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Preface

Porcelains have an important place in Chinese art, and their line of development extends far
back into history. New heights were reached in the Sung dynasty, when the Chinese were producing
Ju ware, official £uan ware and #ing ware. The succeeding Yiian and Ming dynasties perfected blue
and white porcelain, fon-#5'ai (contrasting colors) and wau-#5'ai (five colors). Each one of these styles
found their ways into the favor, and collections, of the emperors of each successive period. During
the most flourishing period of the Ch’ing dynasty, the reigns of the K’ang-hsi, Yung-cheng and
Ch’ien-lung emperors, China was renowned throughout the world for its porcelains, and a
succession of innovations in ceramics appeared. Amazing results were achieved when a supervisor
was appointed for the imperial kilns. One of these innovations was the Ch’ien-lung yang-ts'ai
porcelains, a synthesis of the achievements of the artisans in the Ch’ing court workshops and the
imperial kilns in Ching-te-chen. For these, Western painting techniques and fz-lang-ts'ai enamel
glazes were combined to create works that have come to be seen as representative of Ch’ing court
ceramics.

The National Palace Museum has over 100 Ch’ien-lung yang-#s’ai ceramics in its collection, the
majority of which were made between 1741 and 1744, the 6th and 9th years of the reign. This was
a period in which the emperor was still at the very beginning of his reign, a period in which he was
at his most inspired and full of confidence, and this is very much apparent in the porcelains dating
to this time. Under T’ang Ying (1682-1756), the supervisor of the imperial kilns at Ching-te-chen
in kiangsi province, imperial wares were produced in the spring and autumn of every year. T’ang
Ying worked tirelessly to cater to the aesthetic taste and demands of the emperor, coming up with
innovative ideas and techniques. These innovations included the openwork revolving vases whose
intricacy and complexity earned them the accolade of being “the work of the gods.” T’ang Ying
also employed incising methods to develop the “pattern of flower brocade” technique, which
showed the yang-#s'ai enamel colors at their best. The yang-ts'ai porcelains in the Museum’s collection
have the personal stamp of the Ch’ien-lung emperor all over them, featuring poems he had himself
composed, accompanied with imperial seals. The emperor was responsible for coming up with the
term “yang-#s'az,” and had rosewood stands and decorative boxes made especially for the porcelains.
He also ensured that they were recorded in the archives, appraised them himself and had them
classified as “Ch’ien-ch’ing-kung Palace porcelains of the first order.” Finally, he had them placed
in the Tuan-ning-tien Hall. It is quite apparent, then, that these yang-#s'ai porcelains enjoyed the
favor and admiration of the Ch’ien-lung emperor. One could surmise that the emperor saw the
innovative techniques and aesthetic qualities of the yang-#s'ai porcelains as representative of his
reign when it was at its height. The term “yang-ts'ai ” actually hints at the link with the West from
where the painting techniques were borrowed: the Chinese word “‘yang” means ocean, and was
used as an allusion to things from overseas.

The Stunning Decorative Porcelains from the Ch'ien-lung Reign exhibition is divided into four sections,
“Two by Two”; “Yang-#s'ai Porcelains- an Overview”; “Yang-ts'ai Porcelains in the Archives”; and
“The Technique Behind the Pattern of Flower Brocade.” It is an exhibition intended to be both
enjoyable and educational: for the general public it is an opportunity to see over 100 yang-ts'ai and
more than 30 fa-lang-ts’ai porcelains from the height of the Ch’ien-lung reign, and to be amazed by
their beauty and ingenuity. For academics it offers a chance to differentiate between the two types.
In her article “On yang-ts'ai porcelains of the Ch’ien-lung Reign” in the catalog, Liao Pao Show
discusses the special features of the yang-ts'ai porcelains from the Ch’ien-ch’ien-kung Palace. She
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explores the incomparable achievements of the Ch’ien-lung emperor and the supervisor of his
imperial kilns, T’ang Ying, Liao has also conducted comprehensive comparative research on each
of the yang-ts'ai and painted fa-lang-ts'ai porcelains that were given the /eh mark, comparing the
actual examples with the records found in the “Office of Imperial Manufacture Archives”, the
“Court Inventories of Fa-/ang Enamels, Glass, I-hsing Pottery and Porcelains”, the “NPM
Inventories Report” and T'ang Ying’s imperial memoranda. She has reinstated the original name
of yang-ts'ai and clarified what determines whether a porcelain is yang-ts'ai or painted fa-lang-ts'ai in
terms of where it was made, how it was used and the decoration, poetry, seals and reign mark used
on them. In so doing Liao has cleared up the confusion created by the adoption of the term “fen-
ts'ai” at the end of the Ch’ing dynasty and beginning of the Republican period.

The Ch’ien-lung emperor himself oversaw the creation of these yang-ts'ai porcelains. Originally
kept in the Tuan-ning-tien Hall of the Ch’ien-ch’ing-kung Palace, they are now in the collection of
the National Palace Museum. They are unequalled among painted porcelains in terms of their
beauty, intricacy and elegance, and promise to be a huge attraction among lovers of Chinese art
from all over the world. This exhibition is the crystallization of many years’ research into ceramics

by curator Liao Pao Show.
/( W"J/Sl» n Chon

Kung-shin Chou
Director, National Palace Museum
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