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/ (1)

Evening, Monday, July 6

You are suffering, my dearest creature—only now have I learned that letters must be
posted very early in the morning. Mondays, Thursdays—the only days on which the mail
coach goes from here to K. You are suffering—Ah! Wherever 1 am there you are also. I
shall arrange affairs between us so that I shall live and live with you, what a life!!! Thus!!!!
Thus without you—pursued by the goodness of mankind hither and thither—which I as
little try to deserve as I deserve it.

Humility of man toward man—it pains me—and when I consider myself in connec-
tion with the universe, what am I and what is he whom we call the greatest—and yet—
herein lies the divine in man. I weep when I reflect that you will probably not receive
the first intelligence from me until Saturday—much as you love me, I love you more—
but do not ever conceal your thoughts from me—good night—as I am taking the baths I
must go to bed. Oh, God! So, near so far! Is our love not truly a “celestial edifice—firm
as Heaven’s vault.

(2)

Good morning, on July 7
Though still in bed my thoughts go out to you, my Immortal Beloved, now and then
joyfully, then sadly, waiting to-learn whether or not fate will hear us. I can live only
wholly you or not at all-yes, I am resolved to wander so I am really at home, send my
soul enwrapped in you into the land of spirits. Yes, unhappily it must be so—you will be
the more resolved since you know my fidelity—to you, no one can ever again possess my
heart—none—never—Oh, God! Why is it necessary to part from one whom one so loves
and yet my life in W. (Vienna) is now a wretched life—Your love makes me at once the
happiest and the unhappiest of men—at my age, I need a steady, quiet life—can that be
under our conditions? My angel, I have just been told that the mail coach goes every
day—and I must close at once so that you may receive the L. At once. Be calm, only by
a calm consideration of calm, only by a calm consideration of our existence can we
achieve our purpose together—be calm— love me— today—yesterday—well-Oh continue
to love me—never misjudge the most faithful heart of your *beloved L.
Ever thine
Ever mine

Ever for each other
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You shall now receive(my dear wife )my last words "in these my last lines. My love I
send you that you may keep it when I am dead, and my counsel that you shall remember
it when I am ? no more. I would not by my will present you with sorrows (dear Besse).
Let them go to the grave with me and be buried in the dust. And seeing that it is not
God’s will that I should see you any more in this life, bear it patiently, and with a heart
like themselves.

First, I send you all the thanks which my heart can conceive, or my words can
reherse for your many travails, and care taken for me, which though they have not taken
effect as you wished, yet my debt to you is not the less: but pay it I never shall in this
world.

Secondly, I beseech you for the love you bear me living, do not hide yourself many
days, but by your travails seek to help your miserable for tunes and the right of your
poor child. The mourning cannot avail me, I am but dust.

Thirdly, you shall understand, that my land was conveyed # bona fide to my child:
?the writings were drawn at midsummer was twelve months, my honest cousin Brett
can testify so much, and Dolberry too, can remember somewhat therein. And I trust
my blood will quench their malice that have cruelly murdered me; and that they will
not seek also to kill thee and thine with extreme poverty.
9To what friend to direct thee I know not, for all mine have left me in the true time of
trial. And I perceive that my death was determined from the first day. Most sorry I am
God knows that being thus surprised with death I can leave you in no better estate.
God is my witness I meant you all my office of wines or all that I could have purchased
by selling it, half of my stuff, and all my jewels, but some one for the boy, but God has
prevented all my resolutions. That great God that rules all in all, but if you live free from
want, care for no more, for the rest is but vanity. Love God, and begin betimes to
repose yourself upon him, and therein shall you find true and lasting riches, and endless
comfort: for the rest when you have travailed and wearied your thoughts over all sorts
of worldly cogitations, you shall but sit down by sorrow in the end.

Teach your son also to love and fear God whilst he is yet young, that the fear of God
may grow with him, and then God will be a husband to you, and a father to him; a
husband and a father which cannot be taken from you.

Baily owes me 200 pounds, and Adrian Gilbert 600. In Jersey I also have much
owing me besides. The arrearages of the wines will pay my debts. And howsoever you
do, for my soul’s sake , pay all poor men. When I am gone, no doubt you shall be sought
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