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ZhaoXiGang's modern et sslin Lnle L
paper CUttlng artS works. He makes a profound study of the modern design
Sun Deshan, arts and Chinese traditional folk arts, forming his particular
Professor of QingHua University, comprehension on them. By making a wide study of the
famous design artist ; traditional arts and the art design concepts deriving from

it, his practice, assimilating the ideas of modern visual arts,
earns him fruitful achievement.

This book with animal as its theme presents various topics
as Happy, Tranquil, Active, etc, in which the natural form
of the animal are transformed into modern decorative
figure embodying the wishes of human being: harmonious,
cheerful, far-sighted and so on.

Mr. Zhao Xigang’s works are characterized by simple
design and rigid regularity. The careful arrangement of the
black and white space, the handling of the size and the
action of the figure contribute to the vivid representation
of the animal’s air, which show us the creator’s unique
understanding of the nature.
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In central area of Cnina, there Is a cradie of typical Chinese
culture and art. Here, a great number of the perennial
Chinese are raised and authentic Chinese civilization is
bred. Welfang has a long history and a comprehensive
humanism and culture. Yan Ying, the politician in the
Spring and Autumn Period, Jia Sixie, the agriculturalist in
the Northern Wel Dynasty, and Liu Yong, the poliician in
Qing Dynasty were all from Weifang. Cultural celebrities
such as, Fan Zhongyan, Su Dongpo, Li Qingzhao and
Znheng Bangiao etc. had ever been the praetor in Weifang.
Their stories are popular among the public for thousands
of years. This spectacular place is called Weifang, one of
the cities in Shandong province. Although | was born and
rought up in Qingdao, another city in Shandong province
with preferable living condition, Weifang is always on my
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mind in my life. #

Located in the middle of Shandong Peninsula, Weifang
was inhabited near the Mine river as early as six thousand
years ago. Since the Xia dynasty, many Chinese dynasties
established their kingdom or constructing cities here,
Thus Weifang Prefecture was abolished and replaced
by Weifang City (prefecture level). In Weifang, Yangjiabu
wood - block New Year pictures is one of the
three most famous folk New Year pictures

in China. Weifang is one of the birthplaces

of kite in China, and in Song dynasty kite-flying was
already welcomed among the folks. In 1988, Weifang
was awarded "the Kite Capital of the World" by the World

Association of Kite. Welfang's arts and crafts have a long
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BRI
history and a great number of varieties, such as: kite, jewelry, bronze ware, wood-block New Year pictures, embroidery,

sculpture art and so on, all of whom catch the eye from the all around the world.

My ancestors ran a workshop and were engaged in canvas dyeing business generation by generation. Grandpa was in
charge of printing canvas, and my grandma made liquor. It was said grandma would scoop a bowl of liquor to drink when
she was thirsty. At that time, the family led a prosperous life and had a good reputation, which car.1 be seen form the
existing old mansion. It's the unique regional culture and grandparents' craftsmanship that gave us offspring an opportunity
to inherit their techniques. Father and Uncle possessed the gift on various arts. Uncle was active, who always sang, or
played instruments in funeral or wedding ceremonies, to bring the blessing to the family concemed. Dad is an introvert,
and he had talent in the Chinese handwriting and caligraphy. Father's passion for drawing and writing had an immediate

influence on me.

My childhood witnessed the disaster of the Cultural Revolution, during which my mother caught an incurable disease.
Thus we were confronted with the tightest economic circumstance. | was the youngest in my family and in order to survive

the catastrophe, | was sent to my hometown — Changyi, a éumy in Weifang. Then | lived together with my grandparents,
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aunts, uncle and many relatives in the countryside.

Children might have a nature to bully or cheat non-

natives, | was isolated by local children. Nevertheless, my
heart was full of sunshine which is due to the
unique local culture -- folk drama and folk
paintings with the art style of simplicity penetrating into my
young heart. From then on, | felt the cultural charm from
the bottorm of my heart. Especialy, the blue sky, the calm
melodious bay and brook, the lush crops and abundant
fruit orchards, the singing free birds, the hard-working cow,
the fat pigs, and the stout goose as family doorkeeper,
etc., these fresh and vivid Iives and cultural scenes gave
me a deep memory and strong visual impact, All these lay
a foundation for my future professional leaming and interest
cultivating. It often occurs to me that, with the passing of &
time and aging, all of them wil affect me all around deeplyi%
and in a potential way. Since then, | began my art life,
Without art paper and brush, my "works" were shown on

the walls, the coat cabinet, and the door and so on.

When | was in primary school, father noticed what | was
interested in, and began to create favorable conditions
for my professional learning. He found several famous
teachers to give me formal instruction. During that period
of time, it was teacher TaoTianen and Wangduzheng who
offered me invaluable advice on my professional study.
Especially their Art temperament and interest added my
passion of art study in the future. | recaled whenever | paid
avisit to Mr. Tao in Lunar New Year, there were aways one

or two delicate and exquisite handicrafts being displayed



