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Before Reading

Words to Know

This story is set in Niger,
which is a country in Africa.
It happens in the Sahara

Desert.

\
) Parts of a Dinosaur. Read the sentences. Write the number

of the correct underlined word next to each item in the picture.

The shoulder girdle joins the body and the arms or front legs.
The pelvis joins the body and the back legs.

The limbs are the arms and legs of a body.

The jaw is the lower part of the face that moves when the
mouth opens.
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) Fossils in the Desert. Look at the pictures and read the
paragraph Then, complete the paragraph with the words in the box.

bones fossils prehistoric
desert paleontologists sand :

Dinosaurs are (1) animals. They lived long before
people documented history. The scientists who study them are called
(2) . These scientists often study dinosaur (3)
or the hard parts inside the body. They also study animal and plant
parts that have been saved in rock. These are called (4)

In this story, a team of scientists looks for dinosaur parts in the
(5) . The dry air there helps save the dinosaur bones.
However, sometimes the (6) covers up the bones so they
are difficult to find. . g e i R S e

4 Imagine that you are taking a trip to the Sahara Desert. What do
you need to think about before you go? What will you probably see
there? List as many ideas as you can.




The Sahara Desert is
also known as Africa’s
dinosaur graveyard. The
Sahara is one of the best
places to look for the bones
of prehistoric animals. It’s a
place that has many
secrets. Some of these
secrets have been hidden
under the sand for
hundreds of millions of

years. Now, a team of

scientists is searching for
these secrets.
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graveyard n. Ei
prehistoric a. S£RTHY




Paleontologist Dr. Paul Sereno and his team are in the
Sahara looking for clues. They hope that these clues will lead
them to dinosaur bones. These bones may help them to better
understand dinosaurs and the time period in which they lived.
Dr. Sereno explains: “We’re on the trail of a number of
dinosaurs. We begin to paint a much better picture of this
time [period] each time we come [to the Sahara].”

The team drives across the desert. Then suddenly, one of the
team members says, “Hey! Back there!” The team stops to look
around the area. They're near the right place!

paleontologist n. HA#FER
clue n. &%
" on the trail of B
paint a better picture (of something)
B IR




Dr. Sereno first discovered fossils in the Sahara when he was

traveling there in 1997. Since then, he’s been carefully planning
more visits. But planning this kind of travel isn’t easy. The team
has to worry about weather and other planning problems.
Methods of travel, the team’s safety, and the timing of the visit
are all very important issues to consider. '

After a lot of hard work, Dr. Sereno and his team have made
it back to Niger. They have returned to the Sahara at last. They
have now reached a place far from the rest of the world—the
dinosaur graveyard that Dr. Sereno visited years before!

. fossil n. k&
. timing n. BfERH
: . issue n. [, E& A
L makeit (X)) BHAFEM &

Scan for Information
Scan page 6 to find the information.

1. When did Dr. Sereno first discover fossils
in the Sahara Desert?

2.What problems do Dr. Sereno and his team
have when visiting the Sahara Desert?

3.Where is the team now?




Now that the team is in the correct place, the dinosaur search
can begin! There are bones everywhere in this dinosaur
graveyard.

It doesn't take the team a long time to discover them. They
talk about the bones as they find them. “It’s part of a shoulder
girdle,” says one team member, as he picks up a bone. Another
team member finds something else. “It’s a distal end of a limb
bone right there,” he says as he points to the end of a bone. And
another: “We've got what looks like a leg.”

Nearby, there’s another discovery.
“Hey look at this!” says one member. “It’s
a pelvis!” However, as another team
member comes closer to see the bone, he
gets in trouble. “Wait, you're stepping on
it!” says the team member who found it.
Everyone needs to be very careful with
these prehistoric bones and fossils!

girdle n. #, ®RE
distal end K
limb n. B
pelvis n. B8
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... and that’s finding enough fossils! The team
makes one important discovery after another.

They carefully document each find.

Then, one day as they are walking around, they
make their biggest discovery yet; they find the jaw
of the prehistoric crocodile sometimes called “super
croc” This discovery is big—very big—and the jaw
bone is in very goodicondition.

document v. iE3E, ic#H
jaw n. &

The paleontologists
make a big discovery!




In fact, the discovery of the jaw bone is so important that
~ the team soon gets a visit. National Geographic crocodile

e‘xpe’ﬁ Brady Barr comes to the work site. Barr looks at the
sUper croc bones with Dr. Sereno as they talk about the super
;crdci,iThis,',ancient animal was very;"ver’y large. It was
far bigge‘rbt‘han the crocodiles that live today. The questions
that scientists have about super croc are big too. What did it
look like? What did it eat? How did it hunt?

Length: 12 meters
Weight: 9,000 kilograms

Prehistoric Super Croc

" today’s nile crocodile

Length: 5 meters i e
Weight: 225 kilograms st S
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Brady Barr and Dr. Sereno can’t answer these questions yet.
However, they do realize that they probably won't find the
answers in the desert sand. They will likely find them in the
swamp. Studying the crocodiles of today may tell these experts
even more about the 110-million-year-old bones.

The paleontology team has made a great discovery on this
dinosaur search. However, now that they have found these bones,
a new search— one for more information—must now begin.

Summarize

Imagine that you are a member of Dr. Sereno’s
team. Tell the story of this visit to the Sahara.
Include the following information:

-What were the good things and the
difficult things about the visit?

-What was the most important discovery
of this visit?

] o swamp n. BF
-What will your team have to do now? [ icontology n. EAEH




While Reading

A. What is the correct order of the events? Write in the numbers.

The dinosaur bones help the scientists understand
dinosaurs better.

The scientists look for clues.

The clues lead them to dinosaur bones.

A team of scientists goes to the Sahara Desert.
Dinosaurs lived in a place that is now the Sahara Desert.

B. Read the sentences and circle True or False. Correct the false sentences.

1. There is a small number of dinosaur bones True False
in the Sahara Desert.

2. The team finds bones from two prehistoric True False
animals.

3. The team finds the jaw bone of an enormous True False
crocodile.

4. The jaw bone of the “super croc” is in very True False
good condition.

5. Brady Barr and Paul Sereno will look for True False

answers to their questions about the
“super croc” in the desert.

After Reading

1. On page 4, in the sentence “Now, a team of scientists is searching
for these secrets”, the word “team” can be replaced by:
A. test B. researchers C. group D. class
2. Inthe Sahara Desert, secrets have been hidden many years.
A.during  B. for C.in D. under
3. In paragraph 1 on page 5, “them” in “They hope that these clues will
lead them to dinosaur bones” refers to the:
A. bones B. clues C. dinosaurs D. paleontologists
4. Dr. Sereno thinks the bones can teach us about:
A history  B. the Sahara C. trails D. paleontologists
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