IS ; P

=
= N
=g

e

3 14

24 iy

e
£
S
i
it

[

5
gioees
Nﬂ .

.

- ﬂm

% £

WHaE N






R ANSETHER R
%4 R ¥

MiRE W H O EEEE HE
HHEREKEP=1+HH

FEIE RiTsE &M EEDR &
FEELERLELE T HE %
* R BT A *

19774 4 R #hK 1978 5 A &EH



FOREWORD

The principal purposc of this compilation is to facilitate
foreign students studying or reading Chinese—particularly modern
Chinese, meaning the Chinese spoken and written by the 800
million people.

In the past quarter of a century, the Chinese language has
undergone certain changes. Because the social order and structure
in China is changed, as well. as her gradual progression from
an agricultural country to an industrialised state, many new
terminologies, new phrases, new usages, and new concepts have
emerged. These are the modern living Chinese of today.

Along with these changes and transformation, some of the
Chinese sayings also underwent certain changes and transformation.
Some of them which were quite positive in meaning before 1949

now assume a shade of disrespect, or even derogation. Likewise,



some of the formerly negatives ones have now taken on positive
meanings. It is small wonder that some foreign students who
have spent many assiduous years studying Chinese but overlooked
or neglected the modern Chinese, when confronted by the Chinese
newspapers and the magazines, are quite bewildered.

The Chinese sayings in this book are found in the Chinese
characters, with the current Hanyu Pinying to give the proper
pronunciation, and the four tones are denoted by the symbols of
— / Vv N The pronunciation of the Chinese characters is also
given in the Wade system, which is found bracketed behind the
Hanyu Pinying.

This book has a total collection of 3,943 Chinese sayings.

Samuel M. Wong Season
May 6th, 1975



5%

TR
< M
B H

24
41
54
-~ 56
67
81
- 35

115
120
131
141
w145
146
151
165
172

OOWULEPIOXYXI3Z20a00x0



P BRI



A

ETRF
ai bl shi shdu (ai pu shih shou) |

f2. let go. - love it so much

and won't let it go.

® M ndy

ai cdi rd ming (ai ts'ai ju rmng) |

« miserly to the extreme.

BRAEH

di mo néng zhu (ai mo néng chu)

» willing but powerless to assist |

RERS
ai wi ji wi (ai wu chi wu) 5,
crow. { il A e KT ), 455
A&, RAE 2B f-ovea
person and even love the crow
on his house”. Later: 5% R} B
means - the love for a person
is also extended to the people
and the things related to him.

REXRLIE
ai mo da yd xin si (ai mo ta
yi hsin szti) « nothing sadder
than despair.

RHER
an bing ding gué (an pang ting
kuo) .« restore peace and order

to a country

REEE
an bu dang ché (an pu tang ch'¢)
9%, steady. ;. walking. ¥ . re-
place. + Originating from { g
oo TRAMY ), B LIEET.
- a steady walk replaces a ride
in a car.

EFER
an bu wang wei (an pu wang

- in peace, forget not
danger.

aFC
in fén shou ji (an fén shou chi)
+ obedient, honest, and observ-
ing one’s obligation.

RREP
in jia lud hi (an chia lo hu)
+ to settle down permanently
in a new place.

REHE
an ja 1&¢ y¢ (an chi 1€ yeh) 2z,
stable. [F-, dwelling. %%, hap-
py. ¥. occupation. Originating
from - BHIHIE ),
HERAETERIE - stability

wel)



- b1
an—an

2

L IERE

in dwelling and contentment in
occupation.

RREE
an rin wi yang (an jan wu
yang) 2z 4%, safe. 3. sickness.
» Originally: a person was safe
from sickness. Today: generally
refer to things unharmed.

RmFE WL
an rd tdi shan (an ju t'ai shan)
¢, secure or firm. - as secure
as Mt. Taishan. Also known:
@ .

REIH
an shén li ming (an shén i
ming) 2z . living at a certain
place. + there is security and
spiritual fulfilment in one's
living.

X1+ES
in ti zhdng qgidn (an t'u chung
ch’ien) #|., give importance
to. « happy on one's own soil,
and will not move away lightly.

REHE
an ying zha zhii (an ying cha
chai) 2, set up. #%, camp. 3%,
stockade. + to encamp and to
erect a stockade.

RZER |
an zhi ruo su (an chih jo su)
%, content. 7 . pronoun for
person or thing.75 . like. % ,all |

along. « coexisting contentedly
all along, without noticing any-
thing inappropriate.

BEETH
an bing bu dong (an ping pu
tung) ., withhold. - to with-
hold the troops from action
(waiting for an opportunity).

RBRE
an bu jit ban (an pu chiu pan)
. B, category, order. - to
abide by a definite order and
procedure. N.B. not to confuse
¥ with .

EERW
an td sud ji (an t'u so chi) &,
find. B, good horse. « looking
for a good horse in accordance
with a diagram. Originally:
doing things according to con-
vention. Now: to seek accord-
ing to the clue.

B AT (A
an jian shing rén (an chien
shang jén) RE&F, arrow shot
from concealment. « to harm
others  with  underhanded
means.

BEHE
an song qid bdo (an sung ch’iu
po) Fk 7. autumn ripples were
formerly used to describe the
eyes of a beautiful woman.



B8 S

b by
an—ao

- ogling; flirting.

X B
in wi tidn ri (an wu tien jih)
« darkness, generally referring
to society or country.

REMY
dng shdu kud bl (ang shou k'uo

pu) B, high. &, head. - to

stride forward with head high.
i PR IE S0

do rin yi i (ao jan i li)fsR.

unflinching. |7, 37, standing

erectly. » unflinching, immova-

ble.



B

NGB |
ba mian ling l6ng (pa mien ling
lung) ¥ HE, exquisiteness or
intelligence. « capable of deal-
ing with all types of people.
HWEBR
bi midfo zhd zhidng (pa miao
chu chang) see “JE#BHE".
Bk
bd shin shé shui (pa shan shé
shui) By, climb over moun-
tains. #7K, wade through
.rivers. « the difficulties of a
long journey.
BEME
bdi bi wéi xid (pai pi wei hsia)
B¥.an ancient jade piece that
is flat and round with a hole
in the centre. 8, flaw. « Li-
terally: a minute flaw in the
snow white jade. Figuratively:
a good person or thing but
with little short comings or
defects.

BREE
bdi fa cing cing (pai fa ts'ang

ts'ang) « snowy white hair.
BEZH
bdi gui zhi didn (pai kuei chih
tien) - a flaw in the gem.
B 58 BR
bdi ja guo xi (pai chii kuo hsi)
By, colt. 1, passing through.

bgi. crevice. « a colt dashing
through a gap; time passes
swiftly.
BEEE%:

bdi miin shi shéng (pai mien
shu shéng) = inexperience
youth; green horn.

BFER
bii shdu qi jia (pai shou ch’i
chia) « to start life.with no
help.

BERiEE
bdi téu xié lio (pai t'ou hsich
lao) « growing old in conjugal
happiness.

BREE
bii yin xiang kin (pai yen
hsiang k’an) « to dispise.

BRER



a

bii

bai yln cing gdu (pai yun ts'ang
kou) - the unexpected chang-
ing conditions of the time.
aXEE
bai bi céng shéng (pai pi ts'ung
shéng) « all sort of abuses arise.
CEZ:2
bai b chuin ydng (pai pu ch’uan
yang) < excellent in archery
or in marksmanship.
BREH, EE—5
bai chi gin téu, géng jin yi bu
(pai ch’ih kan t'ou, kéng chin i
pu) = not to be complacent,
but to make further progress.
8| & i
bai chuin gui hii (pai ch’uan
kuei hai) J||, rivers. Originating
from (3052 « 7 B CRARRED ).
“EINRM, SEmeE” - al
rivers must flow into the sea:
popular support.
FuRfrE
bii duin dai jo (pai tuan tai
cha) &g, items. §, await. 8%,
undertake. + many things
awaiting to be done.
BREP
bai fa bdi zhong (pai fa pai
chung) « accuracy in shooting;
expert in anticipating events.

AR

bii fei ju xing (pai fei chii:

hsing) {8, entirely. « many
things left in abeyance have
now been attended to. Also
known as T fE{HER.

BEETK
bdi gdn jido ji (pai kan chiao tsi)
« overwhelmed by a flood of
emotions.

BEE
bii hui qi fing (pai hua ch’i
fang) « Hundred flowers blos-
som; the various forms of the
same content.

BHRFB
bii jia zhéng ming (pai chia
chéng ming) 5.  academic
schools of thought. « Original-
ly referred to the academic
polemics by the various
schools of thought in the
Warring States Period. Today,
it means the contention of dif-
fering views.

BALTHE
bii kong qian chuang (pai k'ung
ch'ien ch'uang) « defects all
over, the question Is serious;
the destruction is severe. Also
known"as TR a4

B AR
bii liin chéng ging (pai lien
ch’éng kang) - becoming a
firm and resolute man after



bii—ban 6

B

a long period of tempering.

BEXE
bii nidn da ji (pai nien ta chi)
« important plans and measures
of long term interest.

BEZH
bidi nidn zhi hdu (pai nien chih
hou) - after death.

BRTRR
bdi si bd ji¢ (pai szii pu chieh)
HE. wracking the brains. -
wracking the brains, but failing
to comprehend.

=] ESTE ]
bidi wén bu rd yi jidn (pai wen
pu ju i chien) [if, hear. + no
matter how much is heard, it
is never as good as seeing it
once.

aBREE
bii wi jin )i (pai wu chin chi)
- nothing to be superstitious
about—no restrictions of any
kind.

R3]
bii wa lido lai (pai wu liao lai)
fingfi; reliance. « everything is

meaningless  when  lacking
spiritual reliance.

BéER
bai yi bdi shin (pai i pai shun)
{k: accomodating. - accomo-

dating everything done by

others (derogatory).

BEREH
bdi zhin bii shéng (pai chan pai
shéng) « ever victorious,
vincible.

BTN
bdi zhé bl ndo (pai ché pu nao)
. failures. 32, bend. + persis-
tent inspite of failures.

BE R EE g
ban bé I li (pan po lu li) - q
motley of colours.

in-

HMMFE
bin mén ndng fi (pan mén nung
fu) Hf;, Lu Pan, a well

known carpenter in ancient
China. - Literally: welding an
axe at Lu Pan's front door.
Figuratively: trying to show
off in front of those better
than ourselves.
8T
ban bi jiang shan (pan pi chiang
shan) « half the country.
¥\
ban jin ba liing (pan chin pa
liang) Fr. catty. /i, tael. For-
merly: 16 taels equal one Chi-
nese catty. 8 taels = 4 catty. -
there is no difference between
the one and the other.

PR

ban Iu chi jia (pan lu ch'u chia)



ESofak: i 7

bin—bio

%, to leave the family and
take up religious dedication. »
Literally: taking religious de-
dications not from small, but
after the coming of age. Figura-
tively: not trained in a certain
profession, but only took it up
afterwards.

3 3 T ¥
bin td ér téi (pan t'u érh fei)
Jé, abandon: give up. - to
abandon halfway.

e
ban tul ban jid (pan t'ui pan
chiu) ¥, push away. ik, com-
ply. « false pretense of declin-
ing.

40 R
ban xin ban yi (pan hsin pan 1)
« a mixture of credibility and
doubt.

@Rt
bio ciang hud xin (pao ts'ang
huo hsin) #.0», intention of
harming others.  harbouring
evil intentions.

1=F ¥ %
bao lué wan xiing (pao lo wan
hsiang) £ 8 . encompass. 5% .
all the scenes in the universe.
- very rich in content, every-
thing conceivable.

bdo jing feng shuing (pao ching
féng shuang) #m, full. @ 7.
trials and tribulations of life.
- experiencing a long period of
trial and tribulation in life.

fiR&e
bio shi zhong ri (pao shih
chung jih) 42 F, whole day. -
just eating, but engaged in no-
thing serious. “ fflfr 4% " is
often used with“fEfij FH 02" .

BHLEW
bio chéu xué chi (pao chou
hsiieh ch'ih) &, wash off. §p.
humiliation. - avenge and eli-
minate the humiliation.

BT
bdo cin shéu qué (pao ts'an
shou ch'teh) st also written as
M - Literally: clinging on to
old and dilapidated things.
Figuratively: mentally conser-
vative, adamant to new con-
cepts.

MR X
bio hén zhong tian (pac hén
chung t'ien) f1, harbour. {g,
regret, sorrow. 2 ¥ . throughout
one's life. « harbouring regret
(or sorrow) throughout one's
life.

BN

bio téu shi cuin (pao t'ou shu



bio—Dbei 8

RR

ts'uan) B, run. [{ 81, run like a
rat. « run helter skelter after
receiving severe blows. |
| BCK ;
bao xin jii hué (pao hsin chiu;
huo) Originating from (113g. |
BULAEZC) . S0 H i Bk B R
Wy KA. It means to take |
firewood to put out the fire, but .
if the firewood is not burnt
through, the fire will not ex-
tinguish. « Today: employing |

wu) ¥, to exterminate. 5L 75,
destroy and exterminate. F-4y,
things on earth. Originating
from { & « Rk ).~ For-
merly: to destroy everything on
earth. Today: wasteful; spoiling
things at will.

RnE

bio tido rd I¢i (pao t'iao ju lei)
i anger. 7:§k, foot stamping
during anger. « thundering out
annoyance and anger.

erroneous methods to eradicate | ¥ 5 # %

disaster, and causing it to
spread further. |
RERS
bao feng zhou yii (pao féng chou |
yi) %, violeat. BE, swift.

- tempest; coming on violently

and swiftly.

RRER !

bei gong shé ying (pei kung
shé ying) « highly suspicious.

R

bei pdn ling ji (pei pang lang
chi) J1 4, scattered confusion.
= the scattered confusion of
cups, plates, etc., left on the
table after a meal.

bio 1i zi sui (pao li tzii sui)it | FoKE

Ji. cruel. % |ift, tyrannical. |
N.B. 3t li not to be pronounced |
as lei. [iff sui not to be con-
fused with B chii. « cruel and |
tyrannical. |
REmik |

bio 1d wi yi (pao lu wu i)jif, ‘
left behind.  f5;it,
left. « fully exposed. }
REZXY !

bao tian tian wa (pao t'ien t'ien |

béi shui chz xin (pei shui ch'¢
hsin) ili3%, a cartful of fire-
wood. - Literally: using a cup
of water to put out the fire on
a cartful of firewood. Figura-
tively: insignificant, ineffective
in solving a problem.

nothing | BERRE

béi gong qi xi (pei kung ch'ii
hsi) #, low. #43. to bend
from the waist onward. )i} %,



9

AT FFAGE H

kowtow. « spineless in charac- |
ter, and shamelessly trying to |
please. Also used as ¥ 42 R &5 . |
Jif5. compromising one's
honour. |
BRAR
béi fen tidn ying (pei fén Cien |
ying) %, chest. « filled with
sorrow and wrath.
EERe ,
béi huin 1i hé (pei huan li hé) |
Ak, sorrow. k. happiness. .

partings. 4. reunions. « the |
various encounters one ex-

periences in life.

EXBWA
béi tidn min rén (pei t'ien min
jen) “J:. fate. [\ ):, lamenting
of fate. . commiserate. - la-
menting the tribulations in life
and commiserating the suffer-
ings of humanity.

18 5
bei dao ér chi (pei tao érh ch'ih) |
iti; road; direction. . gallop. ‘
« galloping against the inrend-l
ed direction. Figuratively: the |
orientation and the aim of the |
two things are diametrically
opposite.

HKk—R
bei shui yi zhan (pei shui i chan)
JK: river. « a last ditch stand

béi—bi

(in battle).

HERE
bei xin qi yi (pei hsin ch’i i)
i violate. {5, trust. . agban-
don. 3%. righteousness. = vio-
lates promises and disregards
righteousness.

FEWHE
bén zdu xiing gio (pén tsou
hsiang kao) + going around
telling everybody.

FEREE
bén md dio zhi {(pén mo tao
chih) . root. J:, branches
and leaves. ‘& . place. « con-
fusing the important with the
unimportant, the essential with
the non-essential.

E kR
bi shang lidng shin (pi shang
liang shan) 2|lj. a place
where Lin Ch'ung was forced
to seek refuge, from “The
Water Margin”. + forced to
rebel or do something, because
of no alternative.

LLEE B =2
bi bi jie shi (pi pi chich shih)
[htk:  one after another;

everywhere. « It is everywhere;
numerous.

bR 4asE
bi jian ji zhdng (pi chien chi



bi

10

ZPARRUER

chung) « extremely crowa‘ed1
with people.

B AE
bi gong bi jing (pi kung pi
ching) 4, definite. #%, modest
and courteous. &, respectful.
- very modest, courteous, and
respectful (toward a person).

PHZE
bi yéu zhi Iu (pi yu chih lu)
Wi, must. (. pass by. - the
road that must be taken. Figu-
ratively; the laws which mat-
ter abides by.

ARNSAE
bi guin sud gué (pi kuan suo
kuo) - refuse communications
with foreign countries. see “[}]
MWHES<F.

LI
bi guin zi shéu (pi kuan tzu
shou) ii], pass, gate. - close the |
pass, and have nothing to do
with people outside.

MM }
bi mén zio ché (pi men tsao |

ché) -« attending to marters]
subjectively, divorced from
reality.
HEEN '

bi mi s¢ ting (pi mu se t'ing);
3£, blocked. + close one's eyesi
to see not and block oné's ears

to hear not. Figuratively: not
coming into contact with
things outside; divorced from
reality.

RNy
bi gong bi jing (pi kung pi
ching) see “A#E 8",

BRRR—®
bi qi gong yd yi yi (pi ch'i
kung vi i i) 8, accomplish.
Ijj: an undertaking. — 1. one
action, one engagement s to
accomplish an  undertaking,
which ought to be phased out,
in one engagement.

L 3=k
bi zhou zi zhén (pi chou tzi
chén) i, broken. %, to treas-
ure. « Originally: “% # #i 3t
F2F4&" meaning to regard
one's old broken broom as a
treasure. Today: “jft Q8"
means though the thing is not
good, but it is still being treas-
ured.

L2 6
bi jué féeng qing (pi chiieh féng
ch’ing) ¥&. malpractice, cor-
ruption. 4, vanished. J& . cur-
rent practice. {#. clean. + no
more corruption and the social
practices are very good.




