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Prologue

In these years, I've walked two thousand miles around every province, city and region in China, except
Taiwan to visit the major ancient origins of New Year Pictures in China. With the journey not less than the
Long March, I firstly walked out a way for New Year Pictures in China. For the hobbyist of free travelling, this
is a new cultural tour.

The achievement of the New Year Pictures tour is this set of “Chinese Endangered New Year Pictures
Pursuit”, which truly records my journey of looking for New Year Pictures at poor fields and remote
mountains, visiting folk New Year Pictures artists, and investigating the current conditions of endangered New
Year Pictures in the form of reportage.

In my New Year Pictures tour, what makes me sad is that no folk wood New Year Pictures artist can
be found in many origins, which were prosperous in Ming and Qing period and the period of the Republic
of China, such as Hongchuankou, Jiajiang, Yangzhou, Tengzhou, Liuzhou, Huangpi, Beijing, Wuxi, Cixian,
Zhangshu, etc.

The existing New Year Pictures origins have only above ten regions, in which, most regions have only one
or two old artist printing New Year Pictures, such as Nantong, Fengxiang, Liaocheng, ete. If these old artists
pass away, New Year Pictures making would cease. Even for the present well advertised Mianzhu New Year
Pictures, Wuqgiang New Year Pictures, Kaifeng New Year Pictures, Zhuxian Town New Year Pictures, Pingdu
New Year Pictures, there are onl)‘ two or three artists. New Year Pictures are facinéy extinction.

Under the shock of modern and commercial tide, the folk wood New Year Pictures become an
endangered art. In these ten years when the writer starts to look for folk New Year Pictures, at the first visit, [
could see New Year Pictures and artists in many origins, while at the second visit, I could not even find them,
and there has not yet been the saying of intangible cultural heritage. At present, the folk wood New Year
Pictures have become the intangible cultural heritage, the project of rescuing folk New Year Pictures has been
initiated at main origins, caring about and inheriting folk New Year Pictures are to promote traditional culture,
which has become the common sense.

Haughty people do not like folk New Year Pictures, and they would say that they are craftsmanship and
vulgar. Is it really vulgar and simple? In folk New Year Pictures, significant moral representations are visible
everywhere, and each picture contains (leep traditional information and cultural implication. Signiﬁcant form,
symbolization, metaphor and harmonic implication are core elements in western modern drawings, we try
to grasp them but failed, and when we return to Chinese folk New Year Pictures, we find that these western
modern elements have been existing in the nearest New Year Pictures for long time, and it is a pity that we
could not see!

Each character in New Year Pictures has its source and story, each object has implication and statement,
even the finest pattern on clothes, could it be such a hugest metaphor or symbolization? Western people feel
that they are miraculous and mysterious, and why do we give up our own broad miracles, but pursue other’s
superficial mystery?

Just same as in the lowest-level and most primitive paper horse collection, people often cry out that “I
find Picasso”, and “I find Van Gogh again”, in this most mature Chinese folk art form of New Year Pictures,
we can tind master’s perfectness and inspiration source. Because it is just originated from earth! No master
can leave from earth! Modern people return to nature, which is just to return to earth. The simplest is the
most abundant; the most vulgar may be the most classic; at the same circle, endpoint is the start point.

Then, let us walk along the round track, follow the wisdom essence of Chinese classical philosophy, end
our ineffective labor, return to the start point, and carry the travelling bag to look for the lost folk New Year
Pictures everywhere in China!

Shen Hong

Note: All the New Year Pictures in this book are the original works collected by the author, all the
photographs are taken by the author, and the New Year Pictures without origin marking are from Nantong.
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