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Eye-Mind-Hand Coordination
Studio

The theme of this three-month "Sky Scholar Workshop"
this year is integration. While during its final production
phase in June, some artworks of "The Crowd" and
structures were shown on the lawn in front of the School
of Architecture & Fine Art (DLUT). A friend told me,
"The artworks stand quietly there and suddenly becomes
vibrant dancing with the sunshine. This ever-changing
image has deeply impressed me and I hope to know more

about it."

As an international teaching program of the school, the
"Sky Scholar Workshop" has been carried for two periods
since last spring. The basic principle of this workshop is
to generate more new ideas and try new things; thus, we
concentrate on the interactions and experiences in the
design education. More precisely, we place more emphasis
on the "Eye-Mind-Hand Coordination" design, "see
with heart" (observe and discover), self-consistent design

(research design) and “do it by hand”.

There are always some students ask me that how to chase
the design inspiration, how to translate the concepts into
design language and how to deepen the practical design.
From my own perspective, these questions are about the
basic skills and competences of a designer, to which I think
that the current education system lacks corresponding
procedures to cultivate among students; hence, many of
them consider the blank-concept situation is caused by

their lack of intelligence and artistic talent.

Yet, the lack of "see with heart" is not only limited in
education. Even working in the frontline, designers
sometimes do neglect the observations of the design
objects- people and city due to the short design period.
Moreover, in a fast- pacing and utilitarian age, many
people believe that the beautiful design results can be
produced through collage and copy of other works rather
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than the carefully prophase observation, which also is

greatly influenced by the proliferation of information and

network.

Therefore, we have promoted the "Urban Exploration”
activity to practice the young designers' insight in practice.
Especially in the workshop of this year, more attentions
are attached to the urban investigation and observation,
through which teachers and students will get to know the
analysis approaches, synthesize and put forward new ideas

and then form the spatial design.

Since the group work is also important to the creativity,
the workshop also adopts the group cooperation after the
individual concept design. Twenty-two students majored
in Architecture, Urban Planning, Landscape Design and
Industrial Design, were divided into four groups to work
on a new design in the given site. Then, based on these
four plans, the "Gray Space" was then pointed as the final
design theme of the "Integration”.

The highlight of this workshop is the making and
constructing. As Miss Joanne Jakovich (Sydney
Technology University) asserted that the formation of a
good prototyping needs the designer communicates with
the material, which is a constructive adjustment process to
the original design as well. In other words, for one thing,
this "hard" feeling is the real sense of "designing"; for
another, it will give you more confidence in the creation
of charming design work. Overall, I hope the best results
of this workshop can be seen after the announcement

meeting on 2nd July.

Wirote in the Chennan building
Aug. 24", 2011
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