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Section 1 Who is James Bond ?

R ATHRT - 87

James Bond, code name 007, is a fictional'
character created in 1953 by writer lan Fleming, who
featured him in twelve novels and two short story
collections. There have been six other authors who wrote
authorised Bond novels or novelizations® after Fleming’s
death in 1964: Kingsley Amis, Christopher Wood, John
Gardner, Raymond Benson, Sebastian Faulks and Jeffery
Deaver; a new novel, written by William Boyd, is planned
for release in 2013. Additionally, Charlie Higson wrote
a series on a young James Bond and Kate Westbrook
wrote three novels based on the diaries of a recurring
series character, Moneypenny.

James Bond was born in the early 1920s to Andrew
Bond of Scotland and Monique Band, from Switzerland.
When he was six days old, James® name was put on
Eton’s general admissions list by his father. Bond received
a conditional place at Eton in the early 1930s, just before
his parents died in a climbing accident in France.

After the death of his parents, Bond was placed
under the guardianship of his aunt Charmain and lived
with her in Kent. James later passed the Common

9\'/ (Q
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Entrance Exam for Eton College and entered the
school. In his first holidays from Eton, Bond visited

Austria and Switzerland, where he learnt how to ski. _

After two halves at the school, James Bond ’
was removed from Eton due to an alleged incident
with one of the Boys’ Maids, and his aunt Charmain
transferred James to Fettes College, his father’s .
old school.

At age 15, Bond became an avid golfer, a
hobby he shares with his creator, lan Fleming. From
this point on, Bond was often to be found playing
golf at the Royal St Marks Golf Course, as well as
spending more time in Austria and Switzerland.
When Bond was 17, an old friend of his father’s sent
a letter of introduction for James to the Admiralty,
where Bond began work shortly before the outbreak
of the Second World War. It was during this time that

James learned his card-sharping skills and began ‘[
his work with foreign agencies.

Soon after the start of WWII Bond began his
career in the secret service, enrolling in the newly
created Special Operations Executive, which was later
to become Special Operations ( SO ). Bond worked
abroad for several years before being reassigned to
London in 1949. Shortly after this reassignment Bond
became a “Double-0" agent, holding the agent
number 007, and was soon sent on the first mission
lan Fleming shares with us; the thrilling game of skill

and subterfuge at the Casino Royale.
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Section 2 The creator of James
Bond: Ian Fleming

AW - FRENALES: R - B

lan Lancaster Fleming was born in Green
Street in London on 28th May 1908, the second of
four brothers. He was educated at Eton College
and then abroad in Germany and Austria.

After an early career at Reuters news agency,
he became a stockbroker. Fleming was recruited
in May 1939 by Rear Admiral John Godfrey,
Director of Naval Intelligence' of the Royal Navy,
to become his personal assistant. He joined the
organisation full time in August 1939, with the
codename “17F” , and worked out of Room 39 at
The Admiralty. As part of his appointment, Fleming

was commissioned into the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve in July 1939, initially as lieutenant, but
promoted to commander by September 1939.
Fleming proved to be an excellent PA for
Godfrey, with a talent for administration. A prickly
character who made a number of enemies within
government circles, Godfrey used Fleming as
a liaison with other sections of the government
wartime administration, such as the Secret

7 oy,
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Intelligence Service, the Political Warfare Executive,
the Special Operations Executive (SOE ) , the Joint
Intelligence Committee and the Prime Minister’s staff.

Soon after the start of the war, Godfrey published a
memorandum’' on 29 September 1939 which was largely
written by Fleming. It was called the Trout Memo and
compared the deception of an enemy in wartime to fly
fishing. The memo contained a number of schemes to be
considered for use against the Axis powers to lure U-boats
and German surface ships towards minefields. Number
28 on the list was an idea to plant misleading papers on a
corpse that would be found by the enemy; this suggestion
formed the basis of Operation Mincemeat in1243.

In 1940, Fleming and Godfrey contacted Kenneth
Mason, Professor of Geography at Oxford University,
about the preparation of reports on the geography of
countries involved in military operations. These reports
were the precursors of the Naval Intelligence Division
Geographical Handbook Series produced between 1941
and 1946.

Fleming also worked with Colonel “Wild Bill” Donovan,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s special representative
on intelligence co-operation between London and
Washington. In May 1941 Fileming accompanied Godfrey
to the United States, where he assisted in writing a
blueprint for the Office of the Coordinator of Information,
the department which turned into the Office of Strategic
Services and eventually became the CIA.

In 1941-42 Admiral Godfrey put Fleming in charge

oV
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of Operation Golden Eye, a plan to maintain an
intelligence framework in Spain in the event of a
German takeover of the territory. Fleming’s plan
involved maintaining communication with Gibraltar

and launching sabotage operations against the ‘
Nazis. In 1941, Fleming liaised with Donovan over
American involvement in a measure intended to
ensure that the Germans did not dominate the
seaways. It was his experience in this job that was
to provide many of the characters and incidents
that he was to write about later in the Bond books.
In 1942, inspired by German intelligence
commandos, Fleming began to shape the 30
Assault Unit (30AU ) , a detachment of intelligence
personnel whose work was to accompany troops

on raids with the purpose of obtaining intelligence,
such as cyphers, and weapons. The unit grew from
a strength of about 60 in 1942 to nearer 450 by the
end of the war.

Following the war he became foreign manager,
in charge of foreign correspondents. But his
creative imagination remained under wraps until
1952, when, at the age of 43, he settled down in
his house in Jamaica, and produced-in not much
more than two months-Casino Royale, the first
adventure of James Bond. He published a further
thirteen James Bond titles and lived to witness their

enormous success, and having seen his character
played by Sean Connery in the first two films, Dr.
No and From Russia with Love.

He married Anne Rothermere in 1952 and in

/ Mgm% =

August that year his only son, Caspar, was born.
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While convalescing from his first heart attack in 1962, he
wrote a short story about a flying car for Caspar-Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang. lan Fleming died, aged 56, on 12th
August 1964 at Kent.

It is unquestionably true that so much of what
lan saw and learnt in his role at the found its way into
James Bond adventures. Admiral Godfrey is generally
considered to be the inspiration for M.
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