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Congress Should Reform No Child ¢

Left Behind This Year
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Remarks of President Barack Obama—As Prepared for Delivery

Weekly Address © Washington, DC O May 21, 2011
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WASHINGTON—In his weekly address,
President Obama praised the progress that
schools like Booker T. Washington High
School in Memphis have made, and he called
on Congress to fix No Child Left Behind this
year. To strengthen education in the United
States, American need to encourage reforms
not driven by Washington, but by principals
and parents so schools can determine what
is best for their kids. And that is why it is so
important that Congress replace No Child
Left Behind this year, so that schools have
that flexibility. Reform just cannot wait.
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L\ldAddress Transcript

his week, I went to Memphis, Tennessee,

where I spoke to the graduating class
of Booker T. Washington High School.
Graduations are always happy occasions’. But
this commencement® was especially hopeful —
because of just how much the kids at Booker T.
Washington High School had overcome.

This is a school in the middle of a tough?®
neighborhood in South Memphis. There’s a lot
of crime. There’s a lot of poverty. And just a few
years ago, only about half of the students at the
school graduated. Just a handful went off to
college each year.

But folks came together fo change all that. Under
the leadership of* a dynamic principal and
devoted teachers, they started special academies
for ninth graders—because they found that
that's when a lot of kids were lost. They made

it possible for students to take AP classes’ or

R 3L
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1. occasion [e'keizen] n. 34, Kt 4. This is a diplomatic occasion. X & —AMMX3%p4, B
& : on occasion A B, %=: He visits the city on occasion. 1% A i 9] i A 3 W ,

2. commencement [ke'mensment] n. 3§23l 4=. At commencement, academic degrees are officially
given. EERJAL L, EXMEFEIER, HEAMAKLFAL: 4, do: at the commencement of
21st century £21#&4,

3. tough [tafladj. BaE#y; ¥ v L% 4. Life is tough. £ERRE 4, {12i5: tough it out B3|
., %=: |firmly believe that we can tough it out in the end. FRF A MK L LKE X9,

4. under the leadership of £ X A#48FTF 4. Under the leadership of our monitor, we all
passed the exam. £ K F4A T, HMNApBid 7&K,

5. AP 4#kAdvanced Placement, ¥ X Z# A X FHBRE, APRERAA X T1955F, LA X
#8 ¥4 (College Board) £ 4, £&HTHEFEGAAXRFAFGREE, RAF22MNE, ITAF
Ho ZBAEFRGANETRHTFARTEBRAFRE, TR LBLXAXFHFELRELL K, AP
RERERTAN S PLRIB LR FF S, BEXFATAL, HEXFRAWAGA G, AN
APH X T A A Pk R FH—ANEZHA, .



vocational courses®,
Most importantly, they
didn’t just change the
curriculum; they created
a culture that prizes hard
work and discipline, and
that shows every student that they matter.

Today, four out five students at the school earn
a diploma. 70 percent continue their education,
many the first in their families to go to college. So
Booker T. Washington High School is no longer a
story about what’s gone wrong in education. It’s
a story about how we can set it right.

We need to encourage this kind of change
all across America. We need to reward the
reforms that are driven not by Washington,
but by principals and teachers and parents.
That’s how we'll make progress in education—
not from the top down’, but from the bottom
up. And that’s the guiding principle of the Race
to the Top® competition my administration
started two years ago.

The idea is simple: if states show that they're
serious about reform, we’ll show them the money.
And it’s already making a difference’ throughout

Congress Should Reform
No Child Left Behind This Year
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6. vocational courses BRILiRFE, FX AR LFEFI — LA RKRLEARE, L4 TEREFTY
FARAEFRLE, eFREEFARIEEFTRLESE—R, REFEGIARDH,

7. from the top down & E#@ F +4=: The revolution should be launched from the top down. &
¥(p%atmT, AAxtEe4i5 % from the bottomup & T L,

8. Racetothe Top RELELHART 4% “E@fid” FLIEF, FARML LA IHTLEFTFH
ARETRMNATREEREFEAANETFORFRRARFTEZFHRLEEMNSG, HAR T
4 %4 %+ (Booker T. Washington High School ) 220114 % “i& @& fivd” FLIEFGHRE,

9. make a difference A #v; &4 A +=: | really hope the method can make a difference.
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