we can understand some abstract terms like joy and hatred shows that
~ language has the property of creativity.

19. ( | )Speakers of all languages employ a range of styles and a set of jargons.

20. ( 1) Languages are intimately related to the societies and individuals who use them.

21.( T )Writing is derivative of speech.

22.( )Context is related to the referential function of language.

23.( ) The phatic function of language corresponds to the communication element of
addressee.

24. (- )Phonetics is included in phonology.

25. ( )Word is the basic meaningful element ofa language.

26. ( ) Morphology is about principles of forming and understanding correct sentences.

27.( ) Linguistics is usually defined as the science of language or the scientific stuay of
language. So language is only studied in the field of linguistics.

28. () In the grammar presenting, description is better than prescription, so we should

29.

completely avoid prescription.

( _)A book that concerns the Latin grammar in the 16th century is a study toward

grammar in history, so we say that the book is of diachronic study.

LiE

. Fill in each of the following blanks with approprlate word( s).

1. All languages have three major components:_. .. R ATR

2. Language is - ' in that (.ommunlcatmg, by -;pe-akmg or writing is a purposvful act.
Language is - and " in that language is a social semiotic and communication
capn only take place effectively if all the users share a broad understanding of human
interaction. i ;

4. The features that define our human languages can be called ., which include 4

’ ) . g AR LA :
5.4 is the ::)pposjte side of arbitrariness.

‘7 - -
The fact that in the system of spoken language, we have the primary units as words and

6.
secondary units as sound shows that Ianguage has the property of + ..' . -/

T Language is resourceful because of |t'5 andits ~ 7, which contributes to tho'
of Ianguage.

8., - . » benefits human beings by giving them the power to handle generalization and
abstractions. .

9. In Jakobson’s version, there are six functions of language, namely, 3 Y Gy bl b 1

-""”/_ = and metalingual function.
B
TR
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10. When people use language to express attitudes, feelings and emotions, people are using

11. In functional grammar, language has three metafunctions, namely,

12. Among the three metafunctions, | creates relevance to context.

the function of language.

£ £l

T 4
). <

13. The I.__,__ function of language is primary to change the social status of persons.

14. ltis éenerally agreed that linguistics should include at least five parameters, namely, |+« ;.

P MATT N and |-

15. In (u ¥ phonetics, we study the speech sounds produced by articulatory organs by

identifying and classifying the individual sounds. .

16. In phonetics, we focus on the way in which a listener analyzes or processes a

sound wave.

17.___is the minimal unit of meaning.

18. The study of sounds used in linguistic communication is called

19. The study of hows sounds are put together and used to convey meaning in communication

is called

20. The study of the way in which symbols that represent sounds in linguistic communicate are

arranged to form words has constituted the branch of study called

21. The study of rules which governs the combinatiens-of words to form permissible sentences

constitutes a major branch of linguistic studies that is Pty

IV. Mark the choice that can best complete the statement.

1

2

3.

. The description of a language at some point in time isa _ study.

A. descriptive B. prescriptive (C. synchronic D. diachronic

. According to Chomsky, a speaker can produce and understand an infinitely large number of

sentence because

A. he has come across all of them in his life.

\91 he has internalized a set of rules about his language.
C. he has the innate ability to do it.

x'-l?, He has learned all the rules of his language.

v

Saussure ' s distinction between langue and parole is very similar to Chomsky ' s distinction,

between competence and performance, but Saussure takes a  view of language and

" Chomsky looks at language from a point of view.

A. sociological, psychologica B. psychological, sociological

€. biological, psychological D. psychological, biological

. The fact that there is no intrinsic connection between the word pen and the thing we write

with indicates language is

A. arbitrary B. rule-governed C. combined D. illogical

. We can understand and produce an infinitely large number of sentence including sentences

we never heard before, because language is

A creative B. arbitrary C. understandable D. unique

means language can be used to refer to contexts removed from the immediate

situations of the speaker.
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A. Duality ( B. Displacement C. Productivity D. Arbitrariness
7. examines h\&)w meaning is encoded in a language.
/A< Phonetics B. Syntax { C_; Semantics D. Pragmatics
8.7 is concerned with the internal organization of words.
. #orpholugy B. Syntax C. Semantics D. Phonology
9. refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural relationship to their
meaning.
A. Duality \B. Arbitrariness C. Replacement D. Creativity
10. of language makes it potentially creative, and __ of language makes learning a

language laborious.
A. Conventionality, arbitrariness B. Arbitrariness, replacement
'nl.C.\'Arbitrariness, conventionality D. Conventionality, arbitrariness
11. When people use language to indulge in itself for its own sake, people are using the
function of language.

Al poetic B. creative C. phatic D. metalingual
12. _ proposes a theory of metafunctions of language.
A. Chomsky B. Saussure C. Jacobson DJ Halliday
13« function constructs a model of experience and constructs logical relations.
A. Interpersonal  B., Textual C. Logical D. ldeational
14. Interpersonal function enacts relationship. \J
A social B. experiential C. textual D.?‘ﬁ)ersonal
15. By function people establish and maintain their status in society.
A. experiential B. referential C. metalingual D! Interpersonal

16. The_study of the description and classification of speech sounds, words and connected

speech belongs to the study of

A phonology B, phonetics, - C. morphology D. syntax
17. In _ phonetics, we investigate the properties of the sound waves.
A. articulatory [ B.) acoustic C. auditory D. sound

V. Analyze with your linguistic knowledge.
Look at the following two sentences and use them as examples to support the idea that

—_

language is not all arbitrary,
a. They married and had a baby.
b. They had a baby and married.

8 Examiﬁe. the way the following words are separated. Comment the way of separation in
relation to Bloomfield’ s idea that word is the minimal unit of meaning. (a - typical,
success - ful - ly, organiz - ation, hard - ly, wind - y, word)

3. What is the difference between the following sentences in terms of attitude to grammar?
What kind of linguistic concepts do they represent?

(D Never put an “a” before an uncountable noun.

't

(@ People usually do not put an “a” before an uncountable noun.
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VI. Words in Column A belongs to or have relations with different items in Column B, please
put the correct numbers in Column A at the end of each item in Column B.

1.
A B
Emotive function ( ) 1) contact ( of communication element)
Context ( of communication element) ( ) 2 ) imperatives and vocatives
Conative function ( ) 3 ) metalingual function
Phatic function ( ) 4)intonation showing anger
Message ( of communication function) ( 5 ) referential function
Code (of commurication element) ( )
&
A B
informative furction ( ) 1)We have 15 people here.
interpersonal function ( ) 2 ) Pass me the salt please.
performative function ( ) 3) God! ; Damn it!
emotive function ( ) 4) Dear sir ; Jonny
3.
(A B
Phonology( ) 1) morphology
Phonetics( ) 2) phoneme
Morphology ( ) | 3) entailment
Semantics ) | 4) speech act
Syntax( ) 5) synonymy
Pragmatics( ) 6) word order in a sentence
7) word formation
8) conversational implicature
9) speech organs
10) sound wave
4.
Psycholinguistics ( 1) language acquisition
Saciolinguistics( ) 2} dialect .
Anthropological linguistics ( ) 3) corpus
Computational linguistics ( ) 4) emergence of language
5) language and cognition
6) computer translating
7) biological foundation of language
8) the divergence of languages over
thousands of years
9) gender and language




