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FOREWORD
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By means of an “urgent phone call”, | received a most special
invitation: to write the foreword to Garden Landscapes, a collection
of garden projects by Marcelo Novaes.

| felt pleasantly astonished, and also compelled to tfake on such a
delightful task, which has truly honored me.

It is gratifying to write about an arfist and his amazing capacity to
make a bunch of plants intfo a work of art. This has been the story of
Marcelo's life: harmonizing his competence as an architect and his
sensitivity in producing landscapes.

| first met Marcelo when | was in charge of developing the real estate
project “Fazenda da Grama", in the area of Campinas.

Among the work of other interviewees, his really caught my
attention. Empathy is self-explanatory, and it was through empathy
that our understanding was solidified... to turn out as it did — a huge
landscaping success.

From what readers will find in this book, they will see that everything
in the contents of his work bears the mark of significant beauty
and a unique touch in the idealization of planning. Well-defined
architectural lines, harmonious coloring, a spatial view within
symmetric standards, and still without excessive rigor. In short, art in its
purest sense.

The book will take readers on an unforgettable stroll along the
greenest paths. Their eyes and hearts will be eternally grateful for all
they will see here and they will find that, with his work, Marcelo can
transform his God-given talent infto messages of dazzling beauty and
thus extol what is most beautiful in the world — its Nature.

Aluizio Rebello de Araujo,
businessman and garden aficionado
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THE MAKING OF A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
by Roberto Arcu'Jjo
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marcelonovaes
e arquitetura paisagistica
www.marcelonovaes.com
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They are more than gardens. Each one of them is a lesson in
landscaping. They are exuberant, enormous, tropical, and colorful.
They could not be any other way. A man who recreates Nature so
well cannot be discreet. Nearly 2 meters tall (exactly 1.96 meters),
he speaks decisively and is comfortable when giving orders. Not by
chance, he is an extraordinarily sharp-eyed archer. His arrows hardly
ever miss the bull's eye.

He never misses the target with his projects, either. Anyone who looks
at one of his gardens is immediately enchanted by it. Those who
have the privilege to hire his talent know exactly what they will get: a
garden that will always be surprising and charming.

Marcelo was born surrounded by Nature. The landscape of his
childhood in Campinas, in the interior of the state of SGo Paulo, was
one of long, sunny days, few clouds and plenty of wind. Edgard
Novaes, his father, made a living out of an orchid nursery and
loved birds. From early on, Marcelo became familiar to his father’s
long silences while tending to the orchids, and to the noises of the
macaws, toucans, peacocks and all sorts of exotic birds that are so
characteristic of tropical areas.

Marcelo Novaes felt a need to impart that Brazilian gardens must be
tropical,and he wanted to show the solutions he had come up with
over decades of work. As his networking expanded, he started to be
hired for large projects such as condominiums, shopping malls, stores,
horse farms... Articles in magazines were a natural consequence of
that expansion.

In 2002, he participated in Casa Cor, in SGo Paulo, for the first fime.
He did Praca da Capela, a project that led to countless arficles.
He went back to Casa Cor SGo Paulo in 2003, with the theme The
Landscape Architect's Studio and Orchid Nursery; in 2006, with The
Observatory's Garden; and to Casa Hotel 2008.

Each of his gardens is a lesson in landscape design. Huge, tropical,
lush; they are places to be experienced more than to be seen. The
work of an archer, not the least bit discreet, but showing superb aim.
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WORKS OF ART AMID NATURE
KERTHZ RS

This modern garden was intended to lend allure to a very special
place. This is where the house owner keeps his collections of vintage
cars and artwork. The garden was designed using sculptural plants
that blend into the architecture.

A sizable, rectilinear reflecting pool embellishes the entranceof the
display room and involves the strategically placed cast bronze
sculpture of a charmingly plump lady, by artist Eliana Kertész. Several
fountain jets add movement to the pool.

On the opposite side of the garden, the architect adopted a more
natural style, with irregularly shaped beds, underscored by large
stones and the presence of flowery species.

The screwpines, ponytail palms and carpentaria palms are carefully
dispersed around the garden. The different textures of the vegetation
impart elegance to the landscape.
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Among the several sculptural species that make the garden imposing, the screw pine The fountain jets spring out of the reflecting pool and highlight the platform that displays

(Pandanus utilis) is remarkable for its aerial roofs. an extremely rare 1938 Rolls Royce, contrasting with the colorful New Guinea impatiens.
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Left: The strongly claret-hued neoregelia fireballs (Neoregelia ‘Fireball') are supported by
a peculiar structure of folded PVC lined with organic substrate. Arranged in a spiraled
set, they hang from a sophisticated arbor used as an orchid nursery.
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Upper right: The design of the floor enhances the lines and beds of the garden.
Left: The colors of the flowers and the reflecting pool embellish the voluminous forms of
the sculpture.
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the architecture.

Alongside the screw pine, the sculptural ponytail palms (Beaucarnea recurvata) frame
that nook of the garden. At night, the lights accentuate the outlines of the plants and

e
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The callisias (Callisia warszewicziana), with their exotic lilac flowers, enfold the natural
stones. In the background, the carpentaria palms (Carpentaria acuminata) confer
dignity to the entrance.
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A SURPRISING GARDEN
SRR

In order to unveil all the enchantments of this garden, a glance from
a specific spot on the property is not enough. It is necessary to go
far beyond that, to walk along all the garden’s paths and discover
memorable new scenarios around every bend. In order to make it
possible, the architect carefully chose each one of the species that
adorn the 6,000-square-meter area with a special charm.

Although on the one hand the inclination of the terrain imposed
difficulties on the design of the project, on the other hand it was
exactly what afforded the surprising paths where one can enjoy a
peaceful stroll.

The meticulousness about the choice of species meant that, in
addition to harmoniousness, the respective blooming periods were
taken into account so that the garden would look colorful through all
four seasons.

The leisure areas also received the utmost attention, with the
beautiful shape of the pool and the ample deck.
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