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Introduction

T his series of books aims to contribute to the raising of standards of Chinese learners of

English. It seeks to help to improve the teaching and learning of English through ex-
tensive reading activities which will develop different ways of reading and studying. In-
stead of focusing on routine or mechanical exercises, this series includes many varied activ-
ities which have been chosen to relate to the texts. The texts themselves have been written
to be interesting and culturally informing. The series takes a discourse approach to develo-
ping reading skills. It aims to raise cultural awareness and has the special feature of crea-
tive activities. These special features of these books are detailed below.

Features of these books

There are six text books in the series, one for each semester for three years of college level
English. They can readily be used for self-study or they can be used in class.
Key features of these books include:

® Recading a wide variety of texts in different ways

® Taking an active approach to reading, so that you read on the lines, between the
lines, and beyond the lines, or read in the text and read and respond to the ideas
beyond the words of the text

® Expanding vocabulary through carefully identified words which are practised

® Encouraging a discourse view of texts — showing you the patterns of ideas and the
ways in which texts are organised

® Using the language you read in the texts in many ways through interesting activi-
tics; sometimes these are challenging but they are worthwhile to help you to read
better and to use your English better

® Engaging with other cultures through texts and the activities; this can help you to
have a better awareness of your own culture

® Becoming aware of intercultural communication and developing intercultural skills
® Using English creatively to expand your creativity

Topics and texts

The topics and the types of texts in this series are extremely varied. To assist the authors in
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their choice of topics, the editors conducted a survey in 2002 of 12,000 university non-
English major students in China to ask them which topics they would find interesting to
read about in their English courses. This is probably the largest survey of its kind, so far.
The authors have taken the survey results into account by including texts on the most popu-
lar topics and by considering other topics which Chinese students have said are interesting.

Each book has ten or so units on gencral topics of interest and literature, another six
on humanities, and four on science and technology. Within this range of topics you will
notice different types of texts, including: persuasive writing (like speeches or adverts), ar-
gument (which may include personal opinion and commentary), factual reports, and nar-
ratives (including fiction, biography, and life experiences). The texts are rich in informa-
tion and well-written. They include cultural information about Western countries and cus-
toms, sometimes comparing this with customs in China or other countries. We hope you
will find them interesting and thought-provoking.

How to use the book

Each unit has a number of different sections.” These sections are: Before you read , Words
you need , Text, Words to note, Understanding the text . Developing your skills, Extending
your vocabulary, and Expanding your creativity. Some units also include sections with Fur-

ther information or Intercultural notes. These sections are briefly described below with
notes on how to use them.

Before you read

The purpose of this section is to raise the topic of the unit in your mind and to help you en-
gage with it. There is a variety of activities. You may be asked to discuss some key ques-
tions, to respond to some pictures, to make brief notes or complete a chart. Doing this sec-
tion will help you to think about the topic. It will help you to read more easily and more

efficiently because through these activities you can relate the text to what you already
know.

Words you need

This short section identifies one or two key words and explains their meaning so that you
will know these before you read the text. Make sure you understand these words before
reading. Other new words are marked in italics in the text — you can find their meanings
in the Words to note section.

Text
Good readers generally match the way they read with the kind of text they are reading and
with their purpose for reading. In this series, the kinds of texts are very varied so you will

find it useful from time to time to think about how you are reading these different text
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types. Try to read the different texts in different ways according to the kind of informa-
tion that is in it. If you plan how you will read before your reading and think about your
ways of reading afterwards, your reading is likely to improve more quickly. Later sections
in each unit will help you to do this because you must pick out different kinds of informa-
tion and notice different features in the text. They will usually get you to think about literal
meanings (reading on the lines) and implied meanings (reading between the lines). They
will also help you to think further about the general topic or related issues and cultural
questions and sometimes they ask you to extend your understanding of the text through dis-
cussion or making notes (reading beyond the lines). In these ways the series will extend
your reading skills through a wide variety of activities.

Words to note

This section lists those new words which are marked in the texts in italics. We have called
these Words to note rather than simply New words for two reasons. First, these particular
words are not the only ones for readers to focus on. Second, there is a tendency for learn-
ers to treat new words one by one, perhaps learning them in this way. However, you will
extend your vocabulary much faster and more efficiently if you take three steps: notice
these words in context, treat them actively by doing something with the words, and relate
them to words you already know. So, we have called these Words to note. with those
points in mind.

There are several ways of using this section. Some readers may wish to work through
this section before they read the text. This is a traditional habit and it has the disadvantage
that readers tend not to read through the text for an overall understanding before looking
at details, including new words. If you always look at new words first your reading then
may be slower because you may tend to stop reading whenever you meet an unknown word.
You may not get used to looking at new words in their context before using a dictionary,
and this means it will become more difficult to be independent in your reading. Therefore,
we suggest two other ways of using this section.

First, try to read through the text to get a general idea of the meaning, even if you
don’t know all of the words. To encourage this, the Words to note have been placed after
the text. Then you may read through the text a second time, checking the meanings of the
words marked in italics as you meet them in the text. To do this, find the word in the
Words to note section (they are listed in alphabetic order to make this easy). Then match
the word with the appropriate definition from among those listed on the right, checking
the meanings against the word in its context. This will become quicker as you work through
the text because more definitions will have been matched already. The reason why we de-
signed this section as a matching activity is that you will be treating the words more actively
(compared with.reading a simple list of words with their meanings besides them). Alterna-
tively, you can treat this section as a self-contained exercise by trying to match all of the

words with their definitions at once. In any case, you will have more opportunities to learn
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to use these words and remember them because they are reinforced in the later section, Ex-

tending your vocabulary. All the definitions in this section are taken from the Macmillan
English Dictionary.

Understanding the text

This section has a wide variety of activities to help you to really understand the text. Some
activities help you to focus on what the text actually says — reading on the lines, reading in
the text — through true-false or multi-choice questions, or perhaps using open questions or
sentence completion activities. However, this section also has other activities to help you
to see the meaning and structure of the whole text, to understand the global meaning and
implied meanings — reading between and beyond the lines. reading beyond the text. So
these other activities ask you to complete a table or chart, or make specific notes in a box
or on a time line, or to complete a diagram which shows how the text is organized. They
may ask you to solve a problem or to reflect on the deeper meanings and ideas of the text.
Sometimes these activities may be challenging if you are not used to them, but they are
worthwhile — after all, it is through challenge that we learn worthwhile things.

These activities are each carefully designed to match the meaning and structure of the
particular text. So they are varied and creative because the texts are varied and creative.
This will make each unit different from most of the others and this is an important way in
which the series should be interesting — you never know what to expect. In these ways this
section will also help you to improve your study skills because your attention will be drawn
to different ways in which texts are organized. Understanding the text organization is im-

portant for study and it will help you to learn to study through texts in English, no matter
what your major may be.

Developing your skills

This section uses the text and some of the language items in it to develop your general lan-
guage skills. In this section you may sequence some events mentioned in the text, fit a
“missing” paragraph back into the text, identify the “tone” of the text by looking carefully
at the language, or be encouraged to give your own ideas or experience about the topic.
You may also make clear links with study skills and develop your own judgement and think-
ing — for example by putting ideas in order of priority and giving reasons for the order.
Sometimes you may make dialogues or do small role plays to practise the language. In these
activities. and in the creative ones in the Expanding your creativity section, think about the
role of mistakes and taking risks in language learning. If you observe good language learn-
ers they don’t worry too much about making mistakes and taking risks, they try to say what
they have in mind and express what they can. Usually this works, often with the help of .
those they are talking to. So in language learning, be prepared to make mistakes — but
learn from them. Be prepared to take risks — but realize that this will help you to learn
faster.
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Extending your vocabulary

This section takes some of the Words to note and other important vocabulary from the text
and helps you to understand it. use it and learn it. the section may have gap-filling activi-
ties. exercises to match words. phrases or sentences. Some activities help you to organize
the meanings of words in your mind by relating words together in groups such as synonyms
or antonyms. Other activities help you to notice whether words have positive or negative
associations (connotations) in English. These are all important ways of extending your vo-
cabulary. In the final unit of each book in the series there is a giant crossword. This brings
together vocabulary chosen from all the units in the book. This final activity can be used to

help you to revise your learning of the new vocabulary.

Expanding your creativity

There are long-standing comments from Chinese students that they have good knowledge of
grammar or vocabulary but have difficulty actually communicating in English. This is part-
ly a lack of practice so in these books cach unit gives you plenty of practice to use the lan-
guage you read. However, another reason for difficulty in communicating may be because
often students only have the opportunity to use the English they know in expected ways. So
in these books we have designed different creative activities for each unit based on the
main topic or on an aspect of the language of the unit. These creative activities ask you to
use your English in new ways to apply what you have learned in new contexts which go be-
yond the text. They will give you a good opportunity to draw on the language you know in
active ways. Sometimes this may seem difficult. However. these creative activities are
worthwhile precisely because they are different from routine or expected exercises. Try
them and you will find yourself using your English in imaginative ways to express meanings
and interact with others.

Further information
In some units we have included a special section for Further information. This scction gives
additional background information on the topic of the unit or draws attention to some fur-
ther features of language or language learning. This section therefore provides additional
material for reading.

Intercultural notes
Some other units have a special section of Intercultural notes. These are designed to raise
your awareness of intercultural communication by pointing to particular features of cultural
contrast or intercultural skills related to the unit topic. Again, this section gives additional
material for reading and these sections can be read independently of the unit, for example
as a way to revise the topic.

In this section, and in many activities in other sections on many units. you will have

the chance to learn something about other cultures and perhaps compare them with Chinese
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culture. This should help you in at least two ways. First. it will prepare you for your future
after you graduate, because awareness of other cultures is becoming increasingly important
in many professions. for business and a wide range of occupations. Second. by learning
and thinking about other cultures we become more explicitly aware of our own, so this as-
pect of the book will help you to reflect on Chinese culture. too. and may thus help you to
know yourself, your own identity and your country better.

The authors

We are fortunate to have a highly experienced team of authors to write these books. They
are all well-qualified language teaching experts who have been teaching Chinese learners
for many years. Not only have all the authors written other widely-used books. but they
arc also experienced researchers in the ficld of language teaching. Although individual
books have individual authors. identified on the book cover, they have worked as a team

with the editors, sharing ideas creatively. The team of authors and editors are:

Mr Ian Smallwood. Senior English Language Instructor, Hong Kong University of Sci-
ence and Technology, Hong Kong;

Ms Susan Martin, a Hong-based author of a number of successful ELT texts for China;

Mr Li, Po Lung. English Language Instructor. Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology, Hong Kong;

Dr Chris Green. Assistant Professor of Language. Hong Kong Polytechnic University.,
Hong Kong;

Dr Lixian Jin, Principal Lecturer in Linguistics, De Montfort University. UK.

Professor Martin Cortazzi, Professor of Language in Education. Brunel University.,
UK.

To sum up. this series of books has a focus on the creative reading, learning and using
of English;

Cultural awareness and intercultural knowledge and skills.
Responding and reacting to interesting texts,

Enhancing learning through challenging activities,

Active use of language to develop further skills.

Thinking and reflecting about topics, beyond the text.
Interactive practice through discussion activities,

Variety of topics. text types. and activitics,

Extending vocabulary,

Which should

Expand your creativity.
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The authors and editors hope that you enjoy using these books — we have enjoyed

writing them.

Martin Cortazzi
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